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DATE  NEWS 

31/01/06 Western Isles: 
Due to the low tides on the Leverburgh - Berneray route, the 1430 ex Berneray & 1540 ex Leverburgh 
by Loch Portain will not operate today. The Loch Fyne will also miss the 1245 & 1345 ex Lochaline & 
1310 & 1410 ex Fishnish for the same reason. 

Terminals: 
Work on Oban's new linkspan is progressing well. Latest picture 
opposite shows a large crawler crane assisting with operations 
outside the new terminal building. The secondary berth is 
currently occupied with construction traffic both on the water 
and shore side. 

 
Oban terminal this morning 

  
 

30/01/06 Isle of Lewis entered West Float Dry Dock in Bidston at 0015 this morning after her long voyage south 
from Ullapool. Her annual overhaul will begin later today. 
 
Western Isles: 
Due to the low tides on the Leverburgh - Berneray route, the1110 ex Berneray & 1220 ex Leverburgh 
by Loch Portain did not operate today. The Loch Fyne also missed the 1245 ex Lochaline & 1310 ex 
Fishnish for the same reason. 
  

Clyde: 
Loch Ranza arrived at Rothesay today after sailing from Gigha 
(via overnight at Campbeltown) to undertake essential repairs 
to her damaged Voith unit. She will remain there until a slot 
becomes available. 
 
The Gourock - Dunoon subsidy has been revealed today. 
Following questions to the Scottish Information Commissioner 
about the service operated by Caledonian MacBrayne, it was 
revealed today on BBC Radio Scotland's 'Scotland Live' 
programme, that CalMac received a total of £10.6 million for the 
Gourock - Dunoon service alone over the past five years. In the 
last year, CalMac received £2.25m for the crossing. 
Reported on ClydeShipping.co.uk (external link) 

 
Loch Ranza approaching Rothesay 

  
 

29/01/06 Isle of Lewis was noted around 1700 off the southern tip of the 
Isle of Mann on her way to overhaul in Birkenhead today. She 
later arrived off Liverpool Bar at 1930, passing the Mersey Bar at 
2040 and Crosby 2115. 
 
Western Isles: 
The Fishnish – Lochaline service was suspended today due to 
mechanical problems with Loch Fyne. Normal service was 
resumed c1600. 
 
Clyde: 
The Colintraive - Rhubodach service is now operating as 
timetabled. Loch Bhrusda is currently sitting at Fairlie pier on 
the opposite side to which the Isle of Arran was berthed for her 

 
Loch Bhrusda at Fairlie 

http://www.clydeshipping.co.uk/index.asp
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lay up. She is awaiting a space at Ardmaleish for her annual 
overhaul. 

  
 

28/01/06 Clyde: 
Caledonian Isles is now back on station and noted looking pristine. She arrived in Brodick at 0945 from 
Ardrossan as per schedule. She left Brodick again at 1105 as per normal. After loading her gangway 
last night Clansman, sailed for the Western Isles. Isle of Cumbrae swapped with Loch Riddon tonight 
on the Tarbert - Portavadie / Lochranza roster to allow the latter to proceed to Gigha to relieve 
the Loch Ranza which is currently suffering Voith problems. Loch Ranza is returning to the Clyde for 
essential repairs. 
 
Western Isles: 
Clansman relieved the Isle of Lewis this afternoon on the Ullapool - Stornoway crossing, allowing the 
larger ferry to sail direct for Birkenhead for her three week overhaul. She departed Ullapool at 1700 
this evening. 
  

NorthLink: 
The Hamnavoe departed Stromness at 07:30 this Morning for 
her annual dry dock. The Hebridean Isles (which lay on the 
Stromness inner berth last night) came onto the linkspan at 
around 08:00. The Hebridean Isles then undertook her first 
Scrabster Stromness sailing of 2006 at 09:00. 
 
While on the route the Hebridean Isles will be using the old 
berth (“Ola Pier”) at Scrabster and is carrying a NorthLink 
Master acting as port pilot for both Scrabster and Stromness. 
 

 During the Hebridean Isles cover there is also a revised 
timetable in operation due to the Hebridean Isles having a 
slower service speed. Please see the external link above for 
more details. 

 
Hebridean Isles at Stromness 

  
 

27/01/06 Clyde: 
Caledonian Isles is on her way back from overhaul at Aberdeen and was showing on AIS Live at c1800 
heading for the Sound of Islay. She's is expected back on station sometime tomorrow relieving 
the Clansman to head north. 
  

NorthLink: 
The Hebridean Isles arrived in Scrabster Today from Kennacraig. 
She then sailed from Scrabster at 13:00 and is expected to arrive 
in Stromness at 15:00 where she will go onto the inside berth as 
the Hamnavoe will be using the linkspan. 
 
The Hamnavoe's Captain boarded the ship at 2100 this evening 
and she is due to sail tomorrow for her annual refit in Denmark. 
The Hamnavoe's last trip before departure will be the 19:00 
from Scrabster to Stromness. The Hebridean Isles' first sailing 
on the Pentland Firth route will be at 09:00 departing 
Stromness. 

 
Hebridean Isles landing gangway 

beside Hamnavoe 

  
 



 SHIPS OF CALMAC - FLEETNEWS – 2006 
 

 Ships of CalMac – Historical FLEET NEWS - 2006 

26/01/06 Western Isles: 
Hebridean Isles departed Kennacraig today to head to Scrabster 
to relieve the Hamnavoe on the Scrabster - Stromness 
roster. Loch Bhrusda has been sighted passing Fionnphort, 
Sound of Iona heading South at 1345 this afternoon on her way 
for annual overhaul. She later berthed at Port Askaig for the 
night. 

 
Loch Bhrusda at Port Askaig 

  Advanced passenger sailing information: Due to the low tides on the Leverburgh - Berneray route, the 
following sailings have had to be cancelled: 
Monday 30/01/06 - 1110 ex Berneray & 1220 ex Leverburgh. 
Tuesday 31/01/06 - 1430 ex Berneray & 1540 ex Leverburgh. 
Wednesday 01/01/06 - 1430 ex Berneray & 1540 ex Leverburgh. 
Thursday 02/01/06 - 1430 ex Berneray & 1540 ex Leverburgh. 
 
Also due to ongoing construction work and tidal restrictions the following sailings are cancelled on 
the Lochaline - Fishnish route: 
Monday 30/01/06 - 1245 ex Lochaline & 1310 ex Fishnish. 
Tuesday 31/01/06 - 1245 & 1345 ex Lochaline & 1310 & 1410 ex Fishnish. 
Wednesday 01/02/06 - 1345 ex Lochaline & 1410 ex Fishnish. 
 
All other sailings are as per timetabled. (Any further information required please check the external 
link above). 
 
Clyde: 
Coruisk is back in service today having regained her sailings between Wemyss Bay - Rothesay this 
afternoon. 

  
 

25/01/06 Western Isles: 
Isle of Arran arrived at Port Askaig today to relieve 
the Hebridean Isles who will head north tomorrow to 
Stromness. 

 
IoA this morning at Port Ellen 

  
 

24/01/06 Western Isles: 
Isle of Arran left Tobermory today and will berth overnight at Port Askaig departing for Kennacraig 
tomorrow morning. She will take up the scheduled 1800 sailing to Port Ellen tomorrow night. Isle of 
Lewis leaves on Saturday 28/01/06 for overhaul in Birkenhead. (Thanks to WHSC). 
 
Clyde: 
Some advanced passenger information for Ardrossan - Brodick: The 1230 sailing from Ardrossan and 
the 1350 sailing from Brodick have been withdrawn from the timetable on Saturday 04/02/06 and 
Monday 06/02/06 as per information printed in the timetable. 
 
NorthLink: 
Hamnavoe is due to be relived on her Scrabster - Stromness roster by the Hebridean Isles this Friday. 
She will depart from Kennacraig on Thursday 26/01/06 at c1200 bound for Stromness after a crew 
changeover 

  
 

http://www.loveofscotland.com/whsc/news_January%202006.php
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23/01/06 Clyde: 
Juno back braving the winter weather today, took the 0800 
sailing from Wemyss Bay - Rothesay this morning to cover for 
the Coruisk who is suffering from technical 
difficulties. Coruisk has been off service since mid-afternoon 
yesterday. Coruisk left Rothesay pier at roughly 0945 today 
possibly for James Watt Dock for repairs. She later arrived at 
Gourock as Saturn departed on her 1420 run to Dunoon. It has 
almost been a month since Juno was last in service 
after Saturn suffered engine trouble in December last year. 

 
Bute & Juno passing 

  
 

22/01/06 Western Isles: 
Isle of Mull performed an additional sailing leaving Craignure for Oban at 0900 this morning with 
additional traffic. She spent last night at Craignure. Lord of the Isles has taken the additional sailing to 
Colonsay after the aborted attempt in bad weather to reach the island on Friday. She returned to 
Oban with 3 cars and a van aboard. 
  

Clyde: 
Due to technical problems with Coruisk, the following one 
vessel service will operate on the Wemyss Bay - 
Rothesay roster: 1600, 1730 and 1900 sailings from Rothesay. 
1645, 1815 and 1945 sailings from Wemyss Bay. Caledonian 
Isles is due to leave Aberdeen on 26/01/06 and is due back at 
her Arran station on 28/01/06. She is currently nearing the end 
of her overhaul and now supports her full original CalMac 
emblem on her bow visor (see picture, right). Clansman is due in 
at James Watt Dock for her annual overhaul sometime in March 
after relieving Isle of Lewis at Stornoway for her annual 
overhaul. 

 
CI With New Bow Emblem 

  
 

21/01/06 Western Isles: 
Due to a combination of the high volume of traffic and vessel movements there will be an additional 
sailing leaving Craignure for Oban at 0900 tomorrow utilising Isle of Mull. Lord of the Isles is going to 
Colonsay tomorrow, she did the 1600 / 1700 Craignure today. The 'shuffling' at the berths in Oban is 
probably due to the work on the seabed for the 2nd linkspan which we will probably see more of 
through to March. 

  
 

20/01/06 According to ASPects December issue, (the in-house journal for ASP Ship 
Management), Muirneag appears to have passed from Harrisons (Clyde) as managers to ASP Ship 
Management. 
  

Western Isles: 
Lochnevis has had to abandon her call at Muck on the Mallaig - 
Small Isles roster and will only be making the first call at Eigg 
due to adverse weather conditions. Loch Ranza is due on sea 
trials today after her annual overhaul. If all is successful and 
weather permitting she’ll sail for Gigha tomorrow, to 
relieve Loch Linnhe. Loch Linnhe will then sail to Oban and be 
spare, until Wednesday, when she will depart for Barra to 
relieve Loch Bhrusda for her overhaul. The Isle of Mull's Oban - 
Colonsay service was aborted due to adverse weather. Isle of 
Mull arrived back in Oban at 1545 via the Sound of Kerrera and 

 
IoM retuning to Oban 
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berthed at the linkspan about 10min later, the CityLink Coach 
waited for passengers before departing. An additional sailing 
will take place on 22/01 at 0900 weather permitting. 

The 1800 sailing from Kennacraig - Port Ellen was delayed by 10min due to cars reversing off at 
Kennacraig. Hebridean Isles couldn't swing round to the berth due to high winds so cars were required 
to reverse off her ramp. 
 
Clyde: 
Isle of Cumbrae is due to launch sometime next week after completing her annual overhaul. Loch 
Tarbert, is due to slip at Ardmaleish at high water this afternoon for her overhaul. She is due to depart 
Rosneath late this morning. Clansman departed Brodick at 1640 for Ardrossan but has been diverted 
to Gourock due to adverse weather conditions. ETA at Gourock is 1835. There will be a bus from 
Ardrossan at 1800 for Gourock. Clansman later departed from Gourock at 1940. The estimated time of 
arrival at Brodick is 2130. There will be buses at Brodick for foot passengers due to the late arrival 
time. 

  
 

19/01/06 Western Isles: 
Due to weather conditions in the Sound of Barra the 1710 ex Ardmhor and the return 1815 ex Eriskay 
have been cancelled. Weather permitting timetable will be as normal for friday 20/01. (check external 
link above for updates) 

  
 

18/01/06 Western Isles: 
The 1800 sailing from Kennacraig - Port Ellen by Hebridean Isles was diverted to Port Askaig due to 
barley boat occupying the berth. Loch Linnhe is scheduled to exchange rosters with the Loch 
Bhrusda on the Barra crossing allowing the latter to go for her annual overhaul. She is expected to 
depart Oban on 24/01/06 bound for Barra and take up sailings the next day. 
 

 
Delay in Ferry Route Announcement (external link) 

  
 

17/01/06 Western Isles: 
After finishing her stint of relief duties at Oban, Isle of Arran has relocated to Tobermory where she 
will stay for around a week. Isle of Mull is back on the Oban - Craignure run and Lord of the Isles is 
now back on the Coll - Tiree and Barra - Uist run. 

  
 

16/01/05 All CalMac and NorthLink rosters appear to be back to normal after server weather disruptions over 
the last few days. However please check the external links above for any changes. 

  
 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/4624644.stm
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15/01/06 Caledonian Isles is well underway with her refit in Aberdeen. 
Two pictures of her current state today are shown opposite. 
 
Western Isles: 
Due to adverse weather the Sconser - Raasay 1000 sailing ex 
Raasay and the 1030 sailing ex Sconser have been cancelled. The 
next scheduled sailings are at 1600 ex Raasay and 1630 ex 
Sconser (weather permitting) Update: Loch Striven Sailed as 
normal at 1600 and 1630. The Ardmhor - Eriskay 09:30 sailing 
ex Ardmhor and the 10:30 ex Eriskay have also been cancelled 
due to the weather. Hebrides was delayed today for a departure 
to Uig from North Uist, but due to an improvement in the 
weather she departed Lochmaddy at 1455. 
 
Clyde: 
With the strong winds, the Colintraive- Rhubodach service will 
be reduced and liable to disruption. 

 

 
Caledonian Isles in dry dock 

  
 

14/01/06 Western Isles: 
The 1345 sailing ex Lochaline and 1410 ex Fishnish have been 
cancelled today. This is due to essential maintenance needed on 
the vessel. Lord of the Isles today has swapped rosters with Isle 
of Arran, the former is now concentrating on Mull and Colonsay 
crossings with the latter is rostered to the Outer Isles. Lord of 
the Isles later departed Oban at c1400 to Colonsay after the 
weather disrupted sailing yesterday. On her return she berthed 
overnight at Craignure. 
 
Clyde: 
Isle of Mull left the Clyde this morning after rudder repairs. She 
is currently heading back for Oban where she will regain her 
normal sailings on the Oban - Craignure roster. Sighted off 
Brodick at 1025 is is well underway home. 

 
IoM heading down the Clyde this 

morning 

  
 

13/01/06 Western Isles: 
The 0945 sailing from Port Ellen was diverted to Port Askaig due 
to weather conditions. The sailing to Colonsay has also been 
cancelled, the next sailing will be tomorrow at 1400. 
  
Eigg, was involved in the rescue of four divers after their 
speedboat, the Sunbird, broke down on the way to a dive site in 
Ardmucknish Bay off Ledaig north of Oban. The coastguard was 
notified of the engine failure but Eigg was in direct contact with 
the divers. The crew put out a tow to bring the speedboat back 
to the Lismore berth with all the passengers safe and well. 
 
Clyde: 
Clansman was using Gourock again this morning at 1025 instead 
of Ardrossan. Both Coruisk and Bute have also been there today 
due to the adverse weather conditions making berthing at 
Wemyss Bay difficult. 

 
Clansman at Gourock today 

 
Clansman heading for Brodick 
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12/01/06 Western Isles: 
The 1300 sailing from Kennacraig - Port Askaig on Islay was cancelled due to adverse weather 
conditions. The run will be back to normal tomorrow according to weather conditions. 
 
Clyde: 
Bute is due to depart Gourock at 1345 bound for Rothesay on Bute, Wemyss Bay is currently not 
available to dock at due to the adverse weather conditions. The 1350 Clansman sailing from Brodick is 
now cancelled. The next possible sailing will be 1640. She was later sighted heading for Gourock 
(diverted from Ardrossan due to weather) and should arrive just after 1800. 

  
 

11/01/06 All Western Isles routes appear to be back to normal today after the weather conditions over the past 
few days. However, there are still problems in the Northern Isles with NorthLink. 
 
The Hamnavoe's morning 0630 sailing from Stromness to Scrabster was delayed until 0830, 
consequently, the 0845 sailing from Scrabster sailed at 1100. The 1100 sailing from Stromness and the 
1315 sailing from Scrabster were cancelled, as well as the 1645 sailing from Stromness and the 1900 
sailing from Scrabster. 
 
The Hjaltland's Aberdeen Lerwick sailing left on time, however, the Hrossay's Lerwick Kirkwall 
Aberdeen service is disrupted and is only leaving Lerwick at 22:00 and NOT calling at Hatston 
(Kirkwall). 

  
 

10/01/06 Western Isles: 
 Weather conditions continued to cause disruptions today. The 1530 Lord of the Isles sailing 

from Oban - Barra / Lochboisdale was cancelled. The next sailing should depart Oban at 0900 
tomorrow arriving at Barra at 1400, Lochboisdale 1530 and back at Oban for 2230. The 1345 Isle of 
Lewis sailing ex Stornoway and the 1715 return from Ullapool were cancelled. The 
1330 Hebrides Tarbert – Uig service was cancelled as was the 1530 return. Services on the Sconser - 
Raasay and between Ardmhor - Eriskay were suspended. 

  
 

09/01/06 Caledonian Isles was noted approaching Aberdeen Harbour for her annual overhaul at c09:30 this 
morning. 
 
Western Isles: 
Isle of Lewis is currently stormbound at Stornoway, a decision will be made at mid-day about the 
possibilities of sailings today. Lord of the Isles is also currently stormbound at Lochboisdale, a decision 
on weather she will sail or not will be made at 14:00. Isle of Arran has presumably turned back form 
her crossing to Colonsay as she is now in Oban bay at c1530. Hebrides is currently stormbound at 
Lochmaddy. She later departed from Lochmaddy at 1600 sailing direct to Uig. From there she will sail, 
Uig to Tarbert then Tarbert to Lochmaddy. Where she will remain for the evening to take up Tuesday's 
timetabled 0730 departure. 
 

 There are quite a few disruptions to services this morning due to adverse weather conditions. 
Barra - Eriskay: Chargehand has now cancelled the 09:25hrs ex Ardmhor and the return 10:30hrs ex 
Eriskay. Weather permitting the next sailing will be at 12:30hrs ex Ardmhor and 14:10hrs ex 
Eriskay. Update: All sailings cancelled, a sailing around 1600 will be reviewed nearer the 
time. Berneray - Leverburgh: The 0915 sailing from Berneray and also the 1025 sailing from 
Leverburgh have been cancelled. Situation to be reviewed at 1300. Update: There are now NO sailings 
today on the Sound of Harris roster. Mallaig - Small Isles: The 1020 dept from Mallaig to the Small 
Isles, has been cancelled. Fionnphort - Iona: Service is currently suspended. This will be reviewed for 
the 1015 hrs ex Fionnphort. Update: There will be NO more sailings today. Sconser - Raasay: Sailings 
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cancelled. Review sailings at 10.00.  For more information and updates please check the external link 
above. 

   
Clyde: 

 Wemyss Bay - Rothesay and Gourock - Dunoon sailings are 
disrupted due to adverse weather conditions. Further update 
expected at 1600. Update: Sailings to Bute are now being routed 
via Gourock.   For more information and updates please check 
the external link above. 
 
NorthLink: 

 There are delays Affecting Lerwick 
Departures, Hrossey arrived in Lerwick at 0730 but due to 
adverse weather conditions this sailing is scheduled to depart at 
2200. Expected Arrival in Aberdeen is 0900. Check-in and 
Boarding will be as normal.  For more information and updates 
please check the external link above. 

 
Bute battling the weather today 

  
 

08/01/06 Clyde: 
Clansman has taken up the Ardrossan - Brodick roster to 
allow Caledonian Isles to sail north to Aberdeen for annual 
overhaul. Isle of Arran has swapped rosters with the Lord of the 
Isles and is now on the Oban - Craignure route. Isle of Mull in 
now in James Watt Dock to have attention to her damaged 
rudder carried out. 

 
Clansman at Ardrossan 

  
 

07/01/06 Western Isles: 
Clansman is showing up on AISlive.com currently, approx. 
between Islay and Kintyre 2012 heading for Brodick. (Clansman 
AIS ref - 232003288). 
 
Clyde: 
Isle of Arran passed Hunterston today at 1145 heading for 
Ardrossan to load crew cars. After arriving at Ardrossan at 
around 12:20 she canted off the pier waiting to berth before 
heading north to Oban to cover the Clansman. The Fast Rescue 
Craft from the Caledonian Isles had been deployed for a 
practice during her extended stay at Ardrossan this lunchtime, 
and was sighted dotting about the place. Possibly the last time 
both the new and old Arran ships met was 1993 
when Caledonian Isles suffered a technical fault when entering 
service and the Isle of Arran has to stay and support her for a 
while longer on her service. 

 
Isle of Arran passing Hunterston 

 

 
CI & IoA at Ardrossan today 

  
 

06/01/06 Western Isles: 
After returning from Barra, Clansman did the 1600 return sailing to Mull. While the Isle of Mull, after 
returning from Colonsay, lay idle at the railway berth. After loading crew cars, Isle of Mull moved back 
to the railway berth to let Clansman in at 1745.  Later, Lord of the Isles returned to Oban to take the 
2130 sailing to Craignure and the mull roster until the Isle of Mull returns to service. 
With Clansman sitting in the sound of Kerrera, Lord of the Isles left for Craignure, leaving the berth 

http://aisfree.aislive.com/Influx.aspx
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open for Clansman to re-berth. After the Clansman re-berthed at the linkspan, the Isle of Mull left 
Oban at 2200hrs for Garvel. she will arrive around 0700 (Saturday) at Gourock to unload crew cars 
then continue to dry dock when the tide is appropriate for repairs. Isle of Arran will venture north in 
the next few hours to relieve the Clansman, to let her also venture to the Clyde. 
 
Clyde: 
Clansman will sail from Oban on Saturday to replace Caledonian Isles on Sunday. Caledonian Isles will 
then make the 36-hour journey to Aberdeen for her annual overhaul. Caledonian Isles is expected to 
complete the Saturday sailings, then sailing direct to Aberdeen after she unloads at Brodick around 
1855. Clansman is then expected to berth around 2300 at Brodick on Saturday. The first 
1st Clansman sailing on Ardrossan - Brodick this year will be the 1105 on Sunday. 

  
 

05/01/06 Western Isles: 
Clansman left Barra tonight for Lochboisdale, she will be back in to Barra in morning for sailing to 
Oban. She will then possibly head south to the Clyde to cover for the Caledonian Isle's annual 
overhaul which is due to take place on 09/01/06. Due to weather conditions the 1330 Loch 
Portain sailing ex Berneray and 1440 ex Leverburgh were cancelled today. The Loch Bhrusda's Sound 
of Barra service was suspended also due to the weather. Normal sailings should resume tomorrow 
weather permitting. 
 
Clyde: 
Isle of Cumbrae was noted having some minor maintenance work carried out today while still 
currently berthed at Rothesay awaiting her annual overhaul. 

  
 

04/01/06 Western Isles: 
Lord of the Isles is currently berthed at Craignure pier to free up berths in Oban while she is currently 
spare. She will then cover for either the Isle of Mull or Clansman (who is due to cover the Caledonian 
Isles soon) when they head for the Clyde. 
 
Both the Isle of Mull and Lord of the Isles were Flying there Flags at Half mast in a mark of respect for 
the long serving Crewman of Colonsay pier Mr Charlie McKinnon that past away recently. The Isle of 
Mull also stayed an extra hour in Colonsay to let the crew attend the funeral. 
 
Passage From WHSC: 
The island community of Colonsay is in mourning after the sudden death of Mr Charlie McKinnon, a 
much-loved resident, who will be greatly missed. Mr McKinnon, a pier worker with Caledonian 
MacBrayne, died on Wednesday, December 21st, as ISLE OF MULL docked at Colonsay Pier. He was 
aged sixty-nine. After exchanging ropes with the ship’s crew he collapsed and died as he prepared to 
help with the gangway. A one-minute silence was held in his memory on Friday 30th on the pier, the 
ship’s horn sounding the beginning and the end of the minute. A stalwart of the community, he will be 
remembered not only as an elder of the church, but also as a crofter, fireman, refuse collector and bus 
driver. Many visitors to Colonsay will remember his summer bus tours around the island. Mr 
McKinnon’s funeral was held on Wednesday 4th and the ferry was tied up for an hour to allow his 
CalMac colleagues and friends from the mainland time to attend. The New Year’s Day ceilidh was 
cancelled as a mark of respect. He leaves behind a wife, May. 

Clyde: 
Loch Ranza was sighted passing Toward at midday on her way to Ardmaleish for her annual overhaul. 
She later berthed at the yard. 

  
 

http://www.loveofscotland.com/whsc/news_January%202006.php
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03/01/06 Western Isles: 
Loch Linnhe has suffered some technical difficulties today and as a result the Gigha sailings have been 
cancelled until further notice. (see external link above for more information) 

  
 

02/01/06 Clyde: 
Loch Ranza is due to move from Fairlie Pier to Ardmaleish Boatyard, Bute on 04/01/06 for overhaul 
and Isle of Cumbrae is scheduled to go from Rothesay to Ardmaleish Boatyard, Bute on 05/01/06 for 
overhaul. 

  
 

01/01/06 Clyde: 
Isle of Cumbrae is now confirmed berthed at the outer berth at Rothesay awaiting a move to James 
Watt Dock to begin her annual overhaul which is expected in the next few days. 

 

DATE  NEWS 

28/02/06 Western Isles: 
Due to a mechanical failure with Bruernish (presumably the recurring fault with her engine or gearbox) 
the Oban - Lismore service @ 1445 ex Oban and 1545 ex Lismore have been cancelled. 
Due to tidal restrictions on the Sound of Harris (Leverburgh - Berneray) roster today the 1110ex Berneray 
& 1220ex Leverburgh have been cancelled. There will be extra sailings on 1st & 2nd March only at 0945ex 
Berneray + 1050ex Leverburgh. Due to Adverse weather conditions and poor visibility, the morning sailings 
on the Sound of Harris (Leverburgh - Berneray) have been cancelled. The next sailing departing from 
Berneray will depart at 1530, weather permitting. 
Due to high tides and adverse weather conditions earlier this morning, Hebrides is currently running 
approximately 1 hour and 30 minutes late on the Uig - Tarbert / Lochmaddy roster. 
Due to low tides the following sailings have been cancelled on the Tayinloan - Gigha roster 1130 /1230 
from Gigha and the 1200 from Tayinloan. The service will resume at 1330 from Gigha. 
The 1345 sailing from Stornoway - Ullapool by Isle of Lewis has also been cancelled due to adverse 
weather (For further information please check the external link above) 
 
NorthLink: 
There are delays affecting Lerwick Arrivals. Hrossey arrived in Lerwick at 1130 and is scheduled for 
departure at 1900 sailing direct to Aberdeen. The next scheduled departure from Kirkwall (Hatston) is the 
2345 sailing to Aberdeen on Wednesday 01 March. 
The adverse weather is also affecting the Pentland Firth Route. Hamnavoe departed Scrabster at 11:15 to 
arrive in Stromness at 13:30. The 1645 sailing from Stromness and the 1900 sailing from Scrabster this 
evening will be reviewed at 15:00 this afternoon. 
 
Update: 
Hamnavoe arrived in Stromness at 1310. Due to adverse weather and tidal conditions and in the interest 
of passenger comfort and safety the 1645 sailing from Stromness and the 1900 sailing from Scrabster this 
evening have been cancelled. The following revised timetable will operate on Wednesday 01st March. 
Depart Stromness 0900 Depart Scrabster 1100. Depart Stromness 1645 Depart Scrabster 1900. 

  
 

27/02/06 Western Isles: 
Due to tidal restrictions on the Sound of Harris (Leverburgh - Berneray) roster today the 1110ex Berneray 
& 1220ex Leverburgh have been cancelled. There will be extra sailings on 1st & 2nd March only at 0945ex 
Berneray + 1050ex Leverburgh. 
 
NorthLink: 
There are cancellations affecting the Pentland Firth roster this evening. Hamnavoe arrived in Stromness at 
2045.Due to the severe weather forecast and in the interest of passenger comfort and safety the next 
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sailing will be delayed and will depart Stromness at 0900 to arrive in Scrabster at 1030. The 0845 sailing 
and the 1315 departure from Scrabster have been combined and will now depart at 1100 all further 
sailings should be as scheduled. For further information please check the external link above 

  
 

25/02/06 Western Isles: 
Eigg returned briefly to Oban last night, having completed her annual overhaul at Corpach. She loaded 
crew cars this morning as Isle of Mull arrived back from Craignure at 09:45 and then set sail bound for Port 
Askaig. She will spend the next couple of weeks relieving on the Port Askaig - Feolin service on charter to 
Argyll and Bute Council. 
Raasay is not using the buoy in Tobermory Bay at the moment, her crew instead opting to secure her 
against the stern of Isle of Arran. 

  
 

24/03/06 Western Isles: 
Isle of Cumbrae noted on the Oban - Lismore roster today. She arrived about 1030 from Lismore, 
unloaded her one vehicle then swung out into the bay. Bruernish was berthed adjacent to the slipway and 
moved in once Isle of Cumbrae was out the way. She loaded a skip lorry and tried to load another van 
without success for a charter to the island of Kerrera across the bay, a service normally provided by a small 
private craft further down the sound. The van was an 'Oban Express' and trying to get it on was somewhat 
problematic. Eventually the crew unloaded the goods from the van, left them on the deck in front of the 
skip lorry and Bruernish sailed at c1055. Once Bruernish was on the slip, Isle of Cumbrae came alongside, 
berthing just in front of the fish shed. 
Loch Bhrusda was also noted 'in town' berthed in Oban on her way back from her annual overhaul. 

  
 

23/02/06 Western Isles: 
Having arrived back in Mallaig yesterday afternoon, Lochnevis was due to re-enter service today, thus 
allowing Raasay to sail south for Tobermory once again. It is reported that she should have been back 
there this afternoon ready to resume her winter role as Kilchoan ferry. We are told that the Isle of 
Cumbrae will berthed at Craignure's far side berth an will be used for transporting high loads to and from 
Lismore while the Bruernish is covering for the Eigg. 

Clyde: 
Loch Bhrusda left Largs this afternoon bound for an overnight berth at Campbeltown. She will then 
continue her journey north to the Sound of Harris where she will relieve the Loch Portain. Loch 
Linnhe remains in charge of the Barra - Eriskay run. 

  
 

22/02/06 Western Isles: 
Following her recent mechanical problems, Lochnevis has left the Mersey 
and has made her way back up to Mallaig ready to re-enter service. She 
was sighted off Tobermory at 13:40 as she passed through the Sound of 
Mull, nearing the end of her long voyage. 

 
Lochnevis passing IOA and 

IOC at Tobermory 

  
 

21/02/06 Lochnevis has left the Mersey today. She departed at 1500 heading north for her homeport of Mallaig. 
 
Clyde: 
Juno left Garvel Dry Dock following quick repairs on her Voith unit and was back at the wires for much of 
the day. 
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20/02/06 Western Isles: 
Isle of Lewis is back in service on the Ullapool - Stornoway crossing, having 
relieved the Clansman yesterday. Clansman arrived at Gourock to unload 
crew cars this morning before moving to JWD to begin her annual overhaul. 
She will enter Garvel Dry Dock once it becomes free. 

Clyde: 
Juno is in Garvel Dry Dock for the day while she has her Voith unit repaired, 
following losing another blade last week. Loch Ranza is now back on the 
slipway at Ardmaleish while she has the last repairs carried out to her Voith 
unit. 

 
Loch Ranza seen at 

Ardmaleish 

  
 

18/02/06 Western Isles: 
After departing Liverpool last night, Isle of Lewis was seen waiting in the 
Firth of Lorn at dawn. Following Isle of Mull's departure at 0800, the 
Stornoway ferry then entered Oban Bay very cautiously and berthed stern-
in at the linkspan. The gangway was tested and she took on fuel before she 
left again at about 09:30, bound for her home port. 
Isle of Cumbrae is now relieving on the Tobermory - Kilchoan crossing 
while the Raasay is off covering at Mallaig. Bruernish is now back in service 
on the Oban - Lismore service. 

Clyde: 
Loch Bhrusda emerged from Ardmaleish and moved round to Rothesay. 

 
Isle of Lewis lying in the Firth 

of Lorn 

 
Isle of Cumbrae crossing to 

Mull 

  
 

17/02/06 NorthLink: 
It is reported that Hjaltland is soldiering on after damaging her bow at 
Lerwick on Wednesday. The extent of the damage is still unclear as is the 
cause of the accident, although it has been confirmed that an investigation 
is underway. The vessel had to pass an MCA inspection before she could 
sail and only arrived at 0:45 at Kirkwall on Wednesday evening. She sailed 
shortly after and arrived in Aberdeen at 08:30. From the outside the 
damage looks to be mainly to the bulbous bow, however it was reported 
that the bow doors were actually open at the time and damage was also 
sustained to the bow ramp area which also acts as a water tight seal. The 
vessel sailed on schedule on Thursday evening from Aberdeen and is 
continuing now as normal. 
 
The Hamnavoe also had a problem opening her bow doors yesterday which 
delayed the ship by 15 minutes departing Stromness. The cause of this 
problem is unknown. 

 
Hjaltland's Damaged 

Bulbous Bow Yesterday 
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16/02/06 Lochnevis arrived on the Mersey at 0730 this morning. She approached the 
Douglas Platform in Liverpool Bay doing 11 knots. She is due at Birkenhead 
at 1100. She may go into the dry dock that Isle of Lewis comes out 
of. Update: Lochnevis is now in Birkenhead in the old camel Lairds dry 
dock. She will remain there until repairs to one of her propulsion units is 
complete. We currently do not know how long this will take although it 
may be some time. Further updates to follow. 
 
Western Isles: 
Due to technical problems the Loch Fyne is unable to undertake any 
sailings on the Fishnish - Lochaline roster. (check external link above for 
updates) Due to adverse weather the Lord of the Isles was unable to make 
a landing at Tiree today for any traffic or passengers. The next sailing from 
Oban will be Saturday 18th February at 0645. 
 
Clyde: 
Saturn took over the Gourock - Dunoon run some time during the day 
from Juno. 
 
Terminals: 
Due to workmen severing the telephone cable, Tobermory Office is 
currently without telephones and computers. (check external link above for 
more information) 

 
Lochnevis arrives on the 

Mersey 

 
Passing a more regular ferry 

  
 

15/02/06 Western Isles: 
Bruernish is currently receiving attention to her engine via a truck mounted 
hydraulic crane while she sits at the small vessels berth at the CalMac 
terminal in Oban. Isle of Cumbrae is still providing a car and pax service to 
Lismore. Lochnevis was sighted heading down the Clyde this afternoon 
heading for the Mersey, where she will be dry-docked for further repairs to 
one of her propulsion units. Juno is to be dry-docked at Garvel on Monday, 
taking Clansman's allotted place, which will in turn be docked a day or so 
later. Juno has another broken blade in one of her Voith Schneider units - 
this also happened last July when she had to be docked at Troon in similar 
circumstances. 

 
Bruernish receives attention 

  Clyde: 
The 18.20 sailing from Gourock and the 18.50 sailing from Dunoon operated as a passenger service only. 

  

NorthLink: 
The Hjatland has returned from dry dock in Denmark and carried out last night’s Aberdeen Kirkwall 
Lerwick sailing. It is expected that the Hrossey will depart for Denmark to undertake her annual dry dock 
around mid March. 
 
The Hjaltland arrived in Lerwick this morning at 07:30 and there are reports that while berthing the vessel 
struck the linkspan. Although the details are not clear it is thought the ship has sustained damage and is 
unable to discharge her cargo. This event also raises doubt whether she will carry out this evening’s 
Lerwick Kirkwall Aberdeen sailing. 
 
Update: 
There are delays affecting Lerwick Departures Hjaltland arrived in Lerwick at 07:30 and departed at 
19:30. This resulted in delays Affecting Kirkwall (Hatston) Arrivals and Departures. Due to technical 
difficulties Hjaltland is not expected to arrive at Kirkwall (Hatston) until approximately 0030. The onward 
departure from Kirkwall (Hatston) is estimated to depart at 0130 tonight. 
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13/02/06 Western Isles: 
Isle of Cumbrae was in fact heading for Oban to relieve the Bruernish and 
not to Lochaline as stated yesterday. Bruernish (on winter overhaul relief 
for Eigg) is currently suffering with mechanical engine problems. Isle of 
Cumbrae is expected to be on station now serving the Oban - 
Lismore roster. Meanwhile the Mallaig - Armadale crossing is currently still 
restricted to passenger only using the chartered vessel Ullin of Staffa. As a 
result the 1600 ex Mallaig and the 1645 ex Armadale have been 
cancelled. Lochnevis was sighted testing her lifeboat in JWD, its still unclear 
when she is due to return north to Mallaig. 
 
Terminals: 
Work continues on Oban Terminal with a clear outline of the new linkspan 
now in place. The construction is too the left of the picture in front of the 
new terminal building. The current linkspan is at the bottom just out of 
sight. (see picture opposite). 

 
Isle of Cumbrae in Oban 

 
Oban terminal on Friday 

  
 

12/02/06 Western Isles: 
Clansman is currently enjoying her annual winter relief for her larger fleet 
mate at Ullapool. She has been running to timetable and keeping the most 
northerly CalMac route open. Isle of Lewis continues her annual overhaul 
at the North West Ship repairs in Bidston. 
 
Clyde: 
Isle of Cumbrae was sighted heading down from Skelmorile the morning. 
She is possibly heading for relief duties at Lochaline while the Loch 
Fyne dashes to Mallaig to cover the car ferry duties to Armadale in lu of 
the Lochnevis breakdown. Confirmation to follow. 

 
Clansman in Loch Broom 

 
IoL today 

  
 

11/02/06 Western Isles: 
Isle of Arran is now at Tobermory berthed at the CalMac terminal for 
temporary lay-up. Lochnevis is currently in James Watt Dock on the Clyde 
after suffering some sort of mechanical problem in Mallaig. The chartered 
vessel Ullin of Staffa is currently running the roster to the Small Isles with 
an obviously restricted timetable and capacity. (check external link above 
for updates) 

 
IoA at Tobermory 

  
 

09/02/06 Western Isles: 
The Hebridean Isles is back from her charter in the North and she will take her first run back on the Islay 
station tomorrow at 0700 allowing the Isle of Arran to head back up to Tobermory. 

  
 

08/02/06 NorthLink: 
The Hamnavoe has Has taken the Scrabster Stromness route from her relief Hebridean Isles, sailing at 
06:30. the Hebridean Isles sailed at around 05:00 for the Western Isles. 
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Western Isles: 
Isle of Arran will head for Tobermory once the Hebridean Isles returns from charter in the Pentland Firth. 
She will then continue onto Aberdeen for her annual overhaul, one of the last ships to undergo her touch-
up. Eigg arrived at Corpach for her annual overhaul this morning. Her mast and lifeboat were removed 
before being hauled up the slip. Bruernish has taken up her Lismore sailings. 

  
 

07/02/06 NorthLink: 
The Hamnavoe has completed her post dry dock MCA tests this afternoon 
alongside the inside berth at Stromness Terminal. It was initially thought 
that she would go to sea today but the tests were undertaken while she 
was alongside. The Hebridean Isles arrived at Stromness at 15:20 this 
afternoon and ended her charter period with the cancellation of the 
evening return sailing to Scrabster. At 16:45 the Hebridean Isles had 
completed unloading, refuelling and left the ro-ro berth and sailed into the 
centre of Stromness Harbour. The Hamnavoe then swung around the pier 
from the inner berth to the ro-ro berth allowing the Hebridean Isles to 
then berth on the inside berth. It is expected that the Hebridean Isles will 
depart Stromness at 05:00 tomorrow morning and head back to Islay, 
weather permitting. The Hamnavoe will resume the service tomorrow at 
06:30 sailing from Stromness to Scrabster. 

 
Hebridean Isles and 

Hamnavoe playing musical 
chairs 

  Western Isles: 
Isle of Mull berthed bow in at Oban this afternoon at 1350. Reason currently unknown. Isle of Mull usually 
berths stern first at her home port. Hebridean Isles will be back on the Islay station on Friday 10/02/06 as 
the Hamnavoe's MCA tests were successful (see below) allowing the Isle of Arran to presumably head 
back to the Clyde. 
  

  NorthLink: 
The regular Scrabster Stromness vessel Hamnavoe returned to Stromness 
at 22:30 last night and went onto the inner berth at Stromness terminal. 
The Hebridean Isles was on the ro-ro berth and departed Stromness at 
09:00 this morning on an already disrupted timetable, see external link 
above for more details. The Hamnavoe is expected to go to sea for MCA 
tests sometime today and cannot take back the run until these have been 
concluded. 

 
Hebridean Isles Leaving 
Stromness this morning 

  
 

06/02/06 NorthLink: 
It has been reported that the Hamnavoe has completed her dry dock and is heading back for Stromness. It 
is uncomfirmed when she will be taking over her route from the Hebridean Isles, however she is expected 
back in Stromness shortly. 
 
Meanwhile the Hebridean Isles is struggling to provide a service in the North since the break in good 
weather yesterday. There are various cancellations affecting the Pentland Firth today due to what should 
be described as moderate weather conditions. Hebridean Isles first departed Stromness at 1115 today and 
arrived in Scrabster at 14:00. She then departed Scrabster at 1445 and arrived in Stromness at 17:30. The 
16:45 sailing from Stromness and 19:15 sailing from Scrabster today have also been cancelled. 
 
Tomorrow’s 06:15 sailing from Stromness has been delayed until 09:00 with an estimated time of arrival in 
Scrabster of 12:00. The 08:45 sailing from Scrabster has been delayed until 12:30 with an estimated time 
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of arrival in Stromness of 15:30. The 16:45 sailing from Stromness and 19:15 sailing from Scrabster are 
currently under review and a decision will be made tomorrow. (check external link above for updates) 

  
 

05/02/06 NorthLink: 
Hjaltland arrived in Lerwick at 0700 this morning and departed at 0845 sailing for Dry Dock and her annual 
overhaul. The winter Dry Dock timetable for the Aberdeen - Orkney / Shetland come into action now. 
There are some disruptions affecting the Pentland Firth crossings using the Hebridean Isles this evening. 
After taking 3 hours to cross between Stromness and Scrabster she finally docked at 19:50. She then 
departed Scrabster at 20:05 and arrived in Stromness at 22:40 but due to the moderate weather 
conditions the 06:15 sailing from Stromness and the 08:45 sailing from Scrabster tomorrow morning have 
been cancelled. All further sailings for tomorrow will be reviewed at a later time tomorrow. (check 
external link above for updates) 

  
 

04/02/06 Western Isles: 
Isle of Arran was late arriving at Port Askaig today due to lifeboat call out in the Sound of Jura. She was 
required to cant at the light house at the bottom of the sound. 
 
Clyde: 
Isle of Cumbrae has moved from her overhaul position to a temporary winter berth at Rosneath next 
to Jupiter until she is required to regain her summer duties. Meanwhile the Loch Tarbert also sailed today 
from Rosneath to take up the  Tarbert – Portavadie / Lochranza roster. Loch Riddon is now to be found 
relieving on the Tayinloan - Gigha crossing - it is believed this is the first time she has been found there 
since the late 1990s. Loch Bhrusda took up her slot on the Ardmaleish slip in the last few days, 
following Loch Ranza moving to Fairlie while her Voith Unit is repaired - she will return to have the unit 
refitted when the slip becomes free again. 

  
 

02/02/06 Western Isles: 
Due to the low tides on the Leverburgh - Berneray route, the 1430 ex Berneray & 1540 ex Leverburgh 
by Loch Portain will not operate today. 

  
 

01/02/06 NorthLink: 
It is understood that the Hebridean Isles used the new pier and terminal at Scrabster Today. 
The Hebridean Isles normally favours the old pier (“Ola Pier”) which can still be used as the terminal 
building there is used by NorthLink for non-paid cars and their passengers. It is also understood that 
the Herbridean Isles is sailing with various NorthLink staff not required in Denmark with the Hamnavoe. 
These extra staff on board are there to help on the route which has a long working day. The Hebridean 
Isles is also carrying a NorthLink Master acting as port pilot for both Scrabster and Stromness. 

  Western Isles: 
Due to the low tides on the Leverburgh - Berneray route, the 1430 ex Berneray & 1540 ex Leverburgh 
by Loch Portain will not operate today. The Loch Fyne will also miss the 1345 ex Lochaline & 1410 ex 
Fishnish for the same reason. 
 
Clyde: 
Juno took up the Gourock - Dunoon sailings this afternoon at either 1520 or 1620. 
 
Terminals: 
There is a Temporary Closure affecting the Raasay terminal. The closure is at Suisnish Point on the Brochel 
Road, Isle Of Raasay. Anyone intending to travel between 1700hrs on Wednesday 8th Feb until 2359hrs on 
Saturday 11th Feb 2006 on the above road. There may be limited access but only under escort to houses 
accessed from the section of closed road. This is the maximum period of closure and any earlier opening of 
the road shall be advertised by signs placed in Inverarish Village and the Ferry Terminals at Sconser and 
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Raasay. There is NO alternative route. However access by Emergency Services and pedestrians who must 
pass the closed road will be provided. (See external link above for more information). 

 

DATE  NEWS 

29/03/06 Western Isles: 
Lochnevis's call to Muck has been cancelled today due to adverse weather. 

  
 

28/03/06 Western Isles: 
Hebridean Isles was late arriving into Port Ellen this evening due to adverse weather conditions. 
  

Clyde: 
Strike action did take place today and the following services were 
affected: 
Gourock - Dunoon (Dunoon Pier Staff on Strike) 
Wemyss Bay - Rothesay (Rothesay Pier Staff on Strike) 
Ships Affected: 
Juno, Bute (Tied up at Rothesay) 
Saturn (Tied up at Gourock) 
As a result no services could take place on either routes all day. The 
action was out of CalMac's control. 

 
Saturn strike-bound today 

  
 

27/03/06 Clyde: 
Due to Local Authority Industrial Action, CalMac has been advised by 
Argyll and Bute Council that, if the proposed industrial action takes 
place from midnight tonight until midnight on Tuesday, Dunoon and 
Rothesay piers will be affected. Should the industrial action proceed, 
therefore, CalMac will be unable to provide a service on the Wemyss 
Bay - Rothesay and Gourock - Dunoon services. All other services will 
be unaffected. 
(check external link above for updates) 

Western Isles: 
Coruisk arrived at Port Askaig at around 1830 this evening on her way 
back up to Mallaig in time for the summer season. She arrived for an 
overnight berth and will depart at around 0800 tomorrow morning. 

 
Coruisk lying overnight at Islay 

  
 

26/03/06 Clyde: 
Coruisk is due to arrive at Port Askaig at 1600 tomorrow after which she will head up to Mallaig on 
Tuesday. 
 
NorthLink: 
There are delays affecting Aberdeen arrivals. Due to adverse weather and tidal conditions at Aberdeen 
harbour entrance the scheduled arrival of Hjaltland has been delayed until approx 0945. Hjaltland was 
scheduled to depart at 1700 sailing to Hatston and Lerwick. However the sailing today has been 
cancelled due to adverse weather conditions 

  
 

25/03/06 Western Isles: 
It is reported that Isle of Lewis was delayed by two hours on her first departure of the day from 
Stornoway. This was due to problems with one of her bow thrust units encountered during the night. 
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NorthLink: 
Hrossey departed Hatston on rostered time and is scheduled to arrive in Aberdeen at 07:00. However, 
due to adverse weather and tidal conditions at Aberdeen, arrival time may be 
delayed. Update: Hrossey was unable to berth at Aberdeen due to adverse weather so she continued 
south to Roysth (North of Edinburgh). A easterly at Aberdeen combined with a low tide would have 
made it impossible to enter the channel. The entrance channel to Aberdeen is on 5.9 metres at MLWS 
which is even less than Stromness. 
For the same reason the sailing scheduled to depart from Kirkwall (Hatston) to Lerwick tonight has 
been cancelled. 

  
 

24/03/06 Clyde: 
On our arrival at Ardrossan on the 1350 from Brodick, Caledonian Isles berthed at the old Ireland 
linkspan. The change of berths must have been last minute as the PA announcement for foot 
passengers was to disembark through the normal channels, it then changed to announce 
disembarkation via the car deck. 

Bute is back running the Rothesay - Wemyss bay service whilst Coruisk has sailed down the Clyde to 
JWD to undertake a few minor adjustments before heading back up to her Summer roster on the 
Mallaig - Armadale crossing. 

  
 

23/03/06 Western Isles: 
Isle of Arran arrived in Stornoway this morning just before 1100 this morning. She will berth there to 
relieve the Muirneag allowing the freight ship to go for her annual overhaul. 

  
 

22/03/06 Hebrides left Liverpool today at c1500, she is due at Uig on Thursday 
c1500 to change with Clansman. 
 
Western Isles: 
Loch Ranza took up the Tayinloan - Gigha service yesterday, 
relieving Loch Riddon to sail to Campbeltown. Loch Riddon sailed from 
Campbeltown to Lochranza to relive the Loch Tarbert. Loch Tarbert is 
to stay in Lochranza until taking up the summer timetable. Loch 
Riddon is now on Tarbert - Portavadie / Tarbert - Lochranza service. 
the maintenance of  Port Ellen Pier is well under way. They have 
completed a raised walk way down to the ferry for passengers and 
fitted a ramp on instead of a step. The work is due to be completed by 
the 1st of April 2006. 
 
Clyde: 
Bute exited the James Watt Dock today after completing her first 
annual overhaul. During her overhaul her aft mast has been 
significantly extended to almost match the height of her forward one. 
 
NorthLink: 
NorthLink Slumps into Red Despite £21m Subsidy (external link) 

 
Loch Bhrusda in JWD today 

 

 
Bute in JWD today 

  
 

http://www.theherald.co.uk/business/58537.html
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20/03/06 Western Isles: 
Isle of Mull berthed at the Railway pier this evening to allow Lord of 
the Isles to occupy the Linkspan for a early departure to Coll & Tiree 
tomorrow morning. Lord of the Isles returned from a 1600 sailing ex 
Oban to Craignure at 1730. 
 
Past Fleet: 
Ex CalMac vessel Maid of Cumbrae is confirmed to have arrived for 
scrapping at Aliaga on the 13/03/06 

 
MoC arrived for scrapping 

  
 

19/03/06 Western Isles: 
As per yesterdays note. The Port Ellen sailing is diverted to Port 
Askaig. 
Loch Portain is now back in service on the Sound of Harris roster after 
completing her annual overhaul. 
 
Clyde: 
Loch Ranza is now berthed at Fairlie pier after completing repairs to 
one of her Voith Units. 
Loch Bhrusda was sighted passing the Cumbrae's this afternoon on her 
way to Largs. She later entered JWD for gearbox repairs. 

 
Loch Bhrusda passing 

Cumbrae 

  
 

18/03/06 Western Isles: 
Due to essential pier maintenance at Port Ellen, the 1800 sailing tomorrow will be diverting to Port 
Askaig in favour of Port Ellen. This in effect will mean that the 0415 sailing on Monday 20th March will 
leave from Port Askaig not Port Ellen. 

  
 

16/03/06 Clyde: 
Isle of Cumbrae was noted passing Cloch Point around 1530 this afternoon, possibly heading for 
Roseneath. She was later confirmed berthed at the wires in Gourock. 

  
 

15/03/06 Western Isles: 
Isle of Cumbrae is due to leave Oban this morning bound for the 
Clyde. At present, destination unknown. 
Hebridean Isles was diverted to Port Askaig this evening rather than 
Port Ellen on Islay. 
 
Terminals: 
The passenger gangway at Port Ellen is undergoing maintenance 
today, passengers are required to use the stern ramp of the ferry to 
board / alight. 
 
Clyde: 
Loch Portain was sighted heading out past Millport at 0730 this 
morning bound for the Western Isles. 

 
Loch Portain this morning 

  
 

14/03/06 Western Isles / Clyde: 
All routes appear to be back to normal today after the adverse weather over the past few days. 
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Hebridean Isles did an extra sailing this evening due to the amount of 
cars and commercials built up during the adverse weather recently. 
She departed Kennacraig at 1800 and arrived in at Port Askaig at 2010. 
Bute entered dry-dock today with Western Ferries Sound of Sanday. 
 
Past Fleet: 
It is reported that the ex Clyde Passenger / Car ferry Maid of 
Cumbrae (renamed Capri Express) has been towed for scrapping after 
over 50 years afloat. However, on the 12/03/06 while under tow of the 
tug Saint James from Naples to Aliaga, the vessel she was in tandem 
with, the Salvatore Lauro sank 10nm SW of Gerolimenas Bay, 
Peloponnese. There were no injuries or pollution reported. 
  

 
Maid of Cumbrae in happier 

days 

NorthLink: 
After the adverse weather over the past few days and the dry-dock timetable in effect, the Northern 
Isles routes are getting back to normal. There is however a timetable amendment for Aberdeen 
departures. Hjaltland is scheduled for departure today at 23:45 sailing for Lerwick 

  
 

13/03/06 Continuing with the disruptions today due to adverse weather on the West Coast and Northern Isles... 
Western Isles: 
Tobermory - Kilchoan: Currently suspended. 
Berneray - Leverburgh: All Sailings cancelled today. 
Tayinloan - Gigha: Suspended indefinitely. 
Fionnphort - Iona: Currently suspended. 
Ardmhor - Eriskay: All Sailings cancelled today. 
Lochboisdale - Oban: 0730 to Oban via Castlebay has been delayed. Situation will be reviewed at 1200 
today. 
Mallaig - Small Isles: Weather permitting the timetable for today will be as follows - Mallaig - Rum - 
Eigg - Muck - Mallaig, with a view of there being an improvement in the weather throughout the day. 
Uig - Tarbert - Lochmaddy: The 1600 scheduled sailing Tarbert - Uig cancelled. Weather permitting it 
is hoped to do the following: 1730 Uig - Tarbert (scheduled 1400 Uig - Tarbert & Scheduled 1800 Uig - 
Lochmaddy) 1930 Tarbert - Lochmaddy. Weather permitting Clansman will pick up 0730 from 
Lochmaddy tomorrow as per timetable. 
Port Askaig - Kennacraig: The 0415 sailing from Port Askaig has been cancelled, this in effect means 
that the 0700 sailing from Kennacraig has also been cancelled. Situation to be reviewed at 0900 with a 
view to sailing as per timetable at 0945 from Port Askaig rather than Port Ellen as per 
timetable. Update: The 1300 sailing to Port Askaig and the 1530 return sailing have been cancelled. 
(check external link above for updates) 
 
Isle of Mull departed Oban as per timetable for Colonsay at 1200. She arrived back in time for her 
Craignure tip and was back in Oban for 1745. 
 
Clyde: 
Tarbert - Lochranza: the sailing between Tarbert - Lochranza and return from Lochranza have been 
cancelled. 
 
Loch Portain was sighted undergoing trials on the Clyde around 1245 today after completing her 
annual overhaul. 
 
Company News: 
Gaelic Festival Secures Caledonian MacBrayne Support (external link) 
 
NorthLink: 

http://www.calmac.co.uk/Default.aspx.LocID-031new5sp.RefLocID-031050005.Lang-EN.htm
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As per yesterday due to adverse weather and tidal conditions the 0630 sailing from Stromness - 
Scrabster and the 0845 sailing from Scrabster today have been cancelled. The 1100 sailing from 
Stromness - Scrabster and the 1315 sailing from Scrabster - Stromness will operate as normal. The 
1645 sailing from Stromness to Scrabster will now depart at 16:00 and the 19:00 departure from 
Scrabster will operate as normal. Update: Hamnavoe departed Scrabster at 13:15 to arrive in 
Stromness at 14:45. 
Also due to severe weather conditions in Aberdeen, the 1900 sailing from Lerwick - Aberdeen on 
today has been cancelled. 
(check external link above for updates) 

  
 

12/03/06 There are several disruptions this morning due to the heavy snow falls 
that are continuing to sweep the west coast... 
Western Isles: 
Lochmaddy - Uig: The 1200 sailing ex Lochmaddy and the 1400 ex Uig, 
have been cancelled. 
Tayinloan - Gigha: Service has been cancelled meantime. 
Ardmhor - Eriskay: The 0930 sailing ex Ardmhor and the return 1030 
ex Eriskay have been cancelled. The last return sailing on this route for 
today is also in doubt ie 1500 ex Ardmhor and 1600 ex 
Eriskay. Update: Both have now been cancelled therefore no sailings 
were carried out today. 
Kennacraig - Port Ellen: The 1800 sailing this evening from Kennacraig 
will be diverting to Port Askaig . The 0415 on Monday morning will 
depart from Port Askaig not Port Ellen. 
(check external link above for updates) 
  

 
Juno dep Wemyss Bay this 

morning 

Clyde: 
Tarbert - Portavadie: Service has been cancelled meantime. Update: No further sailings today. 
Tarbert - Lochranza: The 1215 departure from Tarbert to Lochranza has been cancelled. 
Intending passengers for Rhubodach - Colintraive are advised to travel as soon as possible today as 
the service will cease on approach of darkness due to no mains power. Service will resume tomorrow, 
Monday 13th March at Daylight. Scottish Power have advised power should be restored at 11:00 AM 
tomorrow 13th March. 
(check external link above for updates) 
 
Juno and Coruisk swapped rosters this morning on the Wemyss Bay - Rothesay sailings. 
Due to mechanical problems with Saturn the 1720 sailing from Gourock and the 1750 from Dunoon 
were cancelled. 
 
NorthLink: 
There are amended sailings on the Pentland Firth (Scrabster - Stromness) route. Hamnavoe departed 
Stromness at 0900 to arrive in Scrabster at 1030 this morning. The next sailing is scheduled to depart 
Scrabster at 1200 to arrive in Stromness at 1330. Due to adverse weather and tidal conditions the 
1645 sailing has been amended to sail at 1500 with an estimated time of arrival in Scrabster 1630. The 
1900 sailing from Scrabster will now depart Scrabster at 1800 to arrive in Stromness at 1930. The 0630 
sailing From Stromness to Scrabster on Monday the 13 March 2006 is cancelled as is the 0845 sailing 
from Scrabster to Stromness. The 1100 sailing from Stromness to Scrabster is under review. 
 
Cancellations due to adverse weather today: 
Lerwick departures: due to severe weather conditions in Aberdeen. The 1900 sailing from Lerwick to 
Aberdeen on Monday 12th March has been cancelled. The next scheduled sailing is due to leave 
Lerwick at 1730 on Wednesday 15th March sailing for Kirkwall (Hatston) and Aberdeen. 
Kirkwall (Hatston) Departures: The 23:45 sailing from Hatston to Lerwick has been cancelled. The next 
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scheduled sailing is due to leave Hatston on Wednesday 15th at 23:45 sailing for Aberdeen. 
Aberdeen Departures: The 17:00 sailing from Aberdeen to Hatston and Lerwick has been cancelled. 
The next scheduled sailing is due to leave Aberdeen at 19:00 on Tuesday 14th March sailing for 
Lerwick. 
(check external link above for updates) 
 
Hrossey arrived in Lerwick at 0730 this morning and departed at 0830 sailing for Drydock and her 
annual overhaul. 

  
 

10/03/06 Clyde: 
At 0920 this morning Saturn relieved Juno on the Gourock - 
Dunoon route. Juno promptly headed down river to release Bute from 
the Wemyss Bay - Rothesay roster. Bute then headed to Gourock and 
awaited Saturn to depart from HQ with the 1220 to Dunoon. After 
exchanging blasts Saturn made her way past Bute and onwards to 
Dunoon. Bute then began her berthing procedure at Gourock which 
included her opening her bow visor to load a forklift truck with various 
parts on it's forks including what looked like hydraulic cylinders. SPT 
vessel Kenilworth was patiently canting in the bay waiting for Bute to 
move off and away to JWD for her annual overhaul, her first for herself 
and the company. 

 
Saturn and Bute today 

  
 

09/03/06 Isle of Arran arrived at Aberdeen fro Dry Docking today. She sailed from Tobermory to the east cast 
port for her annual overhaul. 
 
CalMac Company News: 
Today CalMac was named as preferred bidder for Northern Isles ferry contract 
that NorthLink currently provide. More Information in our Special News Feature. 
 
NorthLink: 
An emergency fire and evacuation exercise is to take place on Hjaltland at Aberdeen Harbour on 
Friday 10/03/06. The exercise will involve a simulated engine room fire. 
More From NorthLink Here. (external link) 

  
 

08/03/06 Clyde: 
Juno will be going to Rothesay on Friday to start her Summer roster. She is currently getting her 
gangway platform put on to allow her to link up with the new linkspans fitted for the Bute & Coruisk. 

  
 

07/03/06 Clyde: 
Bute and Coruisk appear to be back on there normal rosters on the Wemyss Bay - Rothesay route this 
morning after Bute's breakdown on Sunday. 

  
 

06/03/06 Clyde: 
As a result of Bute's breakdown yesterday she and Coruisk were on the 'wrong' rosters today on 
the Wemyss Bay - Rothesay route. 

  
 

http://www.shipsofcalmac.co.uk/fleet_news_features_1.asp
http://www.northlinkferries.co.uk/Default.aspx.LocID-00gnew3a2.RefLocID-00g007008.Lang-EN.htm
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05/03/06 Hebrides has arrived on the Mersey and has entered the wet basin of 
the Birkenhead Ship Repair Company on the afternoon tide. 
 
Western Isles: 
Lord of the Isles was involved in a rescue of a fishing boat grounded in 
the entrance to Castlebay this evening. The Barra lifeboat requested 
she stood-by to assist if necessary, however she was not required and 
berthed at the linkspan later. 
 
Clyde: 
Loch Portain is currently dry-docked and well underway with her 
annual overhaul in Garvel Dry Dock. 
Bute broke down on the Wemyss Bay - Rothesay route at 
1630. Coruisk abandoned her own roster and took over that of 
the Bute so that the last timetabled sailings in both directions could be 
maintained. Also, as of the news yesterday, the regulations 
on Bute (passengers staying in vehicles while on passage) are also 
being applied on Coruisk. 

 
Loch Portain today 

  
 

03/03/06 Western Isles: 
Clansman was spotted heading out past Greenock this lunchtime, having had her brief overhaul 
completed. She left Gourock at 1515 bound for Lochmaddy where she is next due to relieve 
the Hebrides on her routes in the Western Isles. 
Update: Hebrides was spotted passing Port Askaig at 2015 heading south for her overhaul. 
 
Clyde: 
Loch Portain made her way up from Fairlie and entered Garvel Dry Dock for the start of her annual 
overhaul. Loch Tarbert was delayed on her Tarbert - Lochranza return sailing and as a result the 1515 
from Tarbert to Portavadie and return were cancelled. The timetable resumed with the 1615 from 
Tarbert. 
 
CalMac Press Release: 
Ferry operator Caledonian MacBrayne has confirmed that the Red Funnel Group has been successful 
in tendering for the provision of peak time passenger only services on the Gourock - Dunoon service. 
The service is currently provided by Red Funnel’s Alicat. The extension of their existing contract will 
begin on April 3, 2006 and run for 12 months. CalMac has confirmed that six companies expressed an 
interest in providing the passenger only aspect of the route at key times. Three of the six companies 
did not pursue their interests and an invitation to tender was issued to three companies: Red Funnel, 
Western Ferries and Clyde Marine Services Ltd on January 17. Technical and commercial factors were 
taken into account into the assessment of the bids finally submitted, including factors such as price, 
company background and financial viability; operator experience, vessel suitability and availability, 
crewing arrangements and acceptance of contract terms. CalMac’s Operations Director Phil Preston 
said: “The tender received from Red Funnel best met the requirements for the service and is accepted 
on operational grounds. MV Alicat has proven to be reliable on this service and can meet the 
timetable as required. The contract will be let for 12 months and is renewable thereafter by 
agreement. The contract also allows for termination in the event that CalMac ceases to operate the 
Gourock to Dunoon service.” 
 
CalMac Passenger Information: 
Wemyss Bay-Rothesay 
It is a legal requirement that passengers must vacate their vehicles whilst on passage on Bute. It is a 
marine safety requirement on a vessel of this size on this crossing (ie it is not optional). Only 
passengers with a special dispensation such as ambulance bound patients, with the approval of the 
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crew, can stay in vehicles. Recently this has become a problem to the extent that the integrity of the 
service is being compromised. Some customers are not willing to take the crew’s advice on this matter 
and have, on occasion, refused to vacate their vehicles. In these circumstances Masters have the 
authority to return to the port of departure when a customer refuses to vacate their vehicle when 
requested. Caledonian MacBrayne has made strenuous efforts to reduce the impact of this restriction 
and, with approval from the Marine and Coastguard Agency has managed to achieve certain 
relaxations. Abuse of these arrangements could result in the regulations being more rigidly enforced 
by the Marine and Coastguard Agency. Please also be advised, where customers refuse to co-operate 
with the crew or obstruct crew members in the course of their duty, the company will have no option 
but to involve the police.  This action will also apply to any passenger who is smoking on the car deck 
or displays inappropriate behaviour, including having consumed excess alcohol. 

  
 

02/03/06 Clyde: 
Loch Ranza was reported to be on her way back to Gigha yesterday 
when an oil leak was spotted coming from her newly refitted Voith 
unit. She immediately made back for the Clyde and the Timbercraft 
yard at Shandon in the Gairloch for further repairs as the slips at 
Ardmaleish were occupied. Loch Riddon and Loch Tarbert continue on 
relief duties at Gigha and Loch Fyne respectively. 
Loch Portain arrived on the Clyde from the Sound of Harris and 
berthed at Fairlie until it becomes her turn to take her place in the 
Garvel Dry Dock. Loch Bhrusda is currently keeping the Sound of Harris 
route open. 

 
Loch Ranza making for 

Shandon for further repairs 

  
 

01/03/06 Western Isles: 
Loch Portain was spotted passing through the Sound of Iona at around 1700 this evening, bound for 
an overnight berth at Islay. 
Due to tidal restrictions over the past two days on the Sound of Harris (Leverburgh - Berneray) 
roster, the 1110ex Berneray + 1220ex Leverburgh have been cancelled. There will be extra sailings 
today at 0945ex Berneray + 1050ex Leverburgh. 
Advanced notice of changes on the Sound of Barra (Ardmhor - Eriskay) roster: Again due to tidal 
restrictions the following changes will take place on Thursday 02/03/06: 
Dep Ardmhor 1115 (Instead of 1230) 
Dep Eriskay 1230 (Instead of 1410) 
 
Clyde: 
Clansman left Garvel Dry-dock (if only for a split second) at roughly 13:45 today and did a 180 degree 
spin to go stern-in at James Watt Dock. 
 
NorthLink: 
There are cancellations due to adverse weather and tidal conditions affecting the Pentland Firth Route 
this morning. Hamnavoe departed Stromness at 0915 to arrive in Scrabster at 1045. The next 
scheduled sailing is expected to depart Scrabster at 1115 to arrive in Stromness at 1300. 
Also due to the adverse weather there are delays affecting Lerwick Arrivals. As a result the Hjaltland is 
due to arrive in Lerwick at 1330 and depart at 1730 sailing direct to Aberdeen. 
(check external link above for updates) 
 
Update: 
Hamnavoe departed Stromness at 1645 to arrive in Scrabster at 1815. The next sailing is scheduled to 
depart Scrabster at 1900 to arrive in Stromness at 2030 this eveing. 
Hjaltland arrived in Lerwick at 1330 and departed at 1720 sailing for Kirkwall (Hatston) and Aberdeen. 
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Her expected time of arrival in Kirkwall (Hatston) is 2300 this evening with a expected time of arrival in 
Aberdeen is 07:00 tomorrow morning. 

 

DATE  NEWS 

29/04/06 Clyde: 
Caledonian Isles departed Brodick at 1405 and is expected to arrive in Ardrossan at 1500. She should 
have been in Ardrossan at 1445 and out again at 1515. 

  
 

28/04/06 Terminals: 
Due to engineering work on the railway line between Inverkip and Wemyss Bay between Monday 1 May 
and Friday 5 May, CalMac have been advised by First Scotrail that train services will terminate at Inverkip 
and a replacement bus will operate between Inverkip and Wemyss Bay. Due to the timing of the bus, 
CalMac have agreed with First Scotrail to delay the 1945 departure from Wemyss Bay by 10 minutes and 
on Friday the 2040 sailing, again by 10 minutes. 
 
Past Fleet: 
PS Waverly did not make Port Ellen on her Western Isles tour today due to adverse weather / wind. 

  
 

25/04/06 Western Isles: 
Sound of Harris Route. Due to adverse weather conditions and low 
tides, the 12.05 sailing from Berneray and the 13.30 sailing from 
Leverburgh have been cancelled. 
Hebridean Isles was late coming in to Port Ellen tonight due to 
adverse weather. She did not berth until approx 2040. 
 
Past Fleet: 
On Friday 28th April the PS Waverly is due in to Port Ellen on her 
Western Isles tour. 

 
Hebridean Isles' delayed arrival 

  
 

24/04/06 Western Isles: 
Loch Bhrusda remained on Roster until 1340 when the adverse weather caught up with her. As did 
the Loch Striven at Raasay, she remained on  Roster until 1745. 
Sound of Harris Route. Due to Low Tides, the following sailings are cancelled: 
Wednesday 26/4 Dep Lev @ 1205 Dep Bern @ 1330 
Thursday 27/4 Dep Bern @ 1205 Dep Lev @ 1330 
Friday 28/4 Dep Bern @ 1040 Dep Lev @1205 &  Friday 28/4 Dep Bern @ 1330 Dep Lev @ 1445 
Alternative sailings for Friday only: Depart Bern 0940 Dep Lev 1050 
Isle of Lewis was storm bound at Ullapool this afternoon due to adverse weather. 
Lochnevis didn't make Eigg due to the bad weather conditions - she returned to Mallaig. 
 
Clyde: 
Alicat missed the 1745 / 1815 due to adverse weather. She spent time resting at Dunoon. Coruisk also 
fell victim to the adverse conditions, she came off Roster at 1441. Loch Tarbert missed her 1430 / 1505 
and 1545 / 1630 sailing due to the bad weather. She resumed her roster at 1715 but unable to berth 
Claonaig. She returned to Lochranza and remained there for the rest of the day. 

  
 

23/04/06 Clyde: 
Bute swapped from the No 2A Roster which she was on until 1420, to the No 2 Roster from 
1515. Juno followed suit swapping from  the No 2 Roster at 1505 to the No 2A Roster at 1600. 
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20/04/06 Western Isles: 
Hebridean Isles was late departing Port Askaig this afternoon. This 
delay was caused on her outward run from Kennacraig when she was 
35 minutes late due to a ballast problem. She caught up 10 minutes 
by the time she left Port Askaig and then made up time later in the 
day and was in at Port Ellen tonight at 2020. 
 
Clyde: 
It is expected that Jupiter is bound for the Garvel dry-dock for her 
annual overhaul on the 28th of this month. Confirmation to follow. 

 
Hebridean Isles arriving at Port 

Ellen 

  
 

17/04/06 Muirneag arrived on the Mersey this morning at 1130 for her annual 
overhaul. She later entered and docked in Dry-Dock number 6. 
 
Western Isles: 
Isle of Arran took over the double freight service at 0030 Stornoway-
Ullapool and back today. She is expected to give two freight runs 
nightly: 
1800 ex Stornoway & 2145 ex Ullapool 
0130 ex Stornoway & 0515 ex Ullapool 

 
Muirneag Arrives on the Mersey 

  
 

16/04/06 Western Isles: 
Muirneag left Stornoway yesterday at 2100, passing the inbound Isle of Arran heading into port to take 
over on the freight runs from Ullapool - Stornoway. 

  
 

15/04/06 Clyde: 
Bute made for Gourock this afternoon to berth at company HQ to undergo planned work by divers on 
her hull. She is expected to take up roster again at 1010 tomorrow ex Rothesay. 
 
Past Fleet: 
A message from Loch Lomond Steamship Company director John Beveridge is that the slipping of 
the Maid of the Loch at Balloch is now scheduled for Wednesday 26th April - delay due to longer than 
anticipated underwater work The 'Maid' is currently undergoing restoration work. She was a one time 
member of the CSP Fleet disposed of in 1982. 

  
 

14/04/06 Western Isles / Clyde: 
Isle of Arran departed Brodick this morning around 0800 and sailed 
direct to Port Askaig. She's was noted en route to Kennacraig at 1830. 
 
Past Fleet: 
The veteran and one time CalMac fleet member, Waverley maid her 
first sailing of the season today with a trip down the Clyde to 
Rothesay. The preserved paddler's summer schedule can be found on 
her website. Check the links page for more information. 

 
Waverley & Bute at Rothesay 

  
 

13/04/06 Clyde: 
Caledonian Isles departed Ardrossan at 1835 and is expected to arrive in Brodick at approx 1930. She 
will then depart again for Ardrossan as soon as possible to help clear the back logs of traffic created with 
her recent absence and her smaller relief's capacity. 
 
Western Isles: 
Isle of Arran is due to leave Ardrossan today bound for Islay. She is to undertake a few Freight rosters 

http://www.shipsofcalmac.co.uk/links.asp
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before retuning north to Stornoway to relieve Muirneag allowing the freight ship to go for annual 
overhaul. 

  
 

12/04/06 Clyde: 
Isle of Cumbrae relieved Loch Riddon on the Tarbert - Portavadie service on the afternoon of Thursday 
30th March. Loch Riddon moved to Largs as second vessel for summer service on Thursday 
30th March. Loch Bhrusda sailed from Largs on completion of ramp trails to Campbeltown to overnight 
on Saturday 8th April. 
 
Western Isles: 
Loch Bhrusda sailed on Sunday morning for Tobermory to overnight before heading out to Barra on 
Monday. Loch Linnhe, relieved by Loch Bhrusda, headed from Barra back to Tobermory on Monday 
10th April, to relieve Raasay. 
 
Northern Ireland: 
Raasay sailed from Tobermory to Ballycastle on Tuesday 11th April, to relieve Canna. Canna was due to 
sail on Wednesday for Corpach, possibly via Oban for overnight stop. 

  
 

08/04/06 Clyde: 
Following her recent gearbox repairs, Loch Bhrusda left JWD and was 
berthed at Largs outer berth adjacent to Loch Riddon this afternoon. 
She will next return to the Sound of Barra and let the Loch 
Linnhe move back to Tobermory for her summer employment. 

Western Isles: 
The Hebridean Isles is to undertake an extra sailing tonight due to 
the normally large United Auctions Easter sale on Islay. There is a vast 
amount of floats due in and out of the island's southern Port. The 
sailing is departing Kennacraig at 1800s, arriving Port Ellen 2020, dep 
Port Ellen at 2045 arr Kennacraig 2305. There is also an extra on 
Sunday morning dep Kennacraig at 0700 arr Port Ellen 0920, and 
sticking to the normal Sunday Sailings throughout the rest of the 
day. These sailings can be booked in the normal way for the public as 
noted on CalMac posters about Islay. 

 
Lochs Alainn, Bhrusda and Riddon 

at Largs this afternoon 

  
 

07/04/06 Clyde: 
After undergoing a deep clean by external specialists, Caledonian 
Isles returned to service this afternoon on the Ardrossan - Brodick 
route, albeit running a reported 40 minutes late at one point. Her 
relief, Isle of Arran, lay at the old Burns and Laird berth having 
completed her spell of emergency relief duty. 
Loch Tarbert was off service for a spell this afternoon due to 
mechanical problems but resumed the Claonaig - Lochranza roster 
with the 1545 from Lochranza. 

Western Isles: 
After arrival at Oban, Clansman was taken out of service with engine 
problems, she vacated the linkspan and headed to the lighthouse 
pier. As a result at 1600 Lord of the Isles took the mull roster at 1600 
/ 1700, 1800 / 1900 as at one point she may have had to go out to 
Barra. Isle of Mull thus hovered in the harbour until 1605 after her 
1500 Mull run and then took the 1700 to Colonsay. Lord of the 

 
Isle of Arran turning for Brodick 

 

 
Clansman at the Lighthouse berth 
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Isles went back on schedule with the 2230 Craignure run 
and Clansman (after her fault was fixed) sailed on a delayed 1340 
sailing at 2000 to Barra- due 0100 / 0120 arr Oban 0620 Sat. 

  
 

05/04/06 Western Isles: 
Lochan was chartered for one day from Bruce Watt in lieu of Lochnevis who was out of service. She 
sailed from Mallaig to; Rum - Mallaig - Canna - Rum - Mallaig. 
 
Clyde: 
Caledonian Isles is being withdrawn from service for 48 hours following a number of the crew being 
struck down by a Norovirus infection. Steps were taken to eliminate the risk of the infection spreading, 
however the time off is required to facilitate 'decontamination' of the vessel. A reduced capacity service 
to Brodick will be provided by Isle of Arran which left Stornoway shortly before lunchtime today bound 
for Ardrossan. She will return to her original route for two days, commencing with the 0700 sailing to 
Brodick. She is later due to relieve Muirneag on the freight run across the Minch when the regular ship 
goes for her overhaul. 

  
 

04/04/06 Western Isles: 
Lochnevis was off service today with technical problems today. She will possibly be off tomorrow for 
further investigation. 
 
Clyde: 
It is reported that construction work has finally begun on the new Cumbrae ferry at the Ferguson's yard 
in Port Glasgow. This vessel, still to be named, is due into service during the 2007 season and will be one 
of the larger members of the Loch Class, releasing Loch Riddon to move to the Oban - Lismore route. We 
will keep you updated with the newbuild's progress over the coming months 
 
Bute and Juno have been confirmed as the two Bute ferries this summer rostered on the Wemyss Bay - 
Rothesay. 
 
NorthLink: 
BREAKFASTS AT SEA BENEFIT CANCER CHARITY (external link to NorthLink.co.uk) 

  
 

03/04/06 Caledonian MacBrayne Press Releases: 
 Caledonian MacBrayne name new Rothesay Ferry 
Ferry operator, Caledonian MacBrayne has confirmed that the name of its new ship to service the Isle of 
Bute will be Argyle. The vessel, currently being built by the Remontowa Group in Gdansk, Poland, is due 
to enter service at the end of 2006. 

http://www.northlinkferries.co.uk/Default.aspx.LocID-00gnew3a4.RefLocID-00g007008.Lang-EN.htm
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The new vessel with a contract value of £9 million will be a sister-ship for Bute, currently the newest 
vessel in the CalMac fleet. She was introduced onto the Wemyss Bay - Rothesay route in July 2005. 
Confirming the name of the new ship today (Monday 3 April), CalMac’s Chairman, Dr Harold Mills said: 
“the name Argyle is singularly appropriate for the new Wemyss Bay - Rothesay ferry. It is important for 
safety reasons that the name is not held by any other vessel and Argyle, with the old spelling, fits the 
bill. MV Argyle will be the seventh vessel to bear the name. The best known of all the Clyde paddle 
steamers named Argyle was actually the successor to the first Bute on the service from Wemyss Bay to 
Rothesay, as well as to Innellan, Largs and Millport. Coincidentally, the seventh Argyle will be the sister 
ship of the seventh Bute”. 
Dr Mills continued: “When Argyle joins Bute later this year, the Company will achieve its objective in 
providing a ferry service appropriate to the 21st Century. Technical Director John Kerr said “Like Bute, the 
sister vessel is being been built with passenger comfort in mind. We know from our experience of 
the Bute the enhanced facilities offered and different style of seating arrangement were all very well 
received. Bute has set new standards for our commuter type service and we believe that we are offering 
both the quality of onboard facility that the customers of today expect and that we as the lifeline ferry 
service provider believe are entitled to”. 
The new vessel will be 72m long and 15.3m breadth, with a moulded depth of 5m. She will able to carry 
60 cars and 450 passengers and this will further increase capacity on CalMac’s busiest route 
Further details on Argyle’s progress and her anticipated arrival on the Clyde will be regularly updated on 
CalMac’s website, www.calmac.co.uk. 
 
 Caledonian MacBrayne confirms start of enhanced Sound of Harris service (external link) 

  
 

01/04/06 Clyde: 
Ardrossan - Brodick 
There will again be a two ship operation for Arran this year, repeating last years introduction 
of Saturn on the Ardrossan - Brodick roster. Saturn will join Caledonian Isles again on Tuesday 27th June 
and will stay pairing her until Thursday 31st August 2006. Saturn's timetable will roughly consist of the 
following; from Monday to Saturday she will take the the first 0715 sailing ex Brodick and will complete 3 
return crossings a day (not Saturdays), the last being the 1830 sailing ex Ardrossan. On Sundays her first 
sailing sailing will be ex Brodick at 1025 and she will undertake 2 return crossings, the last being the 1830 
ex Brodick. A new Ardrossan - Brodick timetable for this extra service will be published nearer the time. 
(check external link above) 
 
Also at Arran: 
From Spring - Autumn 2006 there should be no problems for the BP Oils tanker berthing at Brodick 
Depot at night. The tanker berths at the Ferry Linkspan at Brodick and the Caledonian Isles is scheduled 
to berth overnight at Ardrossan, this will allow the Tanker to pump fuel into the storage tanks at Brodick 
depot and offload at night. The tanker should be either the Border Springer Border Heather or Border 
Thistle. 
 
Lochranza - Claonaig 
From Monday to Saturday the first 0815 sailing ex Lochranza will operate for 9 return sailings a day, the 
last being the 1900 sailing ex Claonaig. Every Sunday the first 0930 sailing will be ex Lochranza for 8 
return sailings a day, the last being the 1900 sailing ex Claonaig. Loch Tarbert will berth overnight at 
Lochranza. 
 
Caledonian MacBrayne Press Releases: 
 CalMac in 2007 Already 
 CalMac achieves Environmental Accreditation 
 CalMac to Introduce Seven Day Service for Sound of Harris 
 A Life on the Ocean Wave 

http://www.calmac.co.uk/
http://www.calmac.co.uk/Default.aspx.LocID-031new5tf.RefLocID-031050005.Lang-EN.htm
http://www.calmac.co.uk/Default.aspx.LocID-031new5td.RefLocID-031050005.Lang-EN.htm
http://www.calmac.co.uk/Default.aspx.LocID-031new5tb.RefLocID-031050005.Lang-EN.htm
http://www.calmac.co.uk/Default.aspx.LocID-031new5ta.RefLocID-031050005.Lang-EN.htm
http://www.calmac.co.uk/Default.aspx.LocID-031new5t8.RefLocID-031050005.Lang-EN.htm
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 Caledonian MacBrayne and JoLomo team up again! 
(all above are external links to CalMac's website) 
  

DATE  NEWS 

31/05/06 Western Isles: 
Mechanical problems saw the Clansman sail for Coll and Tiree 90 minutes late this morning. This will 
no doubt have a knock-on effect on her Barra sailing later his afternoon. Coruisk still appears to be out 
of service today, with there only being three sailings today, all of which are limited capacity. 

  
 

30/05/06 Western Isles: 
We believe there is a problem with Coruisk today. According to CalMac's disruptions page there will 
be an 0810h sailing ex Mallaig and an 0850h sailing ex Armadale which will be operating as a 
passenger only service (presumably Lochnevis or other chartered vessel.) There will also be a 
1615h/1800h sailing as timetabled ex Mallaig. The 1615h/1800h (ex Mallaig) and 1705h/1840h (ex 
Armadale) will be able to carry a restricted number of cars, for any bookings or enquiries 
please contact the relevant port offices or check the external link above. 
Update: There is a reported fault with Coruisk today and Lochnevis took the sailings hence the reason 
no coaches were allowed as she doesn't have the capacity to take both cars and coaches. 

  
 

29/05/06 Western Isles: 
The Hebridean Isles was 10 minutes late arriving into Port Askaig this 
evening due to adverse weather conditions in the Sound of Islay. 
Due to problems on the Mallaig - Armadale roster, there will be 
some altered sailings tomorrow (Tuesday 30/05/06): 
The following sailings will operate Passenger Only: 
0810 ex Mallaig 
0850 ex Armadale 
The following sailings are under review and could be passenger only: 
1615 ex Mallaig 
1800 ex Armadale 
(check external link above for more information) 

 

 
Hebridean 

Isles 
tonight 

  

  
 

28/05/06 Western Isles: 
The Hebridean Isles did not depart Kennacraig until 1320 today due 
to a vehicle booked onto the sailing turning up late. 
 
Clyde: 
Due to a sea rescue earlier today the Caledonian Isles is running 
approx 45 minutes late. The 1640 sailing departed Brodick at 1725 
and is expected in Ardrossan at 1820. After making for Arran again 
she later arrived back at Ardrossan at 2045 reducing her delay down 
to 30min. The rescue happened just outside Ardrossan only moments 
after the Caledonian Isles completed her own Fast Rescue Craft (FRC) 
drill which she normally does on a Sunday morning. 
(check external link above for more information) 

 
CI from Stevenston Point around 

1620 today 

  
 

26/05/06 Clyde: 
Loch Alainn is back in service on the Largs - Cumbrae roster today after her brief departure for minor 

http://www.calmac.co.uk/Default.aspx.LocID-031new5t7.RefLocID-031050005.Lang-EN.htm
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repairs. 
Ardrossan - Brodick 
It has been announced busy sailings are expected during the Microsoft UK challenge being held on the 
Isle of Arran. The following sailings are expected to be operating at full capacity due to the anticipated 
number of passengers travelling: 
Friday 9th June 2006. 0700 ex Ardrossan and the 1640 ex Brodick 
Customers are advised to travel earlier if your journey is urgent. (check external link above for updates) 

  
 

22/05/06 Western Isles: 
According to a couple of reports we have received, the Iona ferry Loch Buie will this summer be 
operating with a reduced passenger capacity. She will apparently be one crew member down, thus 
limiting her passenger numbers to 150. It will be interesting to see if this leads to passengers missing 
their Oban sailings as a result of having to wait around half an hour for the next sailing to Fionnphort, 
when the one they turn up for is full... 
  

Clyde: 
Raasay was spotted heading down the Firth past Cloch lighthouse 
earlier this afternoon. We are not sure where she was headed but it 
could be Largs. Apparently the Loch Alainn is out of service until 
Sunday having minor repairs and maintenance carried out. This 
leaves just Loch Riddon to operate the Cumbrae sailings over the 
anticipated busy Bank Holiday weekend. Raasay may be on standby 
to operate relief sailings from Largs although this is just speculation 
at this time! 

 
Raasay passing Cloch Light today 

 

Clyde: 
Prior to her return to service, Jupiter left JWD this morning and took her place in the Garvel Dry Dock for 
her annual overhaul. She took Waverley's place after the paddler's own overhaul was finished. Jupiter is 
noted as requiring a considerable paint job after her winter ay-up at Rosneath. 

 

 

18/05/06 Western Isles: 
Isle of Arran is back in service on her summer 2nd roster at Islay. She 
is seen opposite today berthed in at Port Ellen after a sailing from 
Kennacraig. Isle of Arran took over the run today to allow 
the Hebridean Isles to go for a day's general maintenance. She (IoA) 
will start the Peak Summer roster tomorrow morning at 0700. 
 
Weather Cancellations Today: 
Barra - Eriskay: 
The Chargehand on Loch Bhrusda has advised, that due to weather 
conditions he was cancelling the 09:25 sailing ex Ardmhor and the 
return 1015 ex Eriskay. The next return sailing is also in doubt, 
information will be posted later. The 1110 sailing ex Ardmhor and the 
return 1300 sailing ex Eriskay have now been cancelled. Details of the 
next return sailing will be updated at approx 1500 today. (check 
external link above for updates) 
Leverburgh - Berneray: 
Due to adverse weather conditions the 1205 from Berneray and the 
1330 from Leverburgh have been cancelled. The situation will be 
reviewed at 1400 with regard to the 1440 from Berneray and 1600 
from Leverburgh. 
 

 
Isle of Arran today 

 
Both ferries passing at Port Ellen 
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Clyde: 
Jupiter left Rosneath in the Gareloch at approximately 1230 today 
and made directly to JWD (Greenock). Presumably she'll lie there 
until Waverley vacates the dry-dock. She will then enter and receive 
attention for her return to service overhaul. 

  
 

 

  
 

17/05/06 Western Isles: 
Isle of Arran was on the Islay run to Port Ellen at 0430 today, she 
arrived from the mainland terminal at Kennacraig on time at 0650. 
Hebridean Isles was late arriving in at Port Ellen yesterday due to 
wide load at Kennacraig. 

 
Isle of Arran This Morning 

  
 

16/05/06 Clyde: 
Isle of Arran departed Brodick around 0800 this morning bound for 
her summer Islay roster. 
After a lengthy lay-up, Jupiter will be dry-docked on Thursday 
morning for her annual overhaul and return to service for her last 
season. 
 
Past Fleet: 
Ex CalMac ferry Hebridean Princess berthed in at Port Ellen today on 
another of her West Highland tours for the Summer season.  
 
NorthLink: 
Electrical problems on the Hamnavoe this morning caused 
disruptions on the Scrabster and Stromness service. The vessel left 
Stromness on schedule this morning but was forced to turn back to 
Stromness. As a result the 6:30am sailing from Stromness and the 
8.45am sailing from Scrabster were cancelled. The vessel is now 
running to schedule. 
NorthLink have confirmed that an electrical fault on 
the Hamnavoe saw the vessel strike the Outer Holm island at the 
mouth of the Stromness harbour this morning. A spokesman said that 
at approximately 6.30am this morning, the ship suffered a “brief” loss 
of power. “As a result, while power was being restored, the vessel 
drifted slightly from its course and made contact with the shore at 
the mouth of the harbour. There was no sudden movement and no 
passengers were harmed.” After safety checks in Stromness, the 
Maritime & Coastguard Agency (MCA) gave its approval for the vessel 
to sail. 

 
Hebridean Princess today 

  
 

15/05/06 Western Isles: 
Eigg loaded a Oil Tanker at 1045 today in Oban and headed for Craignure (Mull). Eigg usually takes any 
hazardous loads across to allow Isle of Mull to operate to full capacity. 
 
Clyde: 
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Isle of Arran was noted berthed at Brodick Pier around 2045 this evening, her move suggests she's on 
track to be back on the Islay roster in the next day or so. 

  
 

14/05/06 Western Isles: 
It was Eigg's turn to practice her lifeboat drill at her Oban berth 
today. The lifeboat was lowered and manoeuvred about the area 
around Eigg at 1000 this morning, before returning onboard. 
Clansman made an extra call at Craignure (Mull) this afternoon on 
her way out to Castlebay (Barra). The reason for her unscheduled 
stop was to pick up an extra crew member. 
 

 
It appears Lord of the Isles is about to hoist load at Colonsay if she 
berths, the weather is apparently in doubt as she departed Oban. The 
reason for her using the hoist is the wires are being replaced on the 
linkspan at Scalasaig (Colonsay). See picture opposite from onboard 
reporter. Update to follow shortly. Update: Lord of the Isles berthed 
at a very wet and dreary Colonsay on schedule and proceeded to use 
her hoist to unload and load cars at the pier. After a little confusion 
from some passengers and there vehicles, the whole concept of the 
lift finally got her loaded and underway again. On the return journey 
a large reverberation was felt throughout the ship, and a belch of 
black smoke erupted from her port side funnel - one crew member 
joked that we had just witnessed a car ferry backfiring! 

 
Eigg's lifeboat drill today 

 
Van & car positioned to unload 

  

   
Lord of the Isles hoist loading at Scalasaig (Colonsay) today 

  
 

13/05/06 Western Isles: 
Lord of the Isles underwent a FRC (Fast Rescue Craft) Lifeboat drill in the Sound of Mull today, it delayed 
her arrival into Oban by 30min. 

  
 

12/05/06 Western Isles: 
Isle of Mull and Lord of the Isles swapped rosters briefly for today. Isle of Mull took the Colonsay sailing 
as a special art event onboard took place. Lord of the Isles undertook the Oban - Craignure sailings. 
 
Clyde: 
Jupiter's generators and forward main engine ran up today in preparation for her return to service. Her 
aft engine is set to run up on Monday morning. Sadly this will probably be her last season in service with 
the company after the introduction of the new Argyle into the fleet. 
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11/05/06 Western Isles: 
There are cancellations effecting the Leverburgh - Berneray roster. 
The 0720 sailing ex Berneray has been delayed due to the thick fog in 
the Sound. This is currently hampering the visibility in the narrow and 
difficult channel between the Islands. Loch Portain is currently 
awaiting an improvement in the weather before she sets off from 
Berneray. We shall update this message as soon as 
possible. Update: Loch Portain managed to depart Berneray 90min 
late (0850) after the heavy fog lifted. She arrived at Leverburgh at 
1000 and promptly departed with full throttle back across the Sound 
to North Uist. 
The Isle of Arran will be back on the 2nd Islay run on by the 16/17th 
of May. This will allow the Hebridean Isles to have her hull sides 
painted. 
 

 
"Ferry Master Told to Heed Weather" 
(external link) 

 
Foggy Leverburgh today 

 
Loch Portain powers away 

  
 

09/05/06 Western Isles: 
Isle of Lewis underwent a safety drill of her lifeboat evacuation procedure mid-Minch today. The drill 
lasted a short period and all systems were OK. She conducted the test while in transit to Stornoway at 
around 1130. 

   
Isle of Lewis's lifeboat drill today 

Clyde: 
Isle of Arran continues her wait to return to service for the summer in JWD with her ramps extended 
today. 

  
 

07/05/06 Clyde: 
Caledonian Isles berthed stern in at Ardrossan this morning. Reason 
currently unknown. She usually berths bow in at the mainland port 
and stern at Brodick. She was reported berthing bow in at 1440 at 
Ardrossan, the problem presumably resolved. 
Raasay has been sighted heading up river past Arran at 1130 this 
morning, presumably to berth at Gourock after her relief stint at 
Rathlin Island. On her way up, she stopped at Largs to discharge 
three crew cars. She later berthed at the inside berth on DRB Marine 
jetty at 1510, the berth being previously held by the work boat Laura 
M which had to move to let her in. 

 
Raasay today at Largs 

It appears that Loch Tarbert may be testing her systems. While in transit to Claonaig this afternoon she 
span 180 degrees and continued her journey. 
The Cowal ferry Jupiter will go to JWD for her annual overhaul shortly. Then she will return to 
the Gourock - Dunoon roster. Saturn will then return to Arran 2nd roster during the summer. 

  
 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/highlands_and_islands/4762979.stm
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06/05/06 Northern Ireland: 
Canna left Kennacraig this morning bound for Ballycastle after completing her annual overhaul. She will 
then take up her usual roster on the Ballycastle - Rathlin Island run. It is unclear where Raasay is headed 
at the moment. Raasay is currently holding the Rathlin route open. Update to follow. 

  
 

04/05/06 Clyde: 
Isle of Arran was sighted heading up the Firth of Clyde this morning, having been replaced on the Lewis 
freight run last night. She arrived this afternoon and entered stern-first in JWD. Jupiter will be brought 
back to life soon as she prepares to enter Garvel for her annual overhaul. 
 
Company News: 
In the latest twist in the tendering process, one of the two private companies seeking to win the contract 
(Western Ferries) has withdrawn its interest in providing the vital lifeline services across the west coast 
network. The other private operator (VShips) has announced it will be considering its position soon. 

  
 

03/05/06 Western Isles: 
Muirneag returned to Stornoway from refit at 1800 this evening to 
take up her Ullapool - Stornoway Freight roster. It took her 3 hours 
to enter the Lewis port due to the adverse weather outside the bay. 
 
Clyde: 
Due to adverse weather the service has been suspended on 
the Claonaig - Lochranza roster for the day. 
Bute retuned to normal service on the Wemyss Bay - Rothesay roster 
last night. She was back in full swing today after suffering propulsion 
unit problems which were repaired in Dry Dock. She briefly visited 
Gourock HQ (Wires) before heading back down the Clyde to her 
home route. 

 
Bute at Gourock yesterday 

  
 

02/05/06 Western Isles: 
Due to adverse weather the following sailings were disrupted today: 
Oban - Coll / Tiree: The 1500 to Coll & Tiree has been cancelled. The next sailing will be at 0600 on 
Wednesday 3rd May as scheduled. 
Mallaig - Armadale: The 1215 / 1335 sailings ex Mallaig and the 1255 / 1415h sailings ex Armadale have 
been cancelled. There will be an update at 1400 re. sailings for the remainder of today. 
Tayinloan - Gigha: Service has been suspended meantime. 
Berneray - Leverburgh: All sailings on the Sound of Harris have been cancelled for the day. 
Mallaig - Small Isles: The sailing to Eigg and Muck has been cancelled. 
Tobermory - Kilchoan: Service is currently suspended, situation will be reviewed at 1300. Conditions 
haven't improved situation will be reviewed at 1430. 
Ardmhor - Eriskay: Chargehand has just advised that due to weather conditions he was cancelling the 
0925 sailing ex Ardmhor and the return 1015 sailing ex Eriskay. The 1110 and the 1300 sailings will be 
reviewed later. Chargehand has now cancelled the 1110 sailing ex Ardmhor and the return 1300 sailing 
ex Eriskay. The next return sailing will be reviewed later. ie 1545 ex Ardmhor and 1635 ex Eriskay. 
Fionnphort - Iona: Service is suspended until further notice, we will update if the situation changes. 
Kennacraig - Islay: The Hebridean Isles was late arriving into Port Ellen tonight. 
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Clyde: 
It is believed the technical problem with Bute has something to do 
with her propulsion units. There has been reported that high 
amounts of vibration near the front of the ship are felt. As a result 
she left Rothesay at 2335 last night to head upriver to dry-dock. She 
was sighted later today passing the diverted Caledonian Isles (details 
below) and returning to Rothesay at 1815 this evening presumably 
ready to take up service this evening. As a result of Butes absence, 
temporary changes were made to the Gourock - Dunoon sailings 
today. There was no Passenger-only service departing Gourock at 
1745 and Dunoon at 1815. They were suspended on today and were 
expected on the Wednesday 3 May to allow the Alicat (as reported 
yesterday) to head to the Wemyss Bay - Rothesay roster. A 
temporary timetable will apply for today but service will now resume 
tomorrow as normal. 
 
Ardrossan - Brodick: As a result of mechanical problems at Ardrossan 
the Caledonian Isles has been diverted to Gourock at 1105 and is 
expected to arrive there approx 1320. It will then return to Brodick. 
Passengers are advised that a bus will leave Ardrossan @ 12.25 to 
Gourock. Passengers are advised to be at Gourock for 1315. Due to 
essential mechanical repairs to Caledonian Isles, the 1920 departure 
from Brodick on Tuesday 2 May 2006 and the 0700 departure from 
Ardrossan on Wednesday 3 May have been cancelled. Further details 
will be posted as they become available. (check external link above) 
 
As a result of adverse weather the following sailings were affected: 
Lochranza - Claonaig: Sailings have been suspended until further 
notice. 

 
Diverted CI & repaired Bute pass 
one another today on the Clyde 

 

 
Alicat at Rothesay at 1010 today 

  
 

01/05/06 Clyde: 
Please note that a temporary timetable will apply for Wednesday and Thursday of this week on the 
Wemyss Bay to Rothesay service. The changes are being effected to allow Bute to enter dry-dock for 
some technical adjustments which will enable her to resume normal service as quickly as possible. 
While Bute is in dry-dock from early Tuesday (May 2, 2006) Alicat will provide passenger only services on 
the Wemyss Bay - Rothesay service in addition to Juno, which will continue to provide vehicle 
services. Alicat will operate a passenger only service between Wemyss Bay - Rothesay from 0925 on the 
two days we believe Bute will be out of service. CalMac will also honour any vehicle tickets for Wemyss 
Bay and Rothesay on the Colintraive to Rhubodach and Gourock to Dunoon services for this period to 
enable customers to make adjustments to their travel arrangements wherever necessary. We regret the 
inconvenience and assure our customers that normal service will be resumed as soon as possible. 
 
Wemyss Bay - Rothesay Ferry: Temporary Timetable from Tuesday 2 May: 
 
Dep Wemyss Bay / Dep Rothesay 
0715 / 0630 
0845 / 0800 
0925 Passenger only / 0930 
1015 / 1010 Passenger only 
1100 Passenger only / 1100 
1215 / 1145 Passenger only 
1300 Passenger only / 1300 
1345 / 1345 Passenger only 
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1430 Passenger only / 1430 
1515 / 1515 Passenger only 
1600 Passenger only / 1600 
1645 / 1645 Passenger only 
1730 Passenger only / 1730 
1815 / 1815 Passenger only 
1900 Passenger only / 1900 
1945 
 
Alicat will provide additional services on the Wemyss Bay - Rothesay route while Bute is in dry-dock for 
essential maintenance. After fulfilling the peak early sailings between Gourock and Dunoon at 0650 and 
0750, Alicat will make her way to Wemyss Bay. This will mean that the regular 1745 ex Gourock and 
1815 ex Dunoon passenger-only services will be suspended for Tuesday 2 May and Wednesday 3 May. 
The 0650 and 0750 passenger-only sailings between Gourock and Dunoon will be unaffected on both day  

  

DATE  NEWS 

29/06/06 Clyde: 
Saturn is suffering from yet another mechanical problem, and she will not be sailing tomorrow. All 
sailings on Saturn to and from Arran are cancelled until further notice. It is possible that it is a re 
occurrence of the cracked engine casing she had last month. She is currently (1830) berthed between 
the Irish Berth in Ardrossan and the Linkspan berth having moved from the Irish berth at 1735. 

  
 

28/06/06 Western Isles: 
Islay Service: See yesterdays news for amended timetable due to Isle 
of Arran being taken out of service. 
Isle of Arran returned to service around 1300 today after damage to 
her bow was assessed and minor repairs were made. 
Eigg loaded a tanker at Oban linkspan today and took it across to 
Craignure (Mull). Hazardous loads are not permitted on the enclosed 
deck of the Isle of Mull. 

 
IoA arriving at Islay today 

  
 

27/06/06 Western Isles: 
Due to Technical problems with Isle of Arran, the 1300 sailing from Kennacraig is currently running 2 1/2 
hours late. Hebridean Isles will depart Kennacraig at 1530 to Port Askaig and return at 1800 from Port 
Askaig back to Kennacraig. This in effect will mean that the scheduled 1800 sailing tonight will also be 
running late. The scheduled departure sailing at 1800 will depart Kennacraig at approx 2030. As a 
result Lord of the Isles timetabled 1145 sailing from Colonsay to Oban (arr. Oban 1400) will now 
depart Colonsay at 2020 (arr. Oban 2240) tomorrow. It is not currently known what the problem 
with Isle of Arran is, although a suspected contact with Kennacraig linkspan is likely, causing some 
damage to herself and the linkspan. 
Update: 
Islay Service - Wednesday 28th June 2006 
As a result of Isle of Arran being taken out of service until further notice, please be advised that the 
following timetable will operated by Hebridean Isles and Lord of the Isles for Wednesday 28th June 
2006 only. 
Hebridean Isles: 
Dep. Port Askaig 0530 
Dep. Kennacraig 0815 
Dep. Port Askaig 1040 
Dep. Colonsay 1215 
Dep. Port Askaig 1400 
Dep. Kennacraig 1630 
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Dep. Port Ellen 1900 
Lord of the Isles: 
Dep. Oban 1530 
Dep. Colonsay 1800 
Dep. Port Askaig 1910 
Dep. Colonsay 2020 
Arr. Oban 2240 
All intending travellers are advised to contact Kennacraig office on 01880 730 253 - option 2 or Port Ellen 
Office on 01496 302209 - option 2 
(please check external link above for updates) 

  
 

26/06/06 Western Isles: 
Loch Buie's sailings on the Fionnphort - Iona roster were disrupted around midday today presumably 
due to low tide. The service had however resumed by the afternoon. 
Isle of Mull departed 20minuets late this evening. She left Oban at 1820 instead of the scheduled 1800 
with heavy traffic. 
 
Clyde: 
Passengers aboard Caledonian Isles witnessed a rescue helicopter hovering just above decks on an 
exercise around 1845 this evening. The exercise delayed her arrival into Ardrossan. 
 
Ex-Fleet: 
Former Eigg flit-boat Laig Bay has been put up for sale by her current owner in Oban. More details here. 
(external link) 
 
Company News: 
CalMac Clarifies Position on Caravans in Colonsay (external link) 

  
 

24/06/06 Western Isles: 
Hebridean Isles was ten minuets late departing Kennacraig today due to a low loader with a digger on 
the back taking time to negotiate the slipway. The 0700 departure was delayed until 0710. 

  
 

22/06/06 Ex-Fleet: 
An update on the Claymore at Dover: She remains Pentland Ferries owned and although currently on 
charter is mainly crewed by their employees. 

  
 

21/06/06 Western Isles: 
Due to adverse weather the following crossings are affected today: 
Mallaig - Armadale: 
The 1455 sailing will be departing as scheduled, weather permitting the service will resume as 
timetabled for the afternoon. 
Mallaig - Small Isles: 
Will be reviewed on an hourly basis with a view to there being moderation in the weather. 
Update: 
Lochnevis is to depart at approx 1500 from Mallaig, sailing to Rum, Canna and back to Mallaig, e.t.a at 
Mallaig approx. 2100 this evening. 
Berneray - Leverburgh: 
The following sailings were cancelled this morning: 0720 ex Berneray and 0830 ex Leverburgh. Loch 
Portain is still in Berneray. The rest of the day's sailings are to be reviewed nearer each sailing time. 
Ardmhor - Eriskay: 
The following sailings have been cancelled: 
0715 and 0925 ex Ardmhor 

http://www.findafishingboat.com/detail.php?aid=1390
http://www.calmac.co.uk/Default.aspx.LocID-031new5ws.RefLocID-031050005.Lang-EN.htm
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0810 and 1015 ex Eriskay 
The next return sailings are also in doubt. 
Update: 
With an improvement in weather conditions the last 2 return sailings on this route will go ahead as 
timetabled: 
1545 & 1730 ex Ardmhor 
1635 & 1855 ex Eriskay 
Oban - Colonsay: 
The Hebridean Isles did not venture up to Oban this afternoon due to the weather. Thus the 1530 from 
Oban to Colonsay is cancelled. Next sailing tomorrow with Lord of the Isles. 
Oban - Castlebay: 
The 1340 sailing to Barra, which was also scheduled to make an additional call at Lochboisdale following 
yesterday's cancellation, has had to be pulled for today. All being well, Clansman will sail tomorrow 
morning at 0900 for Tiree and Castlebay and Lord of the Isles will sail at 1530 for Lochboisdale and 
Castlebay as per timetable. 
Uig - Tarbert / Lochmaddy: 
After an improvement in the weather, it is intended to operate the following amended timetable: 
1430 ex Lochmaddy 
1800 ex Uig* 
1930 arr Tarbert 
1940 ex Tarbert 
2130 arr Lochmaddy 
*the 1800 sailing is via Tarbert to Lochmaddy 
The 1600 sailing from Tarbert to Uig is cancelled 
(check external link above for updates) 
  

Clyde: 
Due to adverse weather the following crossings are affected today: 
Ardrossan - Brodick: 
The 0820 from Brodick saw Caledonian Isles diverting to 
Gourock. Saturn's 0900 to Arran, returning at 1030 was cancelled, as 
were the Caledonian Isles' 1105 from Arran and 1230 from 
Ardrossan. 
Update: 
Saturn remained at Ardrossan this afternoon; her 1330 sailing being 
cancelled. Caledonian Isles left Brodick at 1350 bound for Ardrossan, 
however this sailing is subject to diversion at any time if required. 
Lochranza - Claonaig: 
Service has been suspended. The service will resume with the 1715 
sailing from Lochranza whether permitting. 
(check external link above for updates) 

 
Traffic at Brodick today 

waiting for the weather to clear 

  
 

20/06/06 Western Isles: 
Due to adverse weather the following crossings are affected today: 
Mallaig Small Isles: 
The second call at Muck on the Small Isles roster has been cancelled this afternoon. 
Oban - Lochboisdale: 
The 1530 from Oban - Lochboisdale / Castlebay has been cancelled.  The next scheduled sailing from 
Oban will be @ 1340 hrs tomorrow. 
Leverburgh - Berneray: 
The 1730 sailing ex Berneray and the 1840 ex Leverburgh have been cancelled.  The next sailing from 
Berneray will be 0720 tomorrow. 
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(check external link above for updates) 
 
Isle of Arran was 15mins late arriving at Port Ellen tonight due to divers checking her propellers at 
Kennacraig. They were checking for a snagged creel line. 
 
Clyde: 
Due to adverse weather the following crossings are affected today: 
Ardrossan - Brodick: 
With a strong southerly wind, Saturn had to make a detour south as far as Holy Isle to turn for 
Ardrossan. This added to her journey time and although leaving nearly 50 minutes before Caledonian 
Isles, Saturn arrived at Ardrossan only a short time before Caledonian Isles this morning. 
Update: Due to deteriorating Weather conditions the following sailings are cancelled: 
Saturn: 1330 ex Ardrossan, 1545 ex Brodick, 1830 ex Ardrossan tonight & 0715 ex Brodick tomorrow. 
Caledonian Isles: 1920 ex Brodick tonight & 0700 ex Ardrossan tomorrow. 
The service will resume with the 0820 Sailing from Brodick tomorrow. 
Gourock Dunoon: 
The following sailings have been cancelled: 
Alicat: 1745 ex Gourock, 1815 ex Dunoon 
Jupiter: 1920 ex Gourock, 1950 ex Dunoon 
Jupiter will commence the last sailing ex Gourock at 2018 and ex Dunoon at 2045. 
Lochranza - Claonaig: 
Sailings have been suspended. 
Update: The 1825 ex Lochranza and the 1900 ex Claonaig have been cancelled. 
(check external link above for updates) 
 
Loch Riddon was noted heading for Fairlie this evening presumably to shelter from the wind. 
 
Ex-Fleet: 
As reported yesterday, Claymore is now in Dover and made her first Dover - Dunkirk crossing last night 
with livestock. Her charter is for 2-3 months by a farmer's co-operative. It is not currently known who is 
manning her. Further updates to follow. 
It also appears that Heidi (ex Caledonia) has been raised from her sunken position in Naples. Picture can 
be found on Ship Nostalgia. (external link) 
Meanwhile Waverley, back from the Bristol area, was lying between Greenock and Helensburgh this 
morning waiting for Battler to cant Mornes outside the JWD / Garvel this morning at 0715. 
 
NorthLink: 
Despite the weather conditions all NorthLink sailing appear to be running as 
scheduled. Hamnavoe departed Scrabster at 1900 to arrive in Stromness at 2030. Hjaltland departed 
Aberdeen at 1700 sailing for Hatston and Lerwick. 

  
 

19/06/06 Clyde: 
Saturn started her additional sailings on timetable this morning, 
leaving Brodick at 0715 and arriving at Ardrossan at 0830. On her 
second run of the day, she departed Brodick leaving only a few 
vehicles for the regular Caledonian Isles to clear. 

Ex-Fleet: 
Former CalMac fleet member Claymore of 1978 appears to have left 
her role as Orkney ferry and is currently berthed at Dover undergoing 
inspection by the MCA. Apparently she is now owned by Sea 
Containers once more. It was Sea Containers that purchased her back 

 
Saturn at Brodick 

http://www.shipsnostalgia.com/gallery/showphoto.php/photo/28140
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in 1997 when she was first forced by the government to leave CalMac 
(leaving the fleet without vital spare tonnage in the process). 

 
Claymore at Dover 

  
 

18/06/06 Clyde: 
Saturn is now resting at the Burns and Laird berth in Ardrossan 
awaiting her start tomorrow on the 2nd Ardrossan - Brodick roster. 
She is pictured (right) with regular Arran ferry Caledonian Isles on the 
Ardrossan linkspan berth. 
Update: 
Saturn has now moved over to Brodick (Arran), and is 
awaiting Caledonian Isles vacating the berth at 1920. She will 
presumably start her roster from the island tomorrow morning. 
Meanwhile Alicat has been enjoying the crowds at the Faslane fare 
ferrying passengers around. 

 
Saturn at Ardrossan 

  
 

17/06/06 Clyde: 
Saturn pitched in with one last sailing Gourock - Dunoon at 1020 this 
morning before making for Ardrossan at 1600 this afternoon ready to 
take up her summer roster on the Ardrossan - Brodick sailings. She 
left with a couple of cars on board (presumably crew), facing aft. She 
is currently due to commence these sailings on Monday and things 
look ok for the planned start so far. Jupiter is back in service at 
Gourock on the Gourock - Dunoon sailings after her brief post-
overhaul touch up. 
Update: Saturn is now (1930) berthed at the Burns and Laird berth in 
Ardrossan. 

 
Saturn passing Cumbrae 

  
 

16/06/06 Clyde: 
Saturn was noted heading very slowly past the Cloch lighthouse at 1015 this morning. She was on her 
way to Gourock and took over from Jupiter on the 1320 sailing from Gourock - Dunoon. Jupiter is now 
berthed at HQ (Gourock, Wires) for final touches to her overhaul which was cut short 
by Saturn's breakdown. Once Jupiter is back in service, Saturn is estimated to head down to Ardrossan 
on Sunday 18/06/06 to take up her summer roster as 2nd Arran vessel on the Ardrossan - Brodick route 
on Monday. 

  
 

13/06/06 Clyde: 
Due to essential ramp repairs Loch Alainn is being taken out of service for around 4 hours tomorrow 
morning from 1000. Loch Riddon will be sailing on a half-hourly timetable and will then be rejoined by 
the larger vessel to give the full timetable. For further updates, see the external link above. 

  
 

12/06/06 Western Isles: 
Hebrides was delayed by nearly an hour this evening by strong winds and was unable to depart Uig until 
1855. 
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11/06/06 Western Isles: 
Clansman was noted berthed bow in (Starboard side to) at Castlebay 
this morning. She usually berths Port to and loads via her stern. She 
may have been testing her port side life boat in a lowering exercise 
explaining her positioning. 

 
Clansman at Castlebay 

  
 

10/06/06 Clyde: 
Saturn is still experiencing technical problems with her engine. As a 
result the Caledonian Isles is maintaining her usual route alone as per 
usual until her smaller counter part joins her after 
repairs. Caledonian Isles was running slightly late by 10 - 20 minuets 
at lunchtime today but by the afternoon had made up the time and 
was back on schedule. 

 
CI at Ardrossan today 

  
 

09/06/06 Clyde: 
It appears that Saturn will not be assisting the Caledonian Isles today. As per the Fleet News on the 7th 
there was expected heavy traffic for the Microsoft Challenge being held on Arran. It is understood there 
were technical problems with Saturn this morning and she is suffering with a cracked engine casing. 
Vehicle and Passenger traffic has been cleared on the 0700 sailing from Ardrossan and Caledonian 
Isles sailed as per timetable at 0820 ex Brodick. For the return journeys this evening, the Microsoft 
Challenge organisers have split the the competitors over the 1640 & the 1920. They intend to have 550 
foot passengers travel on the 1640 which would leave approximately 150 competitors on the 1920. It is 
likely that there will even be some stragglers on the last sailing tonight at 2140. 

  
 

08/06/06 Western Isles: 
It appears that Isle of Lewis is back on station after being fumigated from the bug onboard. Lord of the 
Isles arrived back in Oban this morning at 0830 after sailing directly from Uig overnight. 
 
There is no sign of Raasay in Oban this morning which could indicate that she left very early or made 
straight for Port Askaig last night. 
 
NorthLink: 
Due to adverse weather, Hjaltland is not expected to arrive at Kirkwall (Hatston) until 2340 this 
evening. The onward departure to Lerwick is estimated to depart at 0015. Passenger and Car Check-in 
opens at 2100. Final Passenger and Car Check-in is 2315. 
(check external link above for updates) 

  
 

07/06/06 Western Isles: 
CalMac anticipates that Isle of Lewis will resume a normal service at 0715 on Thursday 08/06/06 after 
fumigation. A temporary timetable is in operation today with additional sailings on the Uig - 
Tarbert roster. There are NO sailings today on the Ullapool - Stornoway roster. (see yesterdays news for 
times and information). 
 
Raasay was sighted heading down Loch Linnhe passing Port Appin towards the Sound of Mull this 
afternoon. She will either spend tonight at Oban or continue onto Islay before making for the Clyde. 
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Clyde: 
Busy sailings are expected on the Ardrossan - Brodick roster during 
the Microsoft UK Challenge being held on Arran. The following 
sailings are expected to be operating at full capacity with the 
anticipated numbers of passengers travelling: 
Friday 09/06/06 
Ardrossan - Brodick 0700 
Brodick - Ardrossan 1640 
In particular, the 1640 Brodick - Ardrossan sailing - customers are 
advised to travel earlier at 1350 if your journey is urgent to ensure 
passage. 
 
Although today's still hot - it appears the Loch Riddon's Crew are still 
only as far as a large plastic cone towards the real thing, it being first 
sighted on Monday... 

 
Loch Riddon's cone 

  
 

06/06/06 (All the 6's Today!) 
Western Isles: 

 
Isle of Lewis is being withdrawn from service tomorrow (Wednesday 07/06/06) due to sickness 
(Norovirus suspected but not confirmed) affecting 8 of the crew. All Ullapool - Stornoway traffic will be 
diverted to the Uig - Tarbert roster. Lord of the Isles is currently en route from Oban to 
assist Hebrides with additional traffic. 
The following temporary timetable will operate: 
Lord of the Isles will sail from Barra (0700) to Lochboisdale then onto Uig (diverting from intended Oban) 
for 1200 to take up emergency roster outlined. 
0730 Tarbert - Uig normal scheduled sailing (Hebrides) Stornoway - Ullapool traffic diverted onto this 
sailing. 
1230 Uig - Tarbert additional sailing (Lord of the Isles) 
1445 Tarbert - Uig additional sailing (Lord of the Isles) 
1730 Uig - Tarbert additional sailing (Lord of the Isles) 
Providing all is OK with Isle of Lewis, Lord of the Isles will then sail light back to Oban at c1920. 
Existing Ullapool-Stornoway bookings and tickets are being transferred to these arrangements. It is 
planned that Isle of Lewis will resume a normal service at 0715 on Thursday 08/06/06, subject to 
cleansing being completed and no escalation in reported cases of the illness. Connecting onward 
passenger coaches are being provided. 
Updates to follow. (check external link above for updates). 
CalMac Press Realise on Service Changes (external link) 

 
"Illness strikes Stornoway Ferry" (external link) 

Clyde: 
Saturn is still berthed in JWD for repairs etc. She will then head on Friday 09/06/06 to take up 
the Ardrossan - Brodick 2nd Roster. Jupiter will then return to take over the Gourock - Dunoon run. 
  

http://www.calmac.co.uk/Default.aspx.LocID-031new5vz.RefLocID-031050005.Lang-EN.htm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/highlands_and_islands/5054608.stm
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Past Fleet / Historical: 
An updated on the MacBraynes buses seen out and about recently in 
the islands. The three buses seen on the Loch Bhrusda on Sunday 
were attending the annual Rally of the MacBrayne Circle which was 
on South Uist this year (four buses were actually in attendance, but 
only three were involved in Sunday's trip to Barra.) Last year's Rally 
was actually on Islay and involved a photo shoot at Port Askaig 
including the Isle of Arran on which the buses had arrived. The buses' 
presence on Islay was at least part of the reason why a bus was 
requested for the Islay Feis which was, I understand, last weekend 
too. The AEC Reliance (illustrated on 04/06/06)  is owned by 
Laurence Macduff who is a MacBrayne Circle member but was unable 
to attend the Uist Rally opting instead to make Islay on Saturday. 

 
MacBraynes bus on Barra 

This bus featured in a recent article in the Scots Magazine. In reality it worked 
between Glasgow and Campbeltown in MacBrayne days- it's rather larger than 
the Bedfords used in Islay. 
Contact details for the MacBrayne Circle coming soon. 

 

  
 

05/06/06 Western Isles: 
The 0830 sailing from Leverburgh - Berneray has been delayed this 
morning. Loch Portain departed Berneray at 0720 but is currently 
anchored mid-way across the sound due to dense fog. Update 
1005: It appears that the Loch Portain has slightly made up her 
schedule time after the fog cleared up, she departed Leverburgh at 
1010 and due to arrive at Berneray 1110. The 1205 sailing from 
Leverburgh - Berneray was delayed until 1310. 
 
Clyde: 
Loch Riddon appears to have gained a summer addition sometime 
today. A Large 99' Ice Cream Cone has been mounted on a pole at the 
bow. THe reason behind it is unclear - perhaps a small joke by the 
local crew for the hot summer days ahead - and some wishful 
thinking! 

 
Loch Riddon's addition 

  
 

04/05/06 Western Isles: 
Islay welcomed a preserved MacBraynes buses today on tour. After 
her visit she boarded the Isle of Arran at Port Ellen by reversing onto 
the vessel for there return trip to Kennacraig and the mainland 
(reason for reversing currently unknown). MacBraynes buses were 
once a very familiar sight in the Highlands and Islands. There were 
also three sighted on Barra after using the Loch Bhrusda to cross 
from Eriskay. 

 
MacBraynes bus 

  Terminals: 
Surveyors have discovered that there are deficiencies in the structure of the Victorian Pier at Dunoon 
which would need to be addressed (at around £1m) to allow the pier to still be able to handle heavy 
vehicles. As a result the leader of Argyll & Bute Council has written to the Transport Minister asking that 
the matter be rectified by allocating a suitable CalMac vessel to operate to and from the new (end-
loading) linkspan. He has not received a reply but CalMac have made it clear that they have no vessel 
available, as both Bute and Coruisk are occupied on their own dedicated routes - at Wemyss Bay - 
Rothesay and Mallaig - Armadale respectively. 
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03/06/06 Clyde: 
Jupiter was also noted back in service today after her extensive 
winter lay-up. She undertook trials on the Clyde where she was noted 
around the Tail of the Bank before heading to company HQ at 
Gourock. She later took her first commercial sailing this evening at 
2018 ex Gourock - Dunoon roster. 
Both Loch Riddon and Loch Alainn were loading at Cumbrae slip at 
the same time this evening. The reason being that the Loch 
Alainn was delayed because a coach was stuck on her vehicle ramp. 
The encounter was quite close as can be seen in the picture opposite. 
Due to the Saturn being out of service, AliCat stepped in to provide 
passenger only sailings for the day. As a result a Clyde River Steamer 
Club Charter was cancelled. 
 
Company News: 

 
"Challenger to CalMac network may pull out of tender 
contest" (external link) 

 
Jupiter on trials 

  

 

 
L. Alainn & L. Riddon 

  
 

31/06/06 Clyde: 
Saturn appears to have joined the list of vessels to be experiencing technical problems all of a sudden. 
She was noted as being out of service this morning but we have had a report that an attempt to sail was 
going to be made later in the morning. At present there is no vehicle service from Gourock to Dunoon 
as Jupiter is not yet ready to re-enter service. 

Saturn has also been confirmed this morning as the summer back-up vessel on the Ardrossan - Brodick 
route for 10 weeks, commencing 19th June. Click here for full details. It should be noted that this facility 
will not be possible beyond 2006 because once Argyle enters service (date now put back even further, to 
spring 2007) one of the Streakers will be sold off and there may not be a vessel available to carry out 
extra Arran runs. 

Western Isles: 
Coruisk is still out of service pending repairs so the Mallaig - Armadale service is down to three return 
sailings, fitting in around Lochnevis' scheduled sailings to the Small Isles. See the external link above for 
updates and contact details for Mallaig and Armadale port offices. 

 

DATE  NEWS 

31/07/06 Clyde: 
Saturn is struggling today with the weather, having had to come south as far as Clauchlands point to 
make her turn for Brodick. She is estimated to reach Brodick around 1025. 
Update: 
Due to adverse weather conditions the 1330 ex Ardrossan and 1545 ex Brodick Saturn sailings have been 
cancelled. 

 

http://business.scotsman.com/topics.cfm?tid=953&id=819022006
http://business.scotsman.com/topics.cfm?tid=953&id=819022006
http://www.calmac.co.uk/Default.aspx.LocID-031new5vr.RefLocID-031050005.Lang-EN.htm
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(check external link above for updates) 
Due to mechanical problems with Juno the following one vessel service using Bute will operate until 
further notice on the Wemyss Bay - Rothesay roster: 

  

 
Saturn @ Ardrossan this morning 

 

  1100 dep Rothesay 
1215 dep Wemyss Bay 
1300 dep Rothesay 
1345 dep Wemyss Bay 
1430 dep Rothesay 
1515 dep Wemyss Bay 
1600 dep Rothesay 
1645 dep Wemyss Bay 
1730 dep Rothesay 
1815 dep Wemyss Bay 
1900 dep Rothesay 
1945 dep Wemyss Bay 
Update: 
Due to the late running of Bute, she is now sailing on the 2a roster having just left Rothesay at 1645. 
Update 1730: 
Juno is now back in service alongside Bute for the remainder of the day. 

  
 

26/07/06 Clyde: 
Having been relieved by Juno once more at Rothesay, Saturn returned to her Arran duties this morning, 
arriving in Ardrossan at 1130 having taken a northerly route via Sannox as opposed to her regular route 
closer to Holy Isle. 

  
 

25/07/06 Clyde: 
Saturn came off the Arran run after her arrival in Ardrossan yesterday morning and then proceeded 
north to assume a relief role on the Wemyss Bay - Rothesay crossing. Juno sailed up the Clyde to Gourock 
where she spent much of the day on the Gourock - Dunoon roster while Jupiter lay at the wires 
undergoing maintenance. With Jupiter back in service at 1920, Juno then retired to the wires for work to 
be carried out. It was expected the Juno would head back down to her own roster by the end of today, 
with Saturn returning to the Ardrossan - Brodick secondary timetable once more. 

  
 

24/07/06 Northlink: 
At 0915 this morning Shetland Coastguard received an emergency call from Hamnavoe, undertaking her 
regular route from Scrabster to Stromness on Orkney, alerting the marine emergency services to a 
woman in her 40s who had gone overboard. The ferry crew advised the Coastguard that their rescue boat 
was being lowered into the water and that they would atempt to recover the casualty. The woman was in 
the water for around 10 minutes before being recovered and brought back aboard. 

  
 

23/07/06 Clyde: 
Juno is currently heading up river (1350) towards Gourock. She sat in Wemyss Bay until Bute arrived and 
then departed. 
Update 1642: 
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She has now moved to Gourock and Switched off her AIS. 
Update 1834: 
Juno is now heading back to Rothesay, doing her usual 12.1 knots the problem appearing to be fixed. 
It appears that due to a mechanical problem with Juno the following service will operate: 
15.15, 16.45, 18.15 and 19.45 sailings from Rothesay. 
16.00, 17.30, 19.00 and 20.40 sailings from Wemyss Bay. 
 
Saturn sailings from Ardrossan - Brodick will be withdrawn until further notice after the 0715 sailing from 
Brodick on Monday 24th July. This suggests either that Saturn too is experiencing technical trouble, or 
that she may be returning north to cover for Juno if required. We will keep you updated... 

  
 

21/07/06 Past Fleet: 
Her Majesty the Queen, currently on a cruise round the West Coast of Scotland made a stop at Islay 
today. She went ashore at Port Ellen after disembarking from her ship for the voyage - the ex CalMac 
ferry Hebridean Princess. The picture opposite shows the Queen and the Captain of the Hebridean 
Princess. 

 

 

 
The Queen today at Islay 

 

  
 

19/07/06  
Clyde: 
Saturn has just diverted to assist a bather on a lilo off Ardrossan. Upon arrival a closer yacht had already 
picked up the stranded youngster. Saturn then made her way to check three other floating inflatables 
which have drifted out from the shore. Her fast rescue craft was manned and made ready to go but 
wasn't required. After the Troon lifeboat turned up she made off and is now due to arrive in Ardrossan at 
c1710. 

 

  

 
Fast craft on Saturn today 

 

  
 

18/07/06 Clyde: 
Largs - Cumbrae services suspended this morning due to dense fog in the channel. 
Update: 
Services resumed at Largs after fog cleared at 1000. 
 
Elsewhere the network is seeing dense fog too but no other disruptions have been reported. Isle of 
Mull made her way over to Craignure passing a almost invisible Duart Castle. Foghorns were present in 
the Sound too. 
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Duart Castle from IoM 

 

  
 

17/07/06 Clyde: 
Wemyss Bay - Rothesay: 
After resolving mechanical problems with Juno all back to normal this morning. 

  
 

16/07/06 Clyde: 
Wemyss Bay - Rothesay: 
Due to mechanical problems with Juno the following sailings were cancelled: 
1730 Rothesay-Wemyss Bay 
1815 Wemyss Bay-Rothesay 
1900 Rothesay-Wemyss Bay 
1945 Wemyss Bay-Rothesay 
Juno had to vacate the pier at 1800 to allow Waverley to berth; she returned, very slowly, after the 
paddler had departed and tied up for the night. 
 
Alicat continued to provide relief support for the Glasgow River Festival today shuttling visitors to the 
Science Centre from Braehead. 
See yesterdays news for more information on her charter. 

 

 

 
Alicat in Glasgow 

 
Alicat loads passengers 

 

  
 

15/07/06 Clyde: 
Wemyss Bay - Rothesay: 
Due to mechanical problems with Juno the following sailings were cancelled: 
1600 Rothesay - Wemyss Bay 
1645 Wemyss Bay - Rothesay 
1730 Rothesay - Wemyss Bay 
1815 Wemyss Bay - Rothesay 
Juno took the 1900 from Rothesay, leaving 40 minutes late, and completed the timetable that evening 
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with the 2110 ex Rothesay and 2200 ex Wemyss Bay. 
Bute arrived in Wemyss Bay at 1730 with many foot passengers disembarking; there were several 
hundred pedestrians queuing at Rothesay when the Bute arrived, some may have been left behind when 
she departed at around 1830. 

   
Alicat has been chartered to ferry passengers from Braehead up to Glasgow north bank today and 
tomorrow for the Glasgow River Festival. Clyde Marines Second Snark was supposed to perform this duty 
but was unavailable due to technical difficulties. It has been many years since a CalMac flag (as Alicat is a 
chartered boat) has been seen this far up the river. 

 

 
 

Alicat returns from Glasgow 

 

  
 

14/07/06 Clyde: 
Wemyss Bay - Rothesay: 
Due to mechanical problems with Juno the following sailings were cancelled: 
0930 Rothesay - Wemyss Bay 
1015 Wemyss Bay - Rothesay 

  
 

11/07/06 Clyde: 
On this day last year, Bute maid her fist sailing on the Wemyss Bay - Rothesay roster. Berthing cautiously 
at both sides it was also the hottest day for a decade in the area. Saturn also made her first trip south to 
Ardrossan to test out the berth for her new role as second Brodick ferry a year ago today. 

  
 

08/07/06 Western Isles: 
Hebridean Isles was 6 minuets late departing Port Ellen this morning. The reason for her delay was due 
to a HGV's brakes becoming jammed on. Crew and Staff eventually managed to get the lorry off the 
vessel. She eventually departed at 0951. 
 
Clyde: 
Ardrossan - Brodick: 
Due to adverse weather the following sailings on Saturn only are cancelled: 
1830 ex Ardrossan Tonight. 
1030 ex Brodick Tomorrow (Sunday 9th July) 
There are no disruptions on the Caledonian Isles. 
(check external link above for updates) 

 

 

 
Hebridean Isles 
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06/07/06 Company News: 

 New Contract Awarded for Northern Isles Service (external link) 

Following the announcement a few months ago that CalMac was the preferred bidder to take over the 
Orkney and Shetland routes, NorthLink Ferries Ltd has been formed and today completed the handover 
of the package of routes. See the external link above and also click here for information on the official 
CalMac site. 

 

 

 
Hjaltland departing Lerwick 

at 1850 this evening 

 

  
 

05/07/06 Western Isles: 
Delays are being experienced on the Oban - Craignure service again today. Isle of Mull was 20 minutes 
late back in from Craignure, arriving at 1405 and then leaving again just after 1425. This 
delayed Hebridean Isles which has just berthed at the linkspan at 1430. Lord of the Isles, due in at 1420 
is also running late, having arrived in Oban Bay at 1445 and is now awaiting the linkspan. It is thought 
that the Mull delays are caused partly by the busy 1000 sailing from Oban. Prior to sailing, the Isle of 
Mull sits at Oban for 30 minutes and loads large numbers of foot passengers. Once at Craignure, she has 
only 15 minutes to discharge these and reload the returning passengers, although in today's case, this 
was compounded by the temporary breakdown of the Oban passenger gangway and foot passengers 
were, for a while, having to board via the linkspan and the stern ramp. 

  
 

03/07/06 Clyde: 
Both Cumbrae vessels Loch Alainn and Loch Riddon had to share Cumbrae slip at 1600 this 
afternoon. Loch Alainn had a touring coach stuck on her vehicle ramp and the crew made arrangements 
to free it. 
 
Saturn sailed from Brodick this morning at 0730 looking like she's keeping to her roster after her recent 
absence. 
 
Company News: 

 New Chairman for CalMac Appointed (external link) 
 
The appointment of Caledonian MacBrayne's new chairman has been announced by the Scottish 
Executive.  Peter Timms, 62, currently a board member, will be replacing Harold Mills, who is stepping 
down on 31 July. Mr Timms, a member of the Argyll and the Islands Enterprise board, will remain in the 
post for three years. Transport Minister Tavish Scott said that the appointment would help the company 
through its current restructuring process. Speaking during a visit to Benbecula, he added: "CalMac has a 
crucial role in providing lifeline ferry services to island and remote mainland communities in the Clyde 
and Hebrides. "This appointment, coupled with the experience and skills of the current board members 
will help the company through the current difficult process of restructuring. "I am delighted that Peter 
Timms has agreed to accept the challenge and lead CalMac for a three-year term." He said Mr Timms' 
skills and knowledge would benefit passengers and businesses, as well as taking CalMac forward in the 
next stage of its development. "The post requires continued strong leadership, an understanding of the 
issues which affect the social and economic life of the Highlands and Islands and a clear vision of the 
future," Mr Scott added. Mr Timms lives on Bute and is currently chairman and managing director of 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/north_east/5155466.stm
http://www.calmac.co.uk/Default.aspx.LocID-031new5x3.RefLocID-031050005.Lang-EN.htm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/highlands_and_islands/5141208.stm
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Rothesay Company, Flexible Technology Limited. He was first appointed to the CalMac Board in July 2000 
and re-appointed in July 2003. 

  
 

01/07/06 Clyde: 
Juno was late running for some of the afternoon but gained time progressively and got back onto 
schedule by the evening. Bute on the other hand kept getting later during the day and is reportedly back 
to her creeping up to piers cautiously. 
CalMac at Brodick confirmed Saturn will be operating today. At the moment there are no other details as 
to weather she will be operating a normal timetable or not. 
Update 0920: 
Saturn is currently on her way over to Ardrossan (Arran). 
Update 1035: 
Saturn left Brodick at approx 1033 while Caledonian Isles canted in the bay awaiting her smaller 
counterparts departure. 

 

 

 
Juno passing Cloch 

 

 

 DATE  NEWS 

31/08/06 Western Isles: 
Eigg was performing some sort of Hydraulics test today at Oban Slipway 
around 0830 this morning. A tape measure was used to measure the full 
length of the unfolded ramp which was done in three stages. The first 
stage was lowering the bottom half fully down, the second lowered the 
upper half to loading position and the final stage saw her back out and 
extend her ramp under the water as far as it could go, at each stage 
measuring it. 
Canna arrived at Corpach this afternoon. She tied up at the boatyard pier 
and will be slipped for her overhaul shortly. Raasay is now in service 
providing cover at Rathlin. 

 
Canna approaching Corpach 

  
 

30/08/06 Clyde: 
Loch Dunvegan is suffering with ramp problems currently. Her stern ramp seems to have locked in a 
position that is parallel to the vessel with the tips at a 40degree angle. She is currently sailing single 
ended berthing bow in at both terminals swinging about mid channel. 

  
 

29/08/06 Western Isles: 
Oban - Lochboisdale - Oban Saturday 9th September 2006 
 
Customers are advised that 0815 sailing Oban to Lochboisdale and the 1350 Lochboisdale to Oban on 
Saturday 9th September will operate the following revised schedule due to the forecasted low tidal 
conditions at Lochboisdale. 
 
1000 ex Oban  arr Lochboisdale 1520. 
1540 ex Lochboisdale  arr Oban 2100. 
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28/08/06 Clyde: 
Ardrossan - Brodick 
Due to circumstances beyond CalMac's control the 1515 sailing from Ardrossan was 
delayed. Caledonian Isles is due to arrive in Brodick at 1705 and will depart again as soon as possible. As 
a result the 1640 sailing from Brodick was delayed. Caledonian Isles departed Brodick at 1730  and is 
due to arrive in Ardrossan at 1825 and will departed again as soon as possible for a return leg. 
 
The reason for the delay was later released by CalMac: 
Ferry operator Caledonian MacBrayne has confirmed that police were called to an incident at Ardrossan 
harbour this afternoon which has led to the detention of a number of individuals. 
Hugh Dan MacLennan, CalMac's Head of Communications and Customer Care said: "I can confirm that 
the police were called to investigate the conduct of a number of individuals. This has led to delays in 
sailings whilst the matter was being investigated. This included searches of various areas on the ship 
and in the immediate vicinity of the terminal. The police were called soon after the incident took place 
and the 1515 sailing from Ardrossan to Arran with Caledonian Isles was delayed by 50 minutes 
approximately, departing eventually at 1610. There was no immediate danger to the ship or to 
passengers and we would like to thank the customers on board for their understanding and 
cooperation." 
Sailings to and from Ardrossan for the rest of the day are subject to delay while the ongoing police 
investigation is concluded. 
 
CalMac has confirmed the following timetable for the Ardrossan - Brodick service for the rest of the 
evening: 
1800 ex Ardrossan Saturn arrive Brodick 1900 
1940 approx Caledonian Isles will depart Brodick for Ardrossan. 
Caledonian Isles is currently (1730) en passage from Brodick to Ardrossan, due to arrive at 1830 approx 

  
 

26/08/06 Western Isles: 
Oban - Castlebay / Lochboisdale - timetable change Friday 8th September & Friday 29th September 
2006. 
Please note the following alteration to Clansman's timetable on Fridays 8th & 29th September 2006 to 
accommodate livestock traffic from Uist: 
dep Castlebay 1850 
arr Lochboisdale 2020 
dep Lochboisdale 2030 
arr Oban 0130 

  
 

25/08/06 Clyde: 
COWAL HIGHLAND GATHERING SERVICE - 25 - 27 AUG 2006 
Caledonian MacBrayne are pleased to advise customers that additional 
sailings will be in place on the following dates: 
Friday 25th - 1 extra vessel will operate per hour all day. (2 vessels per 
hour). 
Saturday 26th - 2 extra vessels will operate all day subject to customer 
demand (up to 3 vessels per hr). Last scheduled sailing is 2130 ex Dunoon. 
Sunday 27th - regular Sunday service with additional sailings as required. 
This will supplement the regular Gourock-Dunoon timetable. 
(check external link above for updates) 

New Build Update: 
Work on the new Largs - Cumbrae vessel (yet to be named) at Ferguson's 

 
Newbuild at Ferguson's 
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on the Clyde seems to have been very slow this summer. The reason is 
believed to be that the vessel is not required until Largs pier rebuild is 
complete sometime in the spring. 

  
 

24/08/06 Clyde: 
Just a week after returning to normal drive-through operation, Loch 
Alainn is out of service once again for nearly six hours today. She will be 
brought back into service for 1600 but in the meantime, Loch Riddon is 
expected to undertake solo sailings on the winter timetable. 
Saturn left Ardrossan at 1700 after loading crew cars. She is now heading 
up river to perform her duties in the highland games ferrying passengers 
on the upper Clyde rosters. She is due to return to her summer Arran 
station on Monday 28th August. 

 
Saturn at Ardrossan 

  
 

23/08/06 Clyde: 
Loch Tarbert missed her 1315 ex Lochranza and 1350 ex Claonaig sailings 
this afternoon due to mechanical problems, however the timetable 
resumed with the next round trip. 
Saturn was having extreme difficulties with the Irish linkspan at 
Ardrossan. This was because the linkspan was down on one side, and it 
was hard for the big vehicles to discharge off her car deck. 

 
Saturn at Ardrossan 

  Western Isles Terminals: 
Capt Tony McQuade, Transport Minister Tavish Scott and CalMac's Chairman along with media and 
passengers joined Lochnevis today for the opening of the new slipway at Canna. Lochnevis later 
departed Canna at 1435 with 1 commercial, 2 cars & 70 passengers demonstrating the need for the 
facilities on the island. 

  

 
Opening ceremony for Canna's new slipway 

  
 

22/08/06 Clyde: 
There are changes to Saturn's additional sailings on the Ardrossan - Brodick service.  This service will 
stop on Thursday 24th August but will recommence on Monday 28th August with the 0715 sailing ex 
Brodick and will run until the following Monday.  The final sailing will be 0715 ex Brodick on Monday 4th 
September.  Vehicle bookings are now available for these sailings. 

  
 

21/08/06 Northlink: 
Reminder: There are roadwork's currently affecting Aberdeen's Market Street between the Victoria 
Bridge and Guild Street junctions. Delays may affect vehicle drivers and passengers. Please therefore 
allow plenty of time to reach the ferry terminal for check in. 
Routes Affected: 
Aberdeen - Kirkwall - Lerwick 
Aberdeen - Lerwick 
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20/08/06 Clyde: 
Wemyss Bay - Rothesay 
A revised timetable is operating on Saturday 26th August 2006 due to the Cowal Highland Gathering. 
  
Depart Rothesay  Depart Wemyss Bay 

07 00 08 00 
08 45 09 25 
10 10 11 00 
11 45 13 00 
13 45 14 30 
15 15 16 00 
16 45 17 30 
18 15 19 00 
19 45 20 40 

For further details, please contact CalMac Wemyss Bay office on 01475 520521 or Rothesay office on 
01700 502707 or visit the external link above.  

Western Isles: 
Clansman took an extra sailing to Tiree last night for the cattle sales. After arriving at Scarinish around 
midnight, she lay at the pier for about 4 hours. Lord of the Isles was also seen at Tiree, waiting in Gott 
Bay for Clansman to vacate the linkspan before loading the remaining wagons and returning to Oban. 

  
 

18/08/06 Western Isles: 
Isle of Mull ventured out to Castlebay tonight with the Outer Isles traffic to allow the Clansman to make 
for Tiree to assist with Lambing traffic. 
 
Clyde: 
Loch Fyne is the expected relief vessel for the Loch Dunvegan at Bute when she goes for her annual 
overhaul. It will be the vessels first time on the short roster and another chance meeting for the sister 
'Super Lochs'. 

  
 

16/08/06 Clyde: 
Loch Alainn appears to be back to normal now after having her stern ramp repaired earlier on. 
 
It is expected that the Caledonian Isles will use Aberdeen, Greenock or Newcastle for her January 2007 
overhaul. 

  
 

14/08/06 Clyde: 
Raasay is now at Corpach receiving attention for her overhaul. She left her berth at Gourock to make 
the journey North. 

  
 

12/08/06  Four Injured in Ferry Car Crash 
The accident happened on the Isle of Skye. Police have confirmed that four people were taken to 
hospital after a driver crashed into a number of cars which were getting on and off a ferry. Extensive 
damage was done to four cars when the vehicle went forward into traffic as it left the boat at Armadale 
Pier, Sleat, on the Isle of Skye. Northern Constabulary said the accident happened at about 1700 BST on 
Friday. The car, an automatic Kia Sorento, was being driven off the ferry from Mallaig when it collided 
with a Saab. It then banged into three other vehicles parked in a queue waiting to board the boat. 
Officers said two people in a car were injured and a woman pedestrian was also hurt. All three were 
taken to the MacKinnon Memorial Hospital at Broadford on Skye, where they were kept in overnight. A 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/highlands_and_islands/4787583.stm
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man in a vehicle also involved in the crash was flown to Raigmore Hospital in Inverness as a precaution 
because he had recently had heart bypass surgery. A spokesman for Northern Constabulary said the 
injuries did not appear to be as serious as first feared. 

  
 

11/08/06 Clyde: 
Loch Alainn is still suffering with technical problems with her 'stern' ramp. 
It is unclear exactly what the problem is. She is currently sailing one 
ended using her bow ramp. Cars are having to board, turn 180degrees at 
the far end and line up to unload facing the other way. Two lanes are 
done this way, the others are loaded then turned when the first two are 
unloaded. Loch Riddon is currently taking any large / long vehicles. 

 
Loch Alainn at Largs 

  
 

10/08/06 Clyde: 
Loch Alainn is currently suffering with technical problems with her ramp. 
It is estimated she will be back in service around 1600 today. 
 
Past Fleet: 
Pioneer, the much followed ex CalMac ferry now renamed Brenda 
Corlett has hit the news once more. 
See our news feature here for more information. 

 
Brenda Corlett (ex Pioneer) 

  
 

09/08/06 Northlink: 
NorthLink sailings on the Scrabster Stromness route are being affected by adverse weather and tidal 
conditions. The 1100 Hamnavoe sailing from Stromness and the 1315 sailing from Scrabster have both 
been cancelled. The 1645 sailing between Stromness and Scrabster has also been set back to 1730 to 
allow conditions to improve. 

  
 

08/08/06 Northlink: 
Less than a month after the handover to Caledonian MacBrayne (operating as NorthLink Ferries Limited) 
the service from the Scottish mainland to the Northern Isles has experienced its busiest ever month. In 
July, NorthLink carried more than 46,500 passengers to and from Orkney and Shetland, a figure 
unsurpassed in the 45 months since NorthLink first assumed control of the routes. 

  
 

03/08/06 Clyde: 
Loch Riddon was continuously running late today with traffic. Her route 
partner Loch Alainn kept catching her up on the Largs - Cumbrae roster 
so alternative vessels were having to hold off awaiting each other. 

 
Two ship service at Largs 

  
 

02/08/06 Western Isles: 
A reminder to passengers that the recommended ferry connection for the 0850 First Scotrail train 
service (until 22 Sept 2006) from Glasgow Queen Street to Oban is the 1400 Oban - Craignure sailing. 

  
 

01/08/06 Clyde: 
1545 sailing this afternoon ex Brodick using Saturn has been cancelled due to deteriorating weather 
conditions. 
 

http://www.shipsofcalmac.co.uk/fleet_news_features_2.asp
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Three Years of SoC Fleet News... 
Yes, back in 2003 we started a small report on fleet news with occasional updates. Now we report 
almost daily with the latest news from our many correspondents around the west coast. Our number of 
pictures have been boosted using modern technology. We can now receive 'Live' reports from onboard 
vessels our correspondents are on via video and media messaging. So look out for further 
enhancements in the coming year... 

 

DATE  NEWS 

28/09/06 CalMac have today announced that the new Cumbrae ferry will be named MV Loch Shira. She will carry 
24 cars and up to 250 passengers and is expected to be launched at Ferguson's, Port Glasgow in 
November 2006. 

Poor weather conditions have meant that Lochnevis delayed her departure from Mallaig until 1200. She 
will make only ony call at Eigg and no call at Muck this time. 
Caledonian Isles spent last night at Brodick before performing a positioning run this morning. She was 
observed leaving Ardrossan about 35 minutes late at 0735 and appeared not to have used the passenger 
gangway during loading. 

  
 

27/09/06 Loch Riddon is reported to be en route for Raasay to relieve Loch Striven while she in turn moves for her 
overhaul. 
Lord of the Isles was unable to call at Colonsay due to poor weather conditions on either leg of her 
Colonsay and Islay sailings today. The next sailing will depart Oban at 0900 tomorrow. Hebridean 
Isles had to divert her Port Ellen sailings to Port Askaig as well because of high winds making Port Ellen 
difficult to get into. Isle of Arran also sought refuge at Port Askaig instead of staying at Kennacraig as it is 
more sheltered. 
Loch Tarbert was stormbound at Lochranza during the latter part of today - sailings being cancelled due 
to poor weather. 

  
 

26/09/06 After 33 years of service, the end has finally come for the oldest member of the fleet; Bruernish. Having 
spent most of this year idle at Oban she has finally been sold for further service on the west coast of 
Ireland and has followed in the footsteps of Kilbrannan, Morvern, Rhum and Coll. She departed Oban 
today for the last time as she made her way south to her new career. We wish the little workhorse all the 
best! 

  
 

25/09/06 Western Isles: 
Isle of Arran left Port Ellen tonight at 1800 for the last time this summer. Her duties now will consist of 
overhaul coverage for her other fleet mates during the winter. 

 

 
  

 
Isle of Arran leaving Port Ellen 

 

  
 

23/09/06 Clyde: 
Canna has now moved to the Wires (Gourock) en route back to Rathlin Island. She has just had her 
overhaul at Corpach. 
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Following the completion and fitting out of the vessel, it is expected that trials will be run by the end of 
November and the vessel will be delivered to the Company in the middle of December. The date for 
naming the vessel is still to be arranged but it is CalMac’s intention to carry out the naming ceremony in 
the vessel’s home port, Rothesay. 

  
 

21/09/06 Western Isles & Clyde: 
All routes appear to be back to normal today after yesterdays weather related cancellations. 

  
 

20/09/06 Western Isles: 
Due to the adverse weather the following sailings were disrupted today: 
 
Kennacraig - Islay: 
1800 ex Kennacraig this evening will be diverting to Port Askaig. 
The 0700 sailing tomorrow (Thursday 21st) will now be leaving from Port Askaig not Port Ellen. 
 
Tarbert - Portavadie: 
1815 ex Tarbert and 1845 ex Portavadie: Cancelled 
The next sailing on this service will be tomorrow (Thursday 21st) departing Tarbert at 0800 weather 
permitting. 

Mallaig - Small Isles: 
Lochnevis departed Canna earlier than the scheduled time (1330 instead of 1435). 
The second call at the Isle of Rum has also been cancelled. 
All vehicle and passenger traffic was shipped from the first call at Rum. ETA at Mallaig 1530. 
 
(check external link above for updates) 
  

  Clyde: 
Due to the adverse weather the following sailings were disrupted today: 
 
Wemyss Bay - Rothesay: 
Service running 30min late early this afternoon due to heavy swell. 
Both Bute & Juno are taking a longer route to the south to avoid having the swell side on for a long 
period. 
As a result later sailings are unfortunately becoming later as the evening progresses. 
 
Claonaig - Lochranza: 
There will be no further sailings on this service today. 

 

 

 
Onboard a stormy Juno today 

 

   
Ardrossan - Brodick: 
Caledonian Isles sailed from Brodick at 0820 this morning for Ardrossan. 
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Update: 
1105 ex Brodick is being diverted to Gourock. 
Update: 
The delayed 1640 ex Brodick is diverted to Gourock. 
There will be a bus leaving Ardrossan for Gourock. Passengers are advised to be at Gourock for 
1830. Caledonian Isles will return to Brodick and berth overnight tonight. 
The 0700 departure from Ardrossan tomorrow morning (Thursday 20th) has been cancelled. 
The first sailing tomorrow will be the 0820 from Brodick (weather permitting). 

 

 
Caledonian Isles making 

for Gourock 1815 tonight 

 

   
Largs - Cumbrae: 
Loch Alainn only missed about two runs today around low water time. It is possible that the reason is not 
because of the lack of water as there was no great ebb, but its when there is a lot of under current her 
prop unit kicks up a lot of stones which are thrown up and may cause some damage. 
Loch Riddon has possibly taken refuge at Fairlie out of the weather. 
Update: 
Services has now been suspended for the day. 
 
(check external link above for updates) 
 
Northlink: 
As of 1900 no NorthLink Routes have been affected by the weather. 
 
(check external link above for updates) 
 
Company News: 
Caledonian MacBrayne Clarifies Restructuring Plans 
 
Ferry operator Caledonian MacBrayne has announced that, in preparation for its tendering exercise 
which began with the Invitation to Tender (ITT) for the Gourock – Dunoon service, it is to restructure 
from 1 October 2006. 
 
Managing Director, Lawrie Sinclair said: “To enable the existing Caledonian MacBrayne business to 
participate in that tender process it is a requirement that there be a clear legal separation between, on 
the one hand, the company that owns the vessels and ports and, on the other hand, the company that 
actually operates the ferry services. At the present time Caledonian MacBrayne Limited both owns the 
vessels and the ports and runs the ferry service. 
 
“To achieve this end a reorganisation of the Company structure is necessary. A new company, CalMac 
Ferries Limited, has been set up. Like Caledonian MacBrayne Limited, CalMac Ferries Limited is ultimately 
owned by the Scottish Ministers. 
 
“With effect from 1 October 2006 the business of running the Clyde and Hebrides ferry services will be 
transferred to CalMac Ferries Limited. The ownership of the vessels and ports will remain with 
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Caledonian MacBrayne Limited. All employees of Caledonian MacBrayne Limited, with a few limited 
exceptions, will transfer their employment to CalMac Ferries Limited with effect from 1 October 2006. 
The transfer will have no impact upon employees’ terms and conditions. Apart from the change of 
Company it will be business as usual.” 
 
Operations Director Phil Preston said: “This move follows a restructure earlier this year when seafaring 
staff transferred to an off-shore crewing company, Caledonian MacBrayne Crewing (Guernsey) Limited. 
The entire restructuring process has been planned to provide a seamless transition and to ensure 
continuity of service to all CalMac’s customers.” 

  
 

19/09/06 Western Isles: 
Mallaig - Small Isles 
Due to adverse weather, both calls at Muck have been cancelled for today. 
Lochnevis is currently on route to Eigg and then will be returning to Mallaig ETA 1400 
 
Kennacraig - Islay 
Due to the pending forecast the 1800 sailing this evening from Kennacraig will be diverting to Port Askaig 
instead of Port Ellen . The 0945 tomorrow (Wednesday 20th) will now be departing from Port Askaig not 
Port Ellen. 
 
Clyde: 
Ardrossan - Brodick 
Due to an adverse weather forecast Caledonian Isles will make an unscheduled sailing from Ardrossan 
this evening. 
As a result the 0700 sailing from Ardrossan tomorrow morning has been cancelled. 
(check external link above for updates) 

  
 

18/09/06 Clyde: 
Due to adverse weather earlier this afternoon the Lochranza - Claonaig service was disrupted. The 
service will resume with the 1825 sailing ex Lochranza. 

  
 

15/09/06 Clyde: 
The following is from a report in The Arran Banner: 
"On berthing at Brodick pier at 1040 [09/09/06] there was what was described as 'a serious incident'" 
[onboard Caledonian Isles] 
"During disembarkation a corner of the fully laden mezzanine deck suddenly dropped by almost five feet. 
No passengers were injured and no vehicles damaged." 
"Hugh Dan Maclennan [Caledonian MacBrayne Publicity Officer] said that the ships safety was never 
compromised. He went on to say that this was an unprecedented structural failure. Nobody has ever 
heard of it before." 
"The Isle of Lewis will be checked as it is almost identical to the Arran ship." 
"The damaged deck will be repaired at the end of September if Isle of Arran is available to fill in, or in 
January during annual service." 

  
 

14/09/06 Western Isles: 
Isle of Arran was running a hour late today. She was timetabled to arrive in Port Ellen at 1200 but due to 
a problem with one of her engines she did not berth until 1300. Further reports and updates on her 
situation due as we receive them. 

  
 

13/09/06 Western Isles: 
Due to a poor weather forecast, Lochnevis is running to an amended timetable. She will remain at Canna 
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for only 5 minutes before departing for Rum and Mallaig straight away. Normally on a Wednesday she 
sits at Canna from 1255 - 1430. 

Clyde: 
Due to low tides in the Kilbrannan Sound, Loch Tarbert missed her 0930 ex Lochranza and 1005 ex 
Claonaig sailings. This is to be reviewed at 1030 with a view to resuming sailings. 

  
 

12/09/06 Western Isles: 
Due to technical difficulties the Lochaline - Fishnish service is currently off service until further notice. 
Caledonian MacBrayne apologise for any inconvenience caused. 
Update: 
The Lochaline-Fishnish service has now resumed, however due to the earlier technical difficulties it is 
not running to timetable, it is hoped this will be corrected within the next couple of runs. 
 
Hebridean Isles appears to have had some work carried out on her bow visor / ramp. The visor was 
opened and ramp lowered at Port Ellen this afternoon while she was berthed stern in. 
  

 

 
 

Hebridean Isles today 

 

  Clyde: 

 
Argyle launched in Poland 
 
Ferry operator Caledonian MacBrayne Limited is celebrating the launch of another new addition to its 
fleet - MV Argyle, the sister ship of MV Bute 
 
Speaking at the launch ceremony in Gdaansk, Poland, Techcnical Director John Kerr said: “Over the last 
decade or so, CalMac has steadily been modernising the major ships in the fleet, serving the Inner and 
Outer Hebrides. The introduction of MV Argyle, alongside MV Bute, which was delivered by the 
Remontowa group in the summer of 2005, concludes an important stage in renewing the fleet on the 
Upper Clyde. MV Argyle is the second vessel for the Wemyss Bay/Rothesay route and will further 
improve the standards and quality of service that we provide to our customers on this route.” 
 
Mr Kerr also confirmed that following the completion and fitting out of the vessel, it is expected that 
trials will be run by the end of November and the vessel to be delivered to the Company in the middle of 
December. The date for naming the vessel is still to be arranged but it is CalMac’s intention to carry out 
the naming ceremony in the vessel’s home port, Rothesay. 
 
As in the case of her sister ship, the new MV “Argyle” will also be the seventh ship on the Clyde to have 
the name. The first one was a paddle steamer built in 1815 which was sold on after a matter of weeks in 
the Clyde. Of more significance however was the “Argyle” which, though built for Captain Duncan 
Stewart in 1866, was sold within a fortnight and partially replaced the “Bute” and “Kyles” for over twenty 
years on the services out of Wemyss Bay. She was owned first by the Wemyss Bay Steamboat Co. Ltd and 
subsequently by Messrs Gilles and Campbell – and was sold around the time the Caledonian SP Co took 
over the route in 1890. 
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It is interesting to note that the new MV Argyle will similarly be entering service around the time of 
significant changes within the Caledonian MacBrayne company structure. 
 
MV Bute entered service on the Wemyss Bay to Rothesay service on July 11, 2005. Since entering service 
she has carried approximately 500,000 passengers and 100,000 cars and has been welcomed by the 
communities that she serves. CalMac believes that MV Argyle will be just as successful and concludes a 
very important stage in the Company’s fleet renewal programme for the service and support we provide 
to the communities on the Upper Clyde. 
 
The ordering of new vessel was conducted in accordance with EU public procurement procedures. Value 
for money, reliability and delivery were the key factors in awarding the contract to the Remontowa yard. 
There were 4 bids for the project in the end and the Remontowa option clearly offered the best value for 
the investment. The new vessel will be identical to MV Bute at 72metres long and 15.3 metres breadth, 
with a draught of 5metres. She will carry 60 cars and 450 passengers on CalMac’s busiest route, and will 
enter service early in 2007 replacing another of the current Streakers servicing the route. 
 
The increased capacity will open up the island of Bute to many more people, and make the Central Belt 
more accessible to island residents. 

  
 

11/09/06 Clyde: 
It is reported that the reason for Caledonian Isles' delays on Saturday was a broken wire in the pulley 
system for one of the mezzanine decks, resulting in slight damage to some vehicles although no injuries. 
It was also reported today that Isle of Arran was loaded with crew cars in Port Ellen, ready to sail for 
Arran in the event that Caledonian Isles required taking out of service. 

  
 

09/09/06 Western Isles: 
Hebridean Isles was 10 minutes late leaving Port Askaig today. She was due to depart at 1530 but left at 
1540 this was due to the strong tide in the sound. The captain tried to come in the first time but the tide 
caught the boat and a second attempt was made. 
 
Clyde: 
Caledonian Isles has suffered some sort of mechanical problem whilst at Brodick this morning. She is 
reported running well behind schedule 

 

 

 
Hebridean Isles turning 

after the tide caught her. 

 

  
 

08/09/06 Clyde: 
Jupiter is back on the Gourock - Dunoon roster this evening. Saturn was on this morning. The vessels 
swapped around change ex Gourock at 1320. 

  
 

07/09/06 Western Isles: 
With very low tides predicted over the next few days, several sailings have either been retimed or 
cancelled. For full details, see external link above, but details at present are: 
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Berneray - Leverburgh services retimed as follows: 
7th:   Departs Berneray:     0720       0940      1600           Departs Leverburgh:  0830      1050      1730 
8th:   Departs Berneray:     0720       0940      1600           Departs Leverburgh:  0830      1050      1730 
9th:   Departs Berneray:     0720       1015      1600           Departs Leverburgh:  0830      1115      1730 
10th: Departs Berneray:     0900                                        Departs Leverburgh:  1010 
11th: Departs Berneray:     0720       1040      1330           Departs Leverburgh:  0830      1205      1730 

Tobermory - Kilchoan services cancelled as follows: 
 
1300 ex Tobermory and 1345 ex Kilchoan on Friday 8th 
1430 ex Tobermory and 1515 ex Kilchoan on Saturday 9th 

  
 

05/09/06 Western Isles: 
Reminder: 
Oban - Lochboisdale - Oban Saturday 9th September 2006 
Customers are advised that the 0815 sailing Oban - Lochboisdale and the 1350 Lochboisdale - Oban on 
Saturday 9th September will operate the following revised schedule due to the forecasted low tidal 
conditions at Lochboisdale: 
1000 ex Oban  arr Lochboisdale 1520 
1540 ex Lochboisdale  arr Oban 2100 

  
 

04/09/06 Clyde: 
Saturn appears to have taken over on the Gourock - Dunoon roster as of 1320 ex Gourock today. 

  
 

02/09/06 Western Isles: 
Hebridean Isles was 35 minutes late departing Port Askaig today. The reason behind her delay was due 
to a very high tide, as a result some of the cattle floats caught on her stern ramp. Isle of Arran was also 5 
minutes late departing due to the cattle floats running late. 

 

 

 
Hebridean Isles unloading at Port Ellen 

 

  
 

01/09/06 Clyde: 
We have had a report that Bute was having trouble today. The 1430 sailing from Rothesay was cancelled 
following an incident on the car deck. A coach became stuck on the car deck and two of its windows were 
smashed. Bute had to be taken out of service and Juno was delayed. When she eventually got to the 
pier, Juno took the waiting traffic. Service returned to normal a short while later. 
 
This years Country and Western Festival takes place in Millport from Friday 1st September until Sunday 
3rd September. Long queues and delays are possible on the Largs - Cumbrae crossing, please allow extra 
time for travelling over this weekend. 

 

DATE  NEWS 

31/10/06 Clansman was unable to call at Coll this morning due to poor weather conditions. She'll attempt a further 
call at Coll on her way out to Barra and South Uist this afternoon and there will call in at Coll on her way 
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back in to Oban tomorrow. The next scheduled departure for Coll will be on Thursday at 0645. Isle of 
Lewis is to stay in Stornoway all day due to the weather. Loch Fyne was noted as reaching Fishnish but 
having to turn back to Lochaline, unable to berth on Mull. 
The Tarbert - Portavadie route was suspended for a time due to the weather. 

  
 

30/10/06 Loch Linnhe has moved round to Ardmaleish for her annual overhaul. 

  
 

29/10/06 Loch Linnhe arrived at Rothesay today, ready for her annual overhaul. With Lochnevis back at Mallaig, 
this frees up Raasay to move to Tobermory for winter relief service on the Kilchoan run. 

  
 

28/10/06 Lochnevis left JWD yesterday morning as she made her way back round to the Western Isles. She was 
seen passing Port Askaig at around 1900 as she continued her journey back to Mallaig. She is spending 
tonight berthed at Craignure and will finish off her journey back to Mallaig tomorrow. 

 

 

 
Lochnevis leaving the Clyde 

 

  
 

26/10/06 Strong northerly winds are affecting a couple of routes this afternoon. Isle of Lewis is stormbound in 
Stornoway and will remain there for the rest of the day. The Tarbert - Portavadie service is also 
suspended until further notice, although the situation is to be reviewed at 1400. 

Northlink: 
Severe weather conditions are also affecting Northern Isles services. Hamnavoe did not sail from 
Stromness at 1100 and from Scrabster at 1315. The situation will be reviewed at 1600 with a view to 
resuming services. This evening's 1700 departure from Aberdeen will see Hjaltland depart for a direct 
sailing to Lerwick. Weather conditions dictate that the call at Hatston will be cancelled tonight. 

  
 

25/10/06 It has emerged that Loch Dunvegan grounded on Rhubodach slipway last night whilst carrying 3 
passengers and a handful of cars. In accordance with procedures following such incidents, she was taken 
out of service for a period today to allow for an underwater inspection and damage report. Following 
this, she resumed service across the Kyles of Bute. The reason for the grounding is not yet known. 

  
 

23/10/06 Lord of the Isles took her place in dry dock at Aberdeen this morning, taking the place of her former 
fleetmate Claymore which has just been prepared for her winter service across the Pentland Firth. 

  
 

22/10/06 The winter timetable is now in effect, with many routes seeing a greatly reduced service. See here for 
timetable information. 

Lord of the Isles passed up through the Minch this morning, on her way for her annual overhaul in 
Aberdeen. She was observed passing through the Pentland Firth at 1930 and should arrive at Aberdeen 
between 0600 and 0800 tomorrow. Clansman is now operating the winter Coll - Tiree and Barra - Uist 
combined timetable. 

  
 

21/10/06 An update on Loch Alainn's reduction in capacity. It is rumoured that her capacity has been slashed by 
25% because one passenger was unhappy about the space between cars. The vessel is now loaded using 
the two outer vehicle lanes as normal, meanwhile the remaining vehicles have to straddle the two central 

http://www.calmac.co.uk/winter-timetables.html
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lanes. Normally at this time of year Loch Alainn operates the Cumbrae route on her own, but as a result 
of this recent restriction, the smaller Loch Riddon is being put into service to assist. Loch Riddon is also 
facing a capacity reduction, with vehicles being loaded in a 'checkerboard' style and she is now carrying 
up to a mere 8 cars. Hopefully this action will not be repeated across the network, otherwise real 
problems could follow... 

  
 

20/10/06 Jupiter appears to be back in service, taking the sailings to Dunoon. 

  
 

18/10/06 Lord of the Isles performed the final Oban - Port Askaig sailing of the season this evening. She is due to 
go for overhaul in the next few days, once the winter timetable commences. 

  
 

17/10/06 Saturn is back in service following her annual overhaul. She as replaced Jupiter on the Gourock - Dunoon 
run. Jupiter is now lying at the wires berth. 

  
 

15/10/06 Lochnevis arrived at Gourock at around 0800 to unload her crew cars, before moving up to JWD where 
she will lie until entering Garvel Dry Dock on Monday. 

  
 

14/10/06 Western Isles: 
Lochnevis left Mallaig early this afternoon bound for Muck and then the Clyde for her annual 
overhaul. Raasay took over the Small Isles service with a reduced timetable. Her first duty was to 
undertake the afternoon sailing to Eigg and Rum. 

Clyde: 
Saturn moved from Garvel Dry Dock and back into JWD for the finishing touches to her annual overhaul. 
It is expected she will move back to Gourock on Monday. 

 

 

 
Raasay leaving for Eigg and Rum 

 

  
 

13/10/06 It has been reported that the Loch Alainn is to, or has been downgraded and restricted in the number of 
vehicles she is allowed to carry. Despite being designed and having been passed for service, and indeed 
allowed to operate since 1997 with up to 24 cars laid out in four lanes on the car deck, she is now 
apparently only allowed to carry 18 cars in three lanes, although the official company website still has her 
listed as carrying 24. Effectively this means that 25% of the car deck space will be wasted and she will be 
reduced to the same capacity as the vessel which served Cumbrae almost 30 years ago; Isle of Cumbrae. 
As yet we do not know the reason for this move. 

Western Isles: 
Raasay arrived at Mallaig this afternoon, having travelled up from Rathlin. She will go into service 
tomorrow afternoon on the amended Small Isles roster. Canna arrived back at Rathlin yesterday and is 
now back in service. 

Isle of Arran is now lying at the pier at Tobermory until she is next needed on relief duty. 
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Isle of Arran lying spare at Tobermory 

 

  
 

12/10/06 News: 
It has been announced this morning that the current vehicle service to Dunoon is under threat for up to 
four months over this coming winter due to essential strengthening works taking place. For full details 
click here. 

  
 

11/10/06 Northlink: 
The extended period of high winds in the Northern Isles over the last 2 weeks has yet to serious affect 
any of the NorthLink sailings. The only noticeable change has been on the Pentland Firth sailing where 
the Hamnavoe has occasionally operated the route stern only. This is mainly because Stromness harbour 
is easier to negotiate stern first in high winds. The Hamnavoe has also provided several of the sailings to 
and from Scrabster via the easterly route transiting Scapa Flow. However the vessel has maintained her 
schedule while undertaking this slightly longer route. 

Western Isles: 
According to the view on Oban's webcam, Isle of Arran arrived in Oban at 1500 from Castlebay and 
Lochboisdale. After unloading her traffic she left the linkspan at 1515 to allow Lord of the Isles to take 
over for a departure for Colonsay and Islay at 1545 as Isle of Mull returned from Craignure. The Isle of 
Arran then made for Tobermory where she is expected to lie as relief vessel until needed for her next 
relief stint. 
Isle of Lewis was also observed using the old linkspan at Stornoway this afternoon, apparently due to the 
new linkspan undergoing servicing. Normally this is only used by freight vessel Muirneag. 

  
 

10/10/06 Lord of the Isles is currently out of service due to a technical problem. She is lying at the South Pier while 
the repairs are carried out. Lighthouse maintenance vessels such as Pole Star normally berth here but it 
has provided additional berthing space for CalMac vessels from time to time. As a result, Isle of 
Arran carried out the sailings to Coll and Tiree and then Colonsay on Monday as well as the return from 
Colonsay this morning and the 1530 sailing to Lochboisdale and Castlebay. She will therefore operate the 
0700 return to Oban from Barra and South Uist tomorrow morning. She may operate the Colonsay and 
Port Askaig service in the afternoon, depending on progress with Lord of the Isles. 

 

 

 
Isle of Arran passing Dunollie Castle, Oban 

 

  
 

09/10/06 Loch Riddon has appeared back at Largs this morning, following her stint on relief at the Sconser - Raasay 
route. Loch Striven must therefore be back in service after her overhaul on Bute. 

 

http://www.calmac.co.uk/Default.aspx.LocID-031new609.RefLocID-031050005.Lang-EN.htm
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Loch Riddon back at Largs 

 

  
 

08/10/06 It is reported that Canna will be returning to Rathlin this coming Wednesday after completion of her 
annual overhaul. She will replace Raasay after over a month off duty. 

Clyde: 
Caledonian Isles spent last night at Brodick, having had her 1920 sailing back to Ardrossan cancelled. She 
performed an additional early sailing this morning in order to pick up her timetable at 0945. 

Western Isles: 
This evening's 1730 sailing to Colonsay and back has been cancelled. The next sailing to the island will be 
as per timetable when Lord of the Isles sails at 1700 on Monday. 

  
 

07/10/06 Lord of the Isles suffered a technical failure today and as a result her 0815 Oban - Lochboisdale and 
return sailing was cancelled. 

  
 

06/10/06 Clyde: 
The 1920 sailing ex Brodick onwards on the Ardrossan - Brodick route have been cancelled this evening, 
as has the 0700 from Ardrossan tomorrow morning. The next movement on this route will be the 0820 
from Brodick. 

Western Isles: 
Due to poor weather conditions, Isle of Arran is stormbound at Port Askaig this evening while carrying 
out her freight duties. Hebridean Isles is also stormbound but at Kennacraig. The next sailing to Islay will 
be at 0700 on Saturday morning as per timetable. Due to high tides and the weather, the 1800 and 2230 
sailings to Craignure and 1700 and 1900 sailings to Oban have also been cancelled. Lord of the Isles also 
saw her Colonsay run cancelled. An additional sailing, presumably using Isle of Arran will depart 
Kennacraig at 1200 and call at Colonsay on the way to Oban, arriving at 1820. 

Lochnevis will be away for her annual overhaul between 14th October and 1st November and as a result 
an amended timetable will operate. Passenger reservations will be necessary during this time. See the 
CalMac website for Mallaig office contact details. 

  
 

05/10/06 Isle of Arran handed back over to Caledonian Isles today before setting sail for Islay. She will spend the 
next few days doing freight sailings to Kennacraig. It is reported that she will then sit spare at Tobermory 
next week. 

  
 

01/10/06 Isle of Arran arrived at Ardrossan at 1830 this evening ready for her 2nd period of relief duty this year on 
her original run. She will be on the Ardrossan - Brodick run until Thursday while Caledonian Isles sits at 
the Irish berth undergoing mezzanine deck repairs. 

 

 DATE  NEWS 
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30/11/06 The following routes have seen diversions or cancellations due to the weather today: 
Tayinloan - Gigha (suspended) 
Fionnphort - Iona (suspended) 
Mallaig - Armadale (0840 cancelled) 
Sconser - Raasay (suspended) 
Colintraive - Rhubodach (suspended) 
Wemyss Bay - Rothesay (services diverted to Gourock - no further planned sailings to Wemyss 
Bay. Bute sailed from Gourock at 1515 and will finish for the day upon arrival at Rothesay) 
Lochaline - Fishnish (first sailings cancelled, 1445 ex Lochaline and 1510 ex Fishnish cancelled) 
Kennacraig - Port Askaig (1300/1530 sailings cancelled) 
Gourock - Dunoon (1220 round trip cancelled due to technical trouble at Dunoon) 
Tarbert - Lochranza (today's sailing cancelled) 
Berneray - Leverburgh (all sailings cancelled) 
Tobermory - Kilchoan (0720 sailing was cancelled) 
Tarbert - Portavadie (suspended) 
Ardmhor - Eriskay (last sailing cancelled) 

Keep checking the external link above for up to date information. 

  
 

29/11/06 Isle of Arran arrived at Tobermory at 1300 where she first berthed bow-in and then turned to berth 
stern-in (bow facing the Sound of Mull). 

Another day, another set of bad weather and the associated disruptions... Isle of Lewis will not be sailing 
from Ullapool to Stornoway at 1715. She will spend the night in Ullapool, consequently the 0715 ex 
Stornoway is cancelled tomorrow as well. Lochnevis did not venture out to the Small Isles this morning, 
and the Loch Ranza is currently off due to the conditions in the Sound of Gigha. In what is becoming a 
regular occurrence during these strong winds, Hebridean Isles has diverted her 1800 sailing to Port 
Askaig instead of Port Ellen. The 0415 inward sailing will now depart at 0430 from Port Askaig. 

With a poor forecast for tomorrow, the 0645 sailing to Coll and Tiree has been cancelled in 
advance. Clansman will also not sail at 1530 for Castlebay and Lochboisdale. On Friday there will be a 
combined sailing from Oban at 0645 for Coll and Tiree. On departure from Tiree the vessel will then pass 
through the Gunna Sound to Uist and Barra before returning to Oban. 

  
 

28/11/06 Isle of Arran sailed at 0700 from Port Askaig light to Barra. She then left Castlebay at 1400 bound for 
Oban with traffic from yesterday's cancelled sailing. Loch Striven sailed at 1200 bound for the Clyde 
after Loch Riddon arrived to relieve her. 

  
 

27/11/06 The date has been set for Loch Shira to be launched. She will head down the slip at Ferguson's on Friday 
8th December at 1300. Saturn will be brought back into service for the day and will depart Gourock at 
1200 on a special cruise upriver to allow people to witness the launch from the river itself. 

With strong winds and poor weather once again sweeping across the west of Scotland, the following 
disruptions have been reported: 
Loch Ranza is currently stormbound and the Gigha service is off indefinitely. The 1300 sailing from 
Kennacraig to Port Askaig is running up to 2 hours late and is expected to depart Kennacraig between 
1430 and 1500. The inward sailing will sail at 1530 as per timetable, therefore both Hebridean 
Isles and Isle of Arran are trying to minimise delays and keep the timetable operating between them. 
The 1330 ex Berneray and 1440 ex Leverburgh have been cancelled; Loch Portain being stormbound at 
her Otternish berth. Loch Buie is currently not running, although a decision will be made at 1300 with a 
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view to resuming sailings this afternoon and finally (for now at least) Lochnevis has seen her run to the 
Small Isles cancelled for today. 

Update: 
Bute and Coruisk have been taken off duty due to the weather affecting the Clyde. The situation will be 
reviewed at 1600 with a view to possibly resuming sailings from Rothesay to Wemyss Bay. Further down 
the Clyde, Caledonian Isles did not sail at 1350, again due to the weather. Consequently the 1515 ex 
Ardrossan was also cancelled. The decision to sail or not at 1640 from Brodick will be made at 1600. Ali 
Cat's afternoon run to Dunoon and back has been cancelled. The 1515 Tarbert - Portavadie and 1545 
return sailing have been cancelled although it is expected that the timetable will resume at 1615. 
In the Western Isles, Lochnevis is now to miss her 1600 sailing to Armadale and back. Weather permitting 
she will pick up the schedule with the 0840 sailing tomorrow. The decision was made at 1300 that there 
will be no further sailings to Iona this afternoon. Loch Striven missed the last few runs for the day and 
should resume service tomorrow morning. 
Isle of Lewis is stormbound at Ullapool this evening. The 1715 sailing has been cancelled, as has 
tomorrow morning's 0715 from Stornoway. 

It is reported that Clansman missed her call at Castlebay this morning. With Hebridean Isles back in 
service at Islay, Isle of Arran is to sail from Port Askaig at 0700 tomorrow for Castlebay where she will 
then carry traffic back to Oban. After this she is due to return to Tobermory where she will lie until she is 
next needed. 

  
 

26/11/06 Due to rope becoming tangled round on of Bute's propellers, the Wemyss Bay - Rothesay service saw 
the early services cancelled. The service resumed with the 1100 ex Rothesay, returning from Wemyss 
Bay at 1215. 
 
Isle of Mull sailed through the night and arrived on the Mersey late this morning. She entered dry 
dock in Birkenhead without delay. 

Loch Fyne sailed from Campbletown at 1030 this morning bound for Craignure, where she is due to 
arrive at around 2100. 

Loch Buie sailed from Craighouse, Jura and is now back at Fionnphort ready to resume service 
tomorrow. Loch Riddon is now due to return to the Clyde where she will take over the winter 
Tarbert - Portavadie/Lochranza service from Loch Tarbert. 
Isle of Arran had this evening's sailing to Port Ellen diverted to Port Askaig due to incoming bad 
weather. As a result, tomorrow's 0415 will now sail from Port Askaig at 0430. Hebridean Isles sailed 
from Port Askaig to Kennacraig light and will resume service tomorrow. 

 

 
Isle of Mull approaching the Mersey 
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Hebridean Isles sailing light for Kennacraig 

  
 

25/11/06 Due to adverse weather conditions, this evening's 1730, 1815 and 1900 sailings from Rothesay have 
been cancelled. There was a 1830 sailing from Gourock, following an earlier diversion and this was 
the last sailing of the day on this route. 
 
Hebridean Isles left JWD this morning and undertook trials before calling in at Gourock at 1025 to 
pick up crew cars. She then sailed south for Islay. She was meant to berth overnight at Port Ellen but 
weather conditions dictated a diversion to Port Askaig. She will return to service on Monday 
morning. 
  

 

 
Hebridean Isles passing Dunoon en route for Islay 

  

  Also leaving this morning was Loch Fyne which left Fairlie for a sailing via the Kilbrannan Sound to 
Campbletown where she is spending the night. She is on her way back to the Sound of Mull where she 
will relieve the Isle of Cumbrae once more. 
Isle of Mull  left Oban this afternoon for her journey south to Birkenhead where she is to have her 
overhaul. She was spotted passing through the Sound of Islay at 1840 and was off Kintyre to the south of 
Gigha at 2015. Lord of the Isles is now on the Oban - Craignure and Oban - Colonsay routes. 

  
 

24/11/06 Loch Dunvegan returned from JWD to the Kyles of Bute where she resumed service on the Colintraive - 
Rhubodach crossing. Loch Fyne came off the route and made for Largs before berthing for the night at 
Fairlie. 
Caledonian Isles had an early start in order to clear the backlog of traffic from yesterday. She departed 
Brodick at 0600 with an extra sailing to Ardrossan and back. 

There was also a report on local radio indicating a problem on the Tayinloan - Gigha run. The service was 
apparently restricted to passenger-only, with vehicles being sent up to Kennacraig. At this moment in 
time we do not know any further details. 

  
 

23/11/06 Lochnevis is only calling at Rum on the outward leg of her sailing today. This is due to the poor weather 
conditions. Also affected is the 1530 sailing from Oban - Castlebay - Lochboisdale, which has been 
cancelled. Consequently the inward sailing tomorrow will not be running. 
The skipper of Loch Ranza cancelled all sailings after the 1430 from Gigha due to the weather this 
afternoon. Not too far away, the Isle of Arran also saw her 1530 sailing from Port Askaig cancelled. She 
will instead take traffic for this sailing back to Kennacraig at 0430 tomorrow morning. 
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21/11/06 Another day of diversions on the Islay run. Isle of Arran started the day by sailing at 0430 with yesterday 
afternoon's traffic. The day continued as a repeat of yesterday with the 0700 to Port Ellen sailing instead 
to Port Askaig. This afternoon though she was able to return to Kennacraig at 1530. 
Isle of Lewis missed her 1345 ex Stornoway sailing so the next sailing will be at 0715 tomorrow morning if 
conditions in the Minch improve. 
Lochnevis was running to an amended timetable due to the poor conditions. She missed her outward call 
at Rum and called in on her way back from Canna. 
Caledonian Isles was busy trying to clear the backlog of traffic from yesterday's cancellations, with the 
1105 departure from Brodick leaving 45 minutes late. She was then stormbound at Brodick from 1350 to 
1640. The 1640 sailing left on time for Ardrossan. 

  
 

20/11/06 Isle of Arran sailed at 0430 this morning with all of yesterday afternoon's traffic. The 0700 ex Kennacraig 
was diverted back to Port Askaig instead of Port Ellen. This afternoon, following her scheduled arrival at 
Port Askaig at 1505, she remained stormbound once again. 
In the Western Isles, the Sound of Barra service saw further cancellations and Hebrides was running to an 
amended timetable which saw sailings as follows: Lochmaddy - Uig - Lochmaddy - Uig - Tarbert - Uig - 
Lochmaddy - Uig - Tarbert. In an unusually busy winter day on the Uig Triangle, she was sailing from 0730 
to 2130. The Minch was also too rough for Isle of Lewis today and she remained in Stornoway for the 
whole day. 
Down on the Clyde, Caledonian Isles was subject to more disruptions. 

  
 

19/11/06 Isle of Arran was stormbound at Port Askaig after her arrival there at 1505. She could not sail on the 
return leg at 1530. Clansman did not sail to Castlebay and Lochboisdale due to the poor weather. Loch 
Bhrusda and Loch Portain also both saw their services disrupted because of the conditions. 
The 1350 sailing from Brodick was diverted to Gourock and then performed one further single sailing 
back to Brodick before finishing for the day. 

  
 

17/11/06 Lord of the Isles was seen heading up the Sound of Mull at 1550, meanwhile Clansman appears to have 
disappeared from Oban. It could be that she is back in service and Lord of the Isles has returned to 
Tobermory, however this is as yet unconfirmed. 

  
 

16/11/06 Lord of the Isles was spotted heading up the Sound of Mull this morning, so it appears she is indeed 
taking the Coll and Tiree sailing today instead of Clansman. 

  
 

15/11/06 Isle of Mull returned from Colonsay on schedule this evening and left Oban, presumably for an overnight 
berth at Craignure. Clansman came in from Craignure at 1740 and moved to the spare berth, effectively 
swapping places with Lord of the Isles which is spending the night at the linkspan. Presumably she will 
therefore be taking the early sailing to Coll and Tiree tomorrow. 

With work now commencing on the new linkspan in Oban, we are expecting the Oban ships to use 
Craignure as well as the north and south piers in Oban for their overnight stabling from time to time. 

  
 

14/11/06 Lord of the Isles left Tobermory at about 0745 this morning. She sailed for Oban, 
meanwhile Clansman was spotted passing Tobermory at about 0835. She was sailing far slower than her 
normal speed. 

  
 

13/11/06 Juno and Saturn are now both noted as being laid up at Rosneath until they are required at Rothesay for 
a six week period over the winter. 

Strong winds continue to affect the Western Isles, with Hebrides currently lying at Lochmaddy 
stormbound. With no letup in the westerly Force 9 severe gale, her sailings for the rest of the day have 
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been cancelled. Lochnevis did attempt a sailing to the Small Isles this morning, however she too had to 
turn back to Mallaig. 

Loch Bhrusda has seen her 1230 from Barra to Eriskay return sailing cancelled. The later sailing is also in 
doubt and will be updated on CalMac's website at around 1600. 

  
 

11/11/06 Isle of Arran suffered minor delays through the day today due to the high winds. It took until 0950 to get 
alongside Port Ellen this morning, and when it came to departure, she had to manoeuvre on the 
roundhead and then reverse out of the bay as far as the lighthouse before being able to turn. She 
eventually left the pier at 1020. The return journey was with the wind so she made up some time and was 
only 15 minutes late into Port Askaig this afternoon, although it did take until 1530 to get alongside. 
Departure was half an hour late. 
 
Caledonian Isles suffered at the hands of the weather too, with her sailings this afternoon being 
cancelled. 

Coruisk emerged from Rosneath this morning and proceeded to Gourock before moving down to 
Wemyss Bay, where she took over from Juno on the Wemyss Bay - Rothesay service. This route is now 
once again in the hands of the new generation of ferries. 

  

 

 
Isle of Arran reversing away from Port Ellen 

  

  
 

10/11/06 Clansman did not sail for South Uist and Barra today. Presumably this was due to the predicted high 
winds which were to sweep through the Minch during the afternoon and evening. 

Isle of Arran had to divert her 1800 sailing to Port Askaig instead of Port Ellen this evening due to high 
winds. 

Isle of Lewis did not sail this morning; her 0715 service being cancelled with the weather. She was due to 
sail at 1300 however. 

  
 

09/11/06 Isle of Lewis was delayed by around 20 minutes in Stornoway this morning due to loading taking longer 
than anticipated. The 0715 sailing departed a 0735 and arrived in Ullapool at 1020. The ship then lost 
more time and it was about 1100 before she sailed again. 

Muirneag also didn't sail last night as she was still sitting at her berth in Stornoway at first light this 
morning. 
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Muirneag lying at Stornoway 

  

  
 

06/11/06 Lord of the Isles' location has been confirmed as Tobermory. She is currently berthed starboard side to 
the pier, meaning that Raasay is having to use the buoy as her temporary berth. 

Loch Buie arrived at Rothesay at around 1630 this afternoon. She will lie at the pier until Ardmaleish slip 
is vacated by Loch Linnhe. 

  
 

05/11/06 Hebridean Isles departed Kennacraig at around 2130 this evening and is taking a slow journey 
round Kintyre and up to Gourock where she expected to arrive sometime tomorrow morning. Isle 
of Arran took over the Islay run with the 1300 sailing to Port Askaig. 

Loch Riddon sailed from Colonsay up to Fionnphort today where she took over from the Loch 
Buie. The Loch Buie then made her way south to Port Askaig where she is spending tonight. She 
will continue her journey to Bute tomorrow. 

  

 
Loch Riddon on relief at Fionnphort 

  

 

 
Hebridean Isles preparing to leave Kennacraig 

  

  
 

04/11/06 Clyde: 
Loch Fyne spent last night at Campbletown and set sail for Colintraive via the Kilbrannan Sound and the 
Kyles of Bute, arriving at 1010 this morning. She took over the Colintraive - Rhubodach service from Loch 
Dunvegan, which then made her way to Largs to unload crew cars before sailing for JWD. This is Loch 
Fyne's first spell in service on this particular route. Normally Isle of Cumbrae would perform this relief 
duty, however large vehicles carrying construction equipment and raw materials will be using the Kyles of 
Bute crossing to get to the site of the new linkspan at Rothesay and a vessel equal in size to the Loch 
Dunvegan was needed. 
 
Juno made her way back down the Clyde this morning and replaced Coruisk on the Wemyss Bay - 
Rothesay crossing. Coruisk then made her way up to Gourock to unload 5 crew cars before sailing for 
Rosneath where she will spend the next week undergoing repairs. 
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Western Isles: 
After sailing from Rothesay in the last day or so, Loch Riddon passed through the Sound of Islay en route 
for Colonsay where she is spending tonight. She is due to relieve Loch Buie on the Fionnphort - Iona 
crossing following a quick handover with Loch Buie tomorrow. Loch Buie will then sail south, spending 
Sunday night on Islay. 
Also passing through the Sound of Islay today was Isle of Arran which has sailed down from Tobermory. 
She will commence a relief spell on the Kennacraig - Islay routes tomorrow. Hebridean Isles is to sail for 
JWD on Sunday night. 

Lord of the Isles arrived back in Oban today following her annual overhaul. She berthed for a while at the 
linkspan before sailing for Tobermory where she will lie spare until required to cover for Clansman or Isle 
of Mull. 

 
 

 

 
Lochs Fyne and Dunvegan at Colintraive 

 

 
Loch Riddon off Port Askaig 

  

  
 

03/11/06 Clyde: 
Juno has taken over the Gourock - Dunoon service for today only, while her 
sisters Jupiter and Saturn lie at the wires. Jupiter is having maintenance today and will return to 
service tomorrow, while Saturn is laid up spare. The photo opposite was taken this morning and 
marks what will probably be one of the final times that we will see all three Streakers together.  
 
Western Isles: 
Isle of Cumbrae took over the Fishnish - Lochaline crossing this morning. Loch Fyne has set sail for 
Campbletown where she will spend tonight. She is due to relieve her sister on the secondary Bute 
crossing tomorrow sometime.  

  

 
Isle of Cumbrae on relief at Fishnish 
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Juno, Jupiter and Saturn at Gourock 

  

  
 

02/11/06 Western Isles: 
Lochnevis is now in service on the Small Isles and winter Armadale roster. Coruisk was spotted passing 
Tobermory at 0835 and then in the Sound of Islay, off Port Askaig at 1300 this afternoon as she made her 
way down from Mallaig to the Clyde. She is spending the night at Rothesay. 

Clyde: 
It is reported that the work to construct the new end-loading ferry berth at Rothesay will commence on 
27th November and will take 34 weeks. For a six week period, two of the Streakers will be required to 
operate in order to avoid getting in the way of the works. For the rest of the winter, Coruisk and Bute will 
remain in charge. It is expected that Argyle may relieve for the overhauls in the spring. 
Loch Riddon left Bute this morning following completion of her annual overhaul. She is to sail for 
Colonsay and then Iona. Following Coruisk's arrival at Rothesay this evening, Juno made her way up to 
Gourock where she joined her two sisters  

 

 
Lochnevis arriving at Armadale 

  

 

  

DATE  NEWS 

31/12/06 Western Isles: 
 Oban - Craignure: 
Due to adverse weather the following sailings are affected: 
1600 ex Oban: Cancelled 
1700 ex Craignure: Cancelled 
 
 Kennacraig - Islay: 
Due to adverse weather conditions the 1250 Hebridean Isles sailing ex Kennacraig - Port Ellen has now 
been diverted to Port Askaig. 
Port Askaig still remains closed but it is still possible to take cars over the linkspan at the moment. If 
any problems arise, hoist loading will be in operation. 
 
 Tayinloan - Gigha: 
This service has suspended due to adverse weather conditions for the remainder of today. 
 
Clyde: 
Loch Tarbert has just past Wemyss Bay (1300) heading for Gourock presumably to seek shelter from 
the Cumbrae Roster. 
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 Gourock - Dunoon: 
Due to adverse weather conditions the following sailings have been cancled: 
1820 ex Gourock 
1850 ex Dunoon 
1920 ex Gourock 
1950 ex Dunoon 
 
 Colintraive - Rhubodach: 
Due to the extremely severe weather conditions forecast throughout today, the ferry will run on a 
sailing to sailing basis.  Disruptions are to be expected. 
Update 1830: 
This service has suspended due to adverse weather conditions for the remainder of today. 
 
 Wemyss Bay - Rothesay: 
Due to adverse weather conditions the following sailings are disrupted: 
1215 ex Rothesay: Diverted to Gourock* (Coruisk) 
1300 ex Wemyss Bay: Cancelled 
1345 ex Rothesay: Cancelled 
* Transport will be provided to transferred passengers from Gourock to Wemyss Bay. 
Update 1345: 
Bute is now alongside Wemyss Bay suggesting the route may be operating again. 
Update 1430: 
Due to adverse weather conditions the following sailings have been cancelled: 
1430 ex Wemyss Bay 
1515 ex Rothesay 
1600 ex Wemyss Bay 
Coruisk will depart Gourock at 1430 sailing to Rothesay. 
Weather permitting Coruisk will then depart Rothesay at 1600 and Bute depart Gourock at 1600. 
Transport will be provided to transfer passengers from Gourock to Wemyss Bay. 
Update 1730: 
Due to adverse weather conditions there will be no more sailings from Rothesay or Wemyss Bay this 
evening. 
Coruisk will depart Gourock at 1730 sailing to Rothesay. 
Intending passenger are advised to check prior to travelling. 
Coruisk departed on what was a rough crossing. The Captain was noted announcing: "Hello, this is 
your captain speaking. I'm just letting you know that everything is going as planned. There will be no 
extra charge for the rollercoaster ride". Foot passengers were unable to disembark via the gangway 
because of the combination of high tide and bad weather conditions, so the plan was to let passengers 
walk off via the car deck, but the crew decided that this was too risky (one of the crew almost got 
blown off their feet by high winds), so they asked all drivers if they could take foot passengers into 
their car and drop them off at the pier. 
 
 Ardrossan - Brodick: 
At present there are no disruptions to the Ardrossan Brodick service.  Due to an adverse weather 
forecast later in the day passengers are advised to travel on as early a sailing as possible as disruptions 
to the service are likely. 
 
 Tarbert - Lochranza: 
This service has suspended due to adverse weather conditions for the remainder of today. 
 
Northlink: 
 Aberdeen - Hatston - Lerwick: 
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Delays affecting Kirkwall (Hatston) arrivals & departures: 
Hjatland has departed Kirkwall (Hatston) at 0100 and is scheduled to arrive in Aberdeen between 
0830 and 0930 on Sunday 31st December. 
The next scheduled departure from Kirkwall (Hatston) is the 2345 sailing to Aberdeen on Wednesday 
3rd January 2007. 
 

 As always, please check above for updates on the companies websites. 

  
 

30/12/06  New Year Timetable Restrictions: 
There are NO sailings on Monday 1 January and restricted sailings on Tuesday 2 January. 
 
Also a reminder that the 1230 sailing from Ardrossan and the 1350 sailing from Brodick have both 
been withdrawn from service on Monday 8th January 2007 as per information printed in the current 
winter timetable. 
 
Western Isles: 
 Mallaig - Armadale: 
The 1600 ex Mallaig and 1645 hrs ex Armadale has been cancelled due to adverse weather conditions. 
The next sailing ex Mallaig to Armadale will be Wednesday 3rd of January 2007 at 0840, Weather 
Permitting. 
 
Clyde: 
 Largs - Cumbrae: 
Due to the extremely severe weather conditions forecast throughout today, Saturday and Sunday , the 
ferry will run on a sailing to sailing basis.  Disruptions are to be expected. 
 
Northlink: 
 Scrabster - Stromness: 
Hamnavoe departed Stromness at 1230 to arrive in Scrabster at 1400. 
Owing to adverse weather conditions the 1645 departure from Stromness and the 1900 departure 
from Scrabster have been cancelled. 
 
 Aberdeen - Hatston - Lerwick: 
Due to severe weather conditions, and in the interest of passenger comfort and safety, the 1700 
sailing from Aberdeen - Hatston / Lerwick has been cancelled. 
The next scheduled sailing is due to leave Aberdeen at 1900 on Tuesday 2nd of January. 
Tonight's sailing to Aberdeen has been cancelled due to weather conditions. 
The next scheduled departure from Kirkwall (Hatston) is the 0100 sailing to Aberdeen on Sunday 31st 
December. 
 

 As always, please check above for updates on the companies websites. 

  
 

29/12/06 Due to forecasted adverse weather there are numerous disruptions again today to services: 
 As always, please check above for updates on the companies websites. 

 
Western Isles: 
Clansman spent last night in Oban with the Isle of Mull seeking shelter in Craignure to free up the 
linkspan berth. Clansman should of spent the night in the Outer Isles. 
Update 1200: 
Isle of Mull has been running 90 minutes late all day due to weather. She has just appeared in Oban 
Bay - arrival unknown. She is now berthing at the linkspan. Lord of the Isles left Oban at 1200 for 
Colonsay. 
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Update 1545: 
Isle of Mull has just been sighted heading East from Colonsay past the entrance to Loch Buie (1540). 
Update 1705: 
Lord of the Isles has just arrived back in Oban retuning from Colonsay. She then loaded about half a 
dozen cars and left again presumably for Craignure and a overnight berth. 
 
 Berneray - Leverburgh: 
The following sailings have been cancelled due to adverse weather: 
0815 ex Berneray 
0925 ex Leverburgh 
There is no improvement in the weather, so morning sailings have been cancelled. 
Hoping to sail from Berneray at 1330 and return from Leverburgh at 1440. 
 
 Barra - Eriskay: 
Due to Weather Conditions the Chargehand has cancelled the following sailings: 
0715 ex Ardmhor 
0820 ex Eriskay 
The next return sailing is also in doubt, will advise later when information becomes available. 
Update 0920: 
Chargehand has now cancelled the following sailings: 
0925 ex Ardmhor 
1030 ex Eriskay 
The next return sailing will be reviewed at approx 1200 today. 
 
 Mallaig - Small Isles: 
The 1020 Mallaig - Small Isles service has been cancelled for today due to adverse weather conditions. 
 
 Mallaig - Armadale: 
The following have been cancelled today due to adverse weather conditions: 
0840 ex Mallaig 
0925 ex Armadale 
The situation for the following will be reviewed at 1430: 
1600 ex Mallaig 
1645hrs ex Armadale 
 
 Uig - Tarbert - Lochmaddy: 
Hebrides sailed at 0807 ex Tarbert for Uig on a delayed 0730 departure. 
 
 Oban - Colonsay - Oban: 
The following sailings have been cancelled: 
1000 ex Oban - Colonsay 
The master will review the situation at 1145 in-lue of a 1200 departure ex Oban. 
 
 Fionnphort - Iona: 
This service is currently suspended due to adverse weather conditions.  
 
 Tayinloan - Gigha: 
This service is currently suspended due to adverse weather conditions. 
 
Clyde: 
Loch Tarbert has joined Loch Alainn at Gourock pier, having sailed up from Largs earlier today. 
 
 Largs - Cumbrae: 
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Due to the extremely severe weather conditions forecast throughout today, Saturday and Sunday , the 
ferry will run on a sailing to sailing basis.  Disruptions are to be expected. 
 
 Gourock - Dunoon: 
Due to adverse weather conditions the passenger only services by AliCat have been cancelled. 
 
 Wemyss Bay - Rothesay: 
Update 0900: 
Bute and Coruisk are both at Wemyss Bay, Coruisk is sitting off suggesting a possible problem 
with Bute. 
Update 0920: 
Due to a continuing technical problem with Bute the following sailings are canceled: 
0925 ex Wemyss Bay 
1010 ex Rothesay 
 
 Tarbert - Portavadie: 
All sailings have been cancelled until further notice due to adverse weather. 
 
 Colintraive - Rhubodach: 
All sailings have been cancelled until further notice due to adverse weather. 
 

 As always, please check above for updates on the companies websites. 

  
 

28/12/06 Western Isles / Clyde: 
Severe storms are forecast for tomorrow and services are liable to disruption. 
Met Office Statement: 
The Met Office is forecasting a very disturbed spell of weather over the next few days, with short 
periods of damaging winds expected to affect many areas of the UK. Two waves of severe weather are 
expected during Friday night and New Years Eve, with gusts of 70-80 mph, over N Ireland, Wales, 
western England and the southern half of Scotland. Furthermore, winds could turn very squally almost 
anywhere, particularly across southern England and Wales for a short time on Saturday Peak wind 
strengths are enough to lead to disruption. The public are advised to check for subsequent forecasts in 
the areas affected as areas at risk may change. 
 

 As always, please check above for updates on the companies websites. 

  
 

27/12/06 Clyde: 
It is assumed Loch Alainn is to make for Troon for her repairs in the new year. Updates to Follow. 
 
Western Isles: 
 Tayinloan - Gigha: 
The slipway at Tayinloan appears to have been cleared and the Loch Ranza is back running from 
Tayinloan again instead of the diverted Kennacraig. 

  
 

26/12/06 Western Isles: 
Isle of Mull was operating sailings to Craignure today, however she was noted at crossing at a much 
reduced speed than normall. 
 
Clyde: 
Isle of Cumbrae is still holding the Cumbrae roster while Loch Alainn sits at the wires in Gourock 
awaiting attention to her damaged propulsion unit. 
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Northlink: 
Northwestern Shiprepairers and Shipbuilders, of Birkenhead, is expected to carry out the work  on the 
two Aberdeen – Lerwick vessels to provide extra cabins, increasing the available berths by around 
20%. The Hrossey is due to refit for about 3 weeks from 26th February and the Hjatland for a similar 
period from 16th April. 
The Hamnavoe is due to go to Fredericia for Dry-dock on 2nd February  with the Hebridean 
Isles covering.   
The Hascosay is also going to Fredericia in March in between the Hrossey and Hjaltland's refits. 

  
 

25/12/06 There are NO services operating today for both CalMac and Northlink. A limited timetable will operate 
tomorrow. (see external links above for more information) 

  
 

24/12/06 Clyde: 
Caledonian Isles will have her annual overhaul in Aberdeen. She will make the 30hour voyage around 
the 07/01/07 and dock between 08/01/07 - 18/01/07. Clansman will cover for her. 

  
 

23/12/06 Clyde: 
Loch Alainn has now limped back to Garvel Dry-Dock for further engine repairs leaving the Isle of 
Cumbrae to solder on on the Largs route for a while longer. Loch Tarbert was also sighted in Largs 
around 1530 this afternoon where she tied up at the pier for the night. Its currently unclear what's 
manning the Tarbert - Portavadie / Lochranza run at the moment, presumably she is to swap with 
the Isle of Cumbrae. 
 
Caledonian Isles also took avoiding action with a 360 degree turn this morning when a freight vessel 
came close to her route. 
 
 Brodick - Ardrossan: 
The 1230 sailing from Ardrossan and the 1350 sailing from Brodick have both been withdrawn from 
service on Monday 8th January 2007 as per information printed in the current winter timetable. 

  
 

22/12/06 Western Isles: 
Lord of the Isles is now berthed at Craignure for the festive period. Isle of Mull has entered service 
again after her overhaul. However she suffered a water leakage in the engine after passing Islay 
heading north. She will now stay at the North Pier over Christmas when her engine will be stripped 
once again on the 24/12/06. Clansman will stay at the Linkspan while Isle of Arran will remain at 
Tobermory. 
 
Clyde: 
Loch Alainn took over her Largs - Cumbrae run this morning. Unfortunately she sheared a bolt on her 
new prop so she the Isle of Cumbrae is now back on the run. It is the latter's 30th birthday today and 
she is back serving the route she was designed and built for - some achievement for a wee craft! 
 
 Gourock - Dunoon: 
Due to an incident involving Strathclyde Police, the following sailings have been cancelled: 
1920 dep Gourock 
1950 dep Dunoon 
The next sailing for Dunoon will depart Gourock at 2018. 
Caledonian MacBrayne apologises for any inconvenience caused. 
 
Terminals: 
 Rothesay: 
Customers are advised that to enable the contractors working at Rothesay pier to access piling work, 
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the Wemyss Bay to Rothesay route will be serviced by two Streakers for a period of approximately six 
weeks. This will start in early January. 
CalMac regrets any inconvenience which may be caused Customers are advised to plan their trips in 
advance as far as possible as route capacity will be affected. To assist foot passengers for the period of 
the adjustments, a temporary ticket office is being installed at the pier which will be clearly identified. 
All parties concerned will endeavour to conclude the works as quickly as possible. Should you require 
any further information, please contact local offices or the CalMac website www.calmac.co.uk. 

  
 

21/12/06 Western Isles: 
 Tayinloan - Gigha (Operating as Kennacraig - Gigha): 
Sunday 24th & Tuesday 26th December Sailings  from Kennacraig to Gigha: 
1200 dep Gigha - Kennacraig 
1530 dep Gigha - Kennacraig 
1300 dep Kennacraig - Gigha 
1500 dep Kennacraig - Gigha 
(Please not that the temporary timetable noted on the 10/12/06 is still in operation) 

  
 

20/12/06 Terminals: 
 Port Askaig: 

 IMPORTANT! 
Caledonian MacBrayne confirms that the ferry operation at Port Askaig on Islay is to close temporarily 
with immediate effect and that all services to and from Islay will operate from Port Ellen. 
 
The closure brings forward a planned interruption in the service from Port Askaig which had been 
scheduled for mid-February. To enable essential engineering works at Port Askaig, involving 
replacement of the current linkspan and other facilities, the ferry will operate out of Port Ellen from 
Thursday (December 20, 2006). 
 
CalMac is also highlighting that to enable customers to maintain mainland bus connections, the 1300 
departure from Kennacraig will be brought forward by ten minutes to 1250 with immediate effect. 
 
CalMac are working closely with Argyll and Bute Council on this in terms of keeping people informed 
about the progress of the works and the possible impact on the service. The Council is making 
arrangements for connecting transport between the two ports for the 1530 sailing and the details of 
these arrangements will be widely publicised. From CalMac: "We assure our customers on the island 
and the mainland that we will endeavour to keep any possible disruption to a minimum and that we 
will do everything in our power to ensure that the work is completed as quickly as possible. Customers 
should obviously keep an eye out for local notices and updates on our website www.calmac.co.uk and 
we will ensure that gives everyone the best possible information." 

  Western Isles: 
Isle of Mull past the Point of Ayre at 0400 this morning en route to Oban. 
Update 1100: 
Isle of Mull is currently nearing the south-eastern tip of Islay. 
 
Clyde: 
Loch Alainn was receiving her final touches today in JWD. Sand is being applied to her wet paintwork 
to add to the grip on her ramp. She is expected to sail for Largs tomorrow to return to service and 
relieve the Isle of Cumbrae. 

 
Loch Alainn today 

  
 

19/12/06 Update 1920: 
Isle of Mull is just departing Bidston and is currently in the Dock system. She has to pass through 
various locks before entering the Mersey where she will have Compass adjustments. When successful 

http://www.calmac.co.uk/
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she is departing for Oban ETA 1600 tomorrow afternoon. Delay was caused by a second engine rebuild 
and some modifications to a leaking Stern Door. If she goes up through the Sound of Islay, she should 
be passing Port Askaig mid morning, 0900-1200 depending on tide, speed and time of her departure. 
Update 2300: 
She left the Mersey bar at 2250. She is now en route to Oban. 

  
 

18/12/06 Terminals: 
 Oban: 
Work continues at the new Linkspan with heavy construction equipment. It is assumed the new 
section will mean that the cars will load from the existing marshalling lanes but the 'other' way 
around. The existing linkspan will load from the furthest away from the new terminal building. 

 
Oban's 2nd linkspan 

  
 

17/12/06 Isle of Mull was moved from the dry dock to the wet dock last week nearing her annual overhaul 
completion. She is due to leave for Oban at 1500 tomorrow afternoon. This may change however as 
her engines are still being assembled, and sections of her car deck are still being replaced. As she has 
not yet been out on trials after such a big engine job, her departure may be delayed. 
She should have a loaded test run on or around the Mersey. It is believed Paxman Diesels of Stockport 
may be doing it as they were the ones who built the Mirlees Engines (Paxman took over Mirlees a 
while ago). Loaded Testing is also required to retune the Power Units so that they are not incorrectly 
set and cause damage. 
 
It is also noted that the shore crew are greatly missing the 'Mull'! 
 
Isle of Arran is due to leave Tobermory in February sometime, possibly the 20th updates to follow. 
 
As mentioned on the 12/12/06 Lord of the Isles appears to be having a bit of a manoeuvrability 
problems, as yesterday she completely missed the pier in Craignure on the 1000 from Oban and finally 
docked at 1050. Her speed on leaving the pier was not too great either, there was hardly any wind on 
this occasion. 
 
Loch Striven is now lying at the back at Rothesay pier after arriving from Kennacraig. 
 
Clyde: 
 Largs - Cumbrae: 
It appears Isle of Cumbrae might be suffering from technical difficulties this afternoon. 
Updates to follow. 
Service is currently operating on a sailing to sailing basis at the moment due to a technical problem. 
However, there will definitely be a 2015 sailing from Largs and a 2030 from Cumbrae. 
 
Western Isles: 
 Tayinloan - Gigha (Operating as Kennacraig - Gigha): 
Sunday 17th December Sailings  from Kennacraig to Gigha: 
1200 dep Gigha - Kennacraig 
1300 dep Kennacraig - Gigha 
1530 dep Gigha - Kennacraig 
1600 dep Kennacraig - Gigha 
 
Terminals: 
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 Rothesay: 
Work has now started at the new Linkspan with heavy construction equipment present today. 

  
 

15/12/06 Western Isles: 
Eigg was caught moving into the railway berth, she only sat alongside for a maximum of 20 seconds, 
then left again, now out in the bay. As yet no reports as to why she was there, its possible she may be 
helping with pier work. It looked as though she was heading for the Sound of Kerrera. 
Update: 
She is still sitting in the bay waiting off. Updates to Follow. 

  
 

13/12/06 Northlink: 
 
Hamnavoe departed Stromness at 10:00 this morning on what was her first sailing of the day. She 
then departed Scrabster at 13:15 and arrived Stromness at 14:45. The 16:45 sailing from Stromness 
and the 19:00 sailing from Scrabster are now running to schedule. 
 
However, due to the adverse weather forecast the 06:30 sailing from Stromness and the 08:45 
sailing from Scrabster on Thursday 14th December have been cancelled. All further sailings are 
expected to operate as normal. 

 
Hamnavoe departing Orkney this morning. 

  
 

12/12/06 Western Isles: 
 
Lord of the Isles is currently stormbound in Craignure. It is possible that she is suffering with technical 
problems as well with Isle of Arran on standby. 
 
 Oban - Craignure: 
Due to adverse weather today's sailing to Craignure @1600 has been cancelled. Also the sailings from 
Craignure to Oban @1500 and 1700 has been cancelled. Next schedule sailing is tomorrow departing 
Oban @ 0800 as per timetable. 
 
 Fionnphort - Iona: 
Due to adverse weather, this service has not run today, the situation will be reviewed at 1300. 
Update 1500: 
Weather conditions are getting worse, therefore there will be no more attempts to sail today 
 
 Ullapool - Stornoway: 
Due to adverse the weather, the following are disrupted: 
1030 ex Ullapool - Stornoway: Cancelled. 
1345 ex Stornoway - Ullapool: Cancelled. 
Update 1130: 
Isle of Lewis will attempt a sailing from Ullapool at 1600 this afternoon. 
 
 Mallaig - Small Isles: 
The 1020 sailing has been cancelled for today due to adverse weather. 
 
 Mallaig - Armadale: 
The 0840 ex Mallaig and 0925 ex Armadale are cancelled due to adverse weather, next sailing 1600 ex 
Mallaig weather permitting. 
 
 Ardmhor - Eriskay: 
Chargehand has cancelled the 1230 sailing ex Ardmhor and the return 1410 sailing ex Eriskay. 
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The last return sailing on this route is also in doubt, information will be posted when it becomes 
available. 
 
 Oban - Coll / Tiree: 
Due to adverse weather conditions the 0645 hrs sailing to Coll and Tiree today has been 
cancelled, Clansman is currently in Oban. 
The next sailing from Oban will depart Oban at 0645 on Wednesday 13th December and will sail Oban 
- Coll - Tiree - Oban - weather permitting. 
 
 Oban - Castlebay / Lochboisdale: 
Due to adverse weather conditions the 1530 sailing from Oban has been cancelled. 
The next sailing from Oban will be Thursday 14th December. 
 
 Tobermory - Kilchoan: 
The 0720 and 0800 did not sail this morning. 
Chargehand has advised that he will attempt the 1000 sailing from Tobermory and 1145 from 
Kilchoan. 
Update 1500: 
The above sailings did eventually sail with little Raasay although it was in doubt until the last moment. 
Update 1530: 
The last sailings today from Tobermory at 1545 and 1630 from Kilchoan have been cancelled due to 
very severe weather conditions. 
 
 Tayinloan - Gigha (Operating as Kennacraig - Gigha): 
Service suspended today due to weather. 
 

 As always, please check above for updates on the companies websites. 
 
Clyde: 
 Wemyss Bay - Rothesay: 
Due to adverse weather conditions there are no sailings at present. 
Coruisk departed Rothesay at 1010 sailing to Gourock. 
Coruisk will depart Gourock for Rothesay @ 1200. 
Bute will depart Rothesay @ 1145 weather permitting sailing for Wemyss Bay. 
Transport will be available between Wemyss Bay and Gourock. 
Intending passengers are advised to check prior to travelling. 
Update 1600: 
Sailings are now back to normal although liable to disruption due to the continuing weather. 
 
 Largs - Cumbrae: 
The service will be running a reduced service today due to weather conditions, and will not be running 
as per timetable. 
Update 1130: 
Service is currently suspended. 
Update 1500: 
The route is currently operating a severely reduced service at the moment, strictly on a run by run 
service. 
 
 Ardrossan Brodick: 
Due to adverse weather conditions the 0820 sailing  from Brodick this morning will be diverted to 
Gourock although berthing at Gourock is not guaranteed. 
The 1105 sailing from Brodick and the 1230 sailing from Ardrossan have been cancelled. 
Passengers are advised to be at Gourock 1015 passengers are further advised there will be a bus 
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leaving Ardrossan at 0940 for Gourock. 
This service may subject to delays or cancellations later today. 
Update 1130: 
Caledonian Isles departed Gourock at 1115 and is due to arrive in Brodick at approx 1315. 
A decision regarding later sailings will be made on arrival at Brodick. 
Update 1330: 
Due to adverse weather conditions the 1350 sailing from Brodick will be diverted to Gourock although 
berthing at Gourock is not guaranteed. 
Passengers are advised to be at Gourock for 1545. 
Passengers are further advised there will be a bus leaving Ardrossan at 15.0 for Gourock. 
All passengers for the 1640 sailing from Brodick and the 1800 from Ardrossan are advised to travel on 
the above sailings. 
Update 1700: 
Unfortunately Caledonian Isles was not able to berth at Gourock so is currently returning to Brodick. 
 

 As always, please check above for updates on the companies websites. 
 
Northlink: 
 Scrabster - Stromness: 
Hamnavoe departed Stromness at 0930 to arrive in Scrabster at 1100. 
The next scheduled sailing will depart Scrabster at 1200 to arrive in Stromness at 1330. 
The 1645 departure from Stromness and the 1900 departure from Scrabster will be reviewed in the 
afternoon. 
Update 1215: 
Due to the adverse weather forecast, the 0630 sailing from Stromness and the 0845 sailing from 
Scrabster on Wednesday 13th December have been cancelled. 
The first sailing will now depart Stromness at 1000 to arrive in Scrabster at 1130. 
The return sailing from Scrabster will depart as normal at 1315. 
The 1645 sailing and the 1900 sailing on Wednesday are under review.  
 
 Aberdeen - Lerwick: 
Hrossey arrived in Aberdeen at a delayed 0915 and is scheduled for departure at 1900 sailing for 
Lerwick as timetabled. 
 

 As always, please check above for updates on the companies websites. 
 
Past Fleet: 
Pentalina B (ex Iona) now appears to be in Dover on charter to the cattle farmers who 
chartered Claymore. It is assumed Claymore is back in the Pentland Firth. 
Pictures HERE (external link) 

  
 

11/12/06 Western Isles: 
Lord of the Isles arrived in Craignure this Morning and Promptly Missed the Pier in her turning 
probably due to the Northerly wind blowing her off the pier. More attempts followed and she finally 
docked at 0810 this morning and left again and 0830. 
 
 Uig - Tarbert / Lochmaddy: 
Due to adverse weather conditions the 1400 sailing to Tarbert is now cancelled. 
 
 Oban - Colonsay: 
Today's sailing from Oban - Colonsay and return has been cancelled due to adverse weather 
conditions. 
The next sailing will depart Oban on Wednesday 13th December at 1200 as timetabled. 

http://www.shipspotting.com/modules/myalbum/photo.php?lid=322017
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 Mallaig - Small Isles: 
The 1020 sailing to the Small Isles has been cancelled for today due to adverse weather. 
 
 Barra - Eriskay: 
The Chargehand has cancelled the following sailings: 
0925 ex Ardmhor - Eriskay 
1030 ex Eriskay - Ardmhor 
 
 Fionnphort - Iona: 
Currently suspended due to adverse weather conditions. This will be reviewed at 1000. 
 
Clyde: 
 Wemyss Bay - Rothesay: 
Due to the volume of traffic the 0930 sailing departed Rothesay at 0945. 
 
Northlink: 
 Scrabster - Stromness: 
Due to adverse weather conditions the following sailings have been re-timed: 
0630 and 1100 sailings from Stromness will now depart at 0930. 
0845 and 1315 from Scrabster will now depart at 1200. 

  
 

10/12/06 Western Isles: 
 Tayinloan - Gigha: (Operating as Kennacraig - Gigha) 
Update 1200: 
Due to the ongoing problems at the Tayinloan slip, the Gigha Service is operating on a temporary basis 
form Kennacraig.  The two ship timetable will be as follows until further notice: 
0800 dep Gigha - Kennacraig 
0800 dep Kennacraig - Gigha 
1000 dep Gigha - Kennacraig 
1000 dep Kennacraig - Gigha 
1200 dep Gigha - Kennacraig 
1330 dep Kennacraig - Gigha 
1530 dep Gigha - Kennacraig 
1600 dep Kennacraig - Gigha 
Passenger numbers are restricted to 12 so bookings are essential. Please contact Kennacraig on 01880 
730 253 using option 2. 
 
 Kennacraig - Islay: 
Update 1800: 
Due to adverse weather conditions the following sailings have been disrupted: 
1800 dep Kennacraig - Port Ellen: Diverted to Port Askaig. 
0415 dep Port Ellen - Kennacraig: Now departing from Port Askaig. 
 
 Sconser - Raasay: 
Due to continuing adverse weather conditions this service has now been cancelled for the remainder 
of the day. 
All sailings will be reviewed Tomorrow. 
 
Clyde: 
 Wemyss Bay - Rothesay: 
Update 0900: 
Bute departed Rothesay on her first run bound for Gourock due to weather conditions. 
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Update 1600: 
Due to continuing adverse weather conditions the 1645 sailing from Rothesay is heading for Gourock. 
The last sailing will be 1845 from Gourock to Rothesay. 
Transport will be made available from Wemyss Bay to Gourock. 
Update 1730: 
There will be no further sailings on the Rothesay - Wemyss Bay route this evening. 
 
 Largs - Cumbrae: 
Update 0900: 
Service liable to disruption with some sailings suspended due to weather. 
Update 1215: 
Service resumed but prone to disruption again. 
Update 1515: 
Service has been suspended on this route until further notice due to weather conditions. 
Update 1630: 
1645 dep Largs - Cumbrae will operate as normal. 
Hopefully more sailings will go ahead. Terminal is currently watching the situation. 

 Ardrossan - Brodick: 
Update 1330: 
The 1105 ex Brodick - Ardrossan diverted to Gourock instead of Ardrossan. 
Ex Gourock 1400 ETA Brodick 1600. TBC whether 1640 will sail or not. 
Update 1600: 
Due to adverse weather conditions the 1640 sailing from Brodick will be diverted to Gourock. 
Passengers are advised to be at Gourock for 1830 Passengers are further advised there will be a bus 
leaving Ardrossan for Gourock at 1755. 
 
 Gourock - Dunoon: 
The 1320 ex Gourock did not depart due to weather conditions. 
Jupiter however made a 1420 departure to Dunoon. 

 

 
Caledonian Isles departing 
Gourock while Jupiter berths.  
 
Northlink: 
 Scrabster - Stromness: 
Hamnavoe departed  Stromness at 1645 to arrive in Scrabster at 1815. 
The next scheduled sailing will depart Scrabster at 1900 to arrive in Stromness at  2030. 
Due to adverse weather conditions the following sailings have been re-timed Tomorrow (Monday): 
The 0630 and 1100 sailings from Stromness will now depart at 0930. 
The 0845 and 1315 from Scrabster will now depart at 1200. 

 

  
 

09/12/06 Western Isles: 
Loch Linnhe is possibly going to attempt a run from Tayinloan to Gigha today after a work gang 
removed some of the blockage on the slipway. Updates to follow. 
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08/12/06 Western Isles: 
Loch Linnhe is now at Kennacraig assisting the Loch Ranza on the Gigha service. Loch Striven is now en 
route to Rothesay. 
Loch Linnhe's extended overhaul was to allow fitting of a new Vioth unit. 
 
Tayinloan Slipway is currently getting dredged as recent storms brought debris and plant life onto the 
shore blocking the ferries access. 
 
Clyde: 
Update 1830: 
 Ardrossan - Brodick: 
Please be advised the following sailings have been withdrawn from service on Saturday 09/12/06 and 
Monday 11/12/06 as per information printed in the winter timetable. 
1230 ex Ardrossan - Brodick 
1350 ex Brodick - Ardrossan 
 
Update 1130: 
Saturn is currently making ready for her up river cruise to Loch Shira's launch. Pictures and updates to 
follow. 
Update 1220: 
Saturn under the commend of Captain Smith, is now on her way up river at 13kts towards Ferguson's 
yard where Loch Shira is to be launched. 
 
Update 1310: 
Loch Shira has just taken to the water for the first time after launching from Ferguson's yard slipway 
just after 1300 today. 
The event was covered by our Fleet News and Media Crews. 
Pictures: Loch Shira's Launch 
 
Caledonian MacBrayne Press Release: 
New Largs - Cumbrae Slip Ferry Launched at Ferguson’s (Internal Link) 

  
 

07/12/06 Western Isles: 
 Mallaig - Small Isles: 
Update 1020: 
Due to technical problems with Lochnevis the Small Isles service will be operating as follows: 
Passenger Only: 
1020 dep Mallaig 
1140 arr Rum 
1150 dep Rum 
1250 arr Canna 
1300 dep Canna 
1500 arr Mallaig 
Please note there will only be the one call at Rum. 
It is currently unclear which vessel will operate the roster - however it is assumed it will be chartered 
tonnage. Updates to follow. 
 
 Mallaig - Armadale: 
Update 1020: 
Due to a technical problem with Lochnevis the following sailings are cancelled today: 
0840 ex Mallaig - Armadale 
0925h ex Armadale - Mallaig 
We will update regarding the afternoon sailings at 1600 and 1645. 

http://www.shipsofcalmac.co.uk/ff_loch_shira_launch.asp
http://www.shipsofcalmac.co.uk/fleet_news_features_4.asp
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 Tayinloan - Gigha: 
A reminder that Tayinloan Slipway is still out of action. Gigha is currently being served from 
Kennacraig. See Fleet News for 01/12/06 & 04/12/06 for more. 
 
Clyde: 
 
It is still anticipated that Saturn's cruise up the Clyde for Loch Shira's launch tomorrow will go ahead. 
It is planned that Jupiter will return to service tonight on the Gourock - Dunoon roster freeing up her 
fleet mate for the event. Tickets are still being sold at Gourock office for the occasion, however 
numbers are limited. 
Please contact CalMac or Gourock office for more details. 
 
 Gourock - Dunoon: 
Update 1400: 
After repairs Jupiter retuned to service and took over from Saturn at either 1220 or 1320 today to 
allow the latter to make ready for tomorrows Clyde criuise to Loch Shira's launch. 
 
 Ardrossan - Brodick: 
Update 1015: 
Due to adverse weather the following sailings have been cancelled: 
1105 dep Brodick - Ardrossan 
1230 dep Ardrossan - Brodick 
The situation as to the 1350 sailing will be reviewed at 1300. 
Update 1430: 
Caledonian Isles is en route to Gourock after diverting from Brodick - Ardrossan due to heavy weather 
in the area. 
Update 1700: 
Due to adverse weather conditions the delayed 1640 sailing from Brodick has been cancelled. 
Caledonian Isles is expected to arrive in Brodick from Gourock at 1920 where it will dock for the night. 
The next sailing on this service will be the 0820 from Brodick on Friday the 8th December. 
 
 Wemyss Bay - Rothesay: 
Update 0900: 
Due to volume of traffic the 0845 sailing from Rothesay departed 13mins late. Therefore there may be 
further delays this morning. 
Coruisk appears to be struggling to berth at Wemyss Bay in the heavy weather adding to the delayed 
timetable. 
The problems with berthing may be partly tidal. A couple of sailings over lunchtime didn't carry 
vehicles due to extremely high tides at both Rothesay and Wemyss Bay. Four metres were reported at 
Rothesay at 1321 today, and expected again at 1402 tomorrow. 

  
 

06/12/06 Western Isles: 
 Mallaig - Small Isles: 
Due to the problems with the Lochnevis there is doubt about the Small Isles service for Thursday 
(Tomorrow), we will update this message as soon as we have any further information. 
 
 Mallaig - Armadale: 
Due to a technical problem with the Lochnevis the 0840 ex Mallaig and 0925 ex Armadale (Thursday 
7th) are cancelled. 
We will update tomorrow regarding the afternoon sailings at 1600 and 1645. 

  
 

http://www.calmac.co.uk/
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05/12/06 Clyde: 
 Gourock - Dunoon: 
Update 0845: 
Due to a technical problem with Jupiter the following sailings have been cancelled: 
0620 dep Gourock - Dunoon 
0650 dep Dunoon - Gourock 
0720 dep Gourock - Dunoon 
0750 dep Dunoon - Gourock 
0820 dep Gourock - Dunoon 
0850 dep Dunoon - Gourock 
AliCat will operate its usual foot passenger only service. 
Update 1030: 
Saturn has now taken over the roster as Jupiter appears to have continuing technical difficulties. 
 
Isle of Cumbrae arrived at Largs to relieve Loch Alainn this morning. Loch Alainn is now in Garvel dry 
dock and Isle of Cumbrae will be sole vessel on the Cumbrae run for three weeks. She is restricted on 
that route to using only two of her three lanes so will undoubtedly fall way behind with traffic and 
timetable. 
 
Western Isles: 
Kennacraig - Gigha: 
Loch Ranza is now being partnered by Loch Striven on the temporary dual Kennacraig - Gigha roster, 
which sees simultaneous departures from each terminal. 
Six simultaneous departures are scheduled each day, with Loch Ranza being based at Gigha and Loch 
Striven being based at Kennacraig. The temporary timetable is in force for at least the rest of this 
week. Loch Striven's overhaul has had to be delayed until she is able to get away and round the Mull 
of Kintyre. 
 
Northlink: 
 Scrabster - Stromness: 
Hamnavoe arrived in Stromness at 2000 last night. 
Due to adverse tidal conditions the following revised timetable will operate today: 
0900 dep Stromness - Scrabster 
1115 dep Scrabster - Stromness 
1645 dep Stromness - Scrabster 
1900 dep Scrabster - Stromness 
 Aberdeen - Hatston - Lerwick: 
So far operating as timetabled. 
Hrossey departed Aberdeen at 1855 yesterday sailing for Hatston and Lerwick. 
Hrossey is scheduled to arrive in Hatston at approximately 0100 this morning and depart at 
0145.  Approximate scheduled arrival in Lerwick is 0730 today. 
Hjaltland departed at 1900 last night sailing for Aberdeen. Estimated time of arrival in Aberdeen 
is at  0700 this morning. 

  
 

04/12/06  Got Pictures of the Bad Weather in your area? 
Send then into us at the following address: fleetnews -at- shipsofcalmac.co.uk 
 
Clyde: 
General: 
Isle of Cumbrae was supposed to relieve Loch Alainn on the Largs - Cumbrae run today, so that Loch 
Alainn can go in for her annual overhaul. However, Isle of Cumbrae was delayed at Kennacraig. It is 
now expected the changeover will take place tomorrow. 
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 Gourock - Dunoon: 
Service is operating but subject to delays due to adverse weather. 
 Wemyss Bay - Rothesay: 
There are no sailings Rothesay - Wemyss Bay at present. 
Coruisk dep Rothesay @ 0930 sailing to Gourock. 
The followings sailings will depart Gourock for Rothesay: 
1015 Bute ex Gourock - Rothesay 
1200 Coruisk ex Gourock - Rothesay 
Update 1230: 
Following sailings expected to operate: 
1300 Bute ex Rothesay - Gourock. 
1500 Bute ex Gourock -Rothesay 
A bus transfer will be provided between Wemyss Bay and Gourock. 
Bute will dep Rothesay at 1300 sailing to Gourock. 
Update 1645: 
Service now operating to timetable. 

   Ardrossan - Brodick: 
1105 dep Brodick -Ardrossan: Diverted to Gourock, with no guarantee that it will be able to berth. 
1230 dep Ardrossan: Cancelled 
Estimated time of arrival at Gourock is 1330 passengers are advised to be at Gourock for 1300. 
Later sailing are subject to delay. will update as we have more information. 
Update 1530: 
Caledonian Isles has departed Gourock @ 1420 and is expected into Brodick at 1630. A decision 
about the 1640 and 1800 will be made on arrival. 
Update 1630: 
Caledonian Isles will depart at 1640 and sail to Ardrossan. 

 

 

 
Caledonian Isles passes 

Coruisk on diversion 
to Gourock 

 

   
Western Isles: 
 Oban Area: 
Update 1215: 
Lord of the Isles has arrived in Oban bay and is hovering about waiting for a berth / waiting for the 
clansman to leave. 
Update 1600: 
Clansman has moved to linkspan from Northern Lighthouse pier while Lord of the Isles is lying off 
waiting her turn. 
 
 Kennacraig: 
Isle of Cumbrae is currently operating, in conjunction with Loch Ranza, a two-ferry service between 
Kennacraig - Gigha. This is due to the slipway at Tayinloan still being under several tons of 
seaweed. Isle of Cumbrae will probably stay there until the vegetation is cleared. 
 
 Oban - Craignure: 
Lord of the Isles arrived in Craignure this morning with nothing on board. Currently Storm Bound in 
Craignure. Situation will be reviewed at 1100 departure from Craignure. 
Update 1130: 
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The 1100 sailing departed Craignure at 1112 - 12 minutes late due to adverse weather conditions. The 
next departure form Oban will be Clansman at 1200. The next departure from Craignure will be 1700. 
 Fionnphort - Iona: 
Currently Suspended 
Update 1230: 
The next sailings weather permitting will be: 
1215 dep Fionnphort 
1230 dep Iona 
 Tobermory - Kilchoan: 
Suspended but situation will be reviewed at 1030. No school for the kids today! 
Update 1100: 
1100 dep Tobermory: Cancelled 
1145 dep Kilchoan: Cancelled 
 Oban - Lochboisdale / Castlebay: 
Clansman did not make her 0830 departure from Oban as the Weather is too bad for her to sail. She is 
currently not to be found in Oban bay however. 
Update 1130: 
Clansman is on the Lighthouse Pier in Oban Bay. 
Update 1140: 
Clansman is now moving about Oban Bay heading Bow-First into the linkspan. Possible move could be 
a 1200 to Mull. 
The tide is expected to be another very high one in Oban again this evening so the 1700 may be late 
again. 
Update 1230: 
All sailings to the Outer Isles have now been cancelled, the next attempted sailing will be the 
timetabled 1530 tomorrow. 
 Fishnish - Lochaline: 
Loch Fyne missed the 1st Sailing this morning, but attempted and made her second service with the 
School children aboard. Service now running as per timetable. 
 Mallaig - Small Isles: 
1020 dep Mallaig - Small Isles: Cancelled at the moment because of weather, situation to be reviewed 
at 1130 with a view to sailing at 1200, but it will be weather dependant. 
 Mallaig - Armadale: 
0840 ex Mallaig: Cancelled 
0925h ex Armadale: Cancelled 
Next sailing 1600 will update at approx 1430. 
Update 1215: 
All Sailings have been Cancelled today. 
Update 1530: 
1600 ex Mallaig - Armadale sailing will be as scheduled. 
 Oban - Colonsay: 
Today's sailing to Colonsay has been cancelled. Next schedule sailing will be Wed 6th at 1200 as per 
timetable. 
Furthermore, if the Weather was satisfactory, the Colonsay sailing would have had to be cancelled 
because the Lord of the Isles would have to do the 1600 Oban - Craignure because 
the Clansman would have been out in the Outer Isles, leaving Oban at 0830 and returning at 2130. 
Colonsay has not seen a ferry service for quite a while now! 
 Barra - Eriskay: 
0925 ex Barra: Cancelled 
1030 ex Eriskay: Cancelled 
 Sconser - Raasay: 
The above service is prone to disruption today.  Reviewing at 1000. 
 Tarbert - Uig - Lochmaddy: 
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0730 dep Tarbert - Uig: Cancelled 
The situation will be reviewed at 1100. This will also have an knock on effect on the sailings to and 
from Lochmaddy. 
Update 1230: 
The delayed 0730 from Tarbert to Uig will now sail at 1150 for Uig. Weather permitting the schedule 
will be as follows: 
1400 dep Uig - Lochmaddy 
1600 dep Lochmaddy - Uig 
1800 dep Uig - Tarbert - Lochmaddy. 
Update 1930: 
Hebrides set sail from Uig at 1810. First port of call Tarbert and then onto Lochmaddy. ETA Tarbert 
1945. ETA Lochmaddy 2200. 
 Berneray - Leverburgh: 
Loch Portain will depart Berneray at 0930 (delayed 0815) and then depart Leverburgh at 1040 
(delayed 0925) 

   Stornoway - Ullapool: 
Isle of Lewis is currently stormbound at Stornoway. 
0715 dep Stornoway: Cancelled 
1030 dep Ullapool: Cancelled 
Weather permitting the next sailing from Stornoway to Ullapool will be at 1345 on the 4th of 
December. 
 

 As always, please check above for updates on the companies websites. 

 

 

 
Isle of Lewis battles the Minch 

 

   
Northlink: 
 Scrabster - Stromness: 
Hamnavoe dep Scrabster at 0925 and is scheduled to arrive in Stromness at 1055. 
Due to tidal conditions and a severe weather forcast the 1100 and the 1315 sailings have been 
cancelled. 
The next scheduled sailing will depart Stromness at 1545 to arrive in Scrabster at 1715. Will then 
depart Scrabster at 1800. 
Update 1600: 
Hamnavoe departed Stromness at 1600 to arrive in Scrabster at 1730 
The next sailing will depart Scrabster at 1800 to arrive in Stromness at 1930 
Update 2000: 
Hamnavoe arrived in Stromness at 2000 
 
Due to adverse tidal conditions the following revised timetable will operate on Tuesday 5th 
December: 
Dep Stromness 0900       Dep Scrabster 1115 
Dep Stromness 1645       Dep Scrabster 1900 
 
 
Caledonian MacBrayne Press Release on Current Weather Situation: 
CalMac reports worst weather for 15-20 years... (Internal Link) 

http://www.shipsofcalmac.co.uk/fleet_news_features_3.asp
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03/12/06 Due to the continuing deterioration in the weather on the West Coast the following sailings are 
affected: 
 
Clyde: 
Brodick - Ardrossan: 
Caledonian Isles diverted her 1105 sailing to Gourock, although there is no guarantee she will be able 
to berth due to the weather conditions. If this is so, she will return to Brodick where she will remain. 
Update 1400: 
1400 Sailing ex Gourock - Brodick set to sail and will be last for today. 
Next sailing will be 0820 (Monday). 
Gourock - Dunoon: 
The high winds and high tides have forced the route to be cancelled (situation to be reviewed at 
1200). 
Update 1300: 
Passenger only sailing expected to depart Gourock - Dunoon 1320 (weather dependant) 
Largs - Cumbrae Slip: 
Service also cancelled until 1145 when a sailing will be attempted. 
Update 1400: 
Sailings are being attempted but high winds may disrupt any attempts. 
Wemyss Bay - Rothesay: 
Services to Wemyss Bay have been diverted to Gourock. 
Update 1400: 
Bute 
dep 1300 ex Rothesay - Gourock 
dep 1500 ex Gourock - Rothesay 
Coruisk 
dep 1515 ex Rothesay - Gourock (weather dependant) 
dep 1700 ex Gourock - Rothesay (weather dependant) 
A bus transfer is in place between Gourock - Wemyss Bay. 
Update 1640: 
1730 Bute dep Rothesay - Wemyss Bay (weather permitting) 
Tarbert - Portavadie: 
Cancelled 
Tarbert - Lochranza: 
Cancelled 
 
Western Isles: 
Kennacraig - Gigha: 
Cancelled 
Kennacraig - Islay: 
1300 ex Kennacraig Sailed as per Timetable 
1530 ex Port Askaig - Kennacraig: Cancelled 
1800 ex Kennacraig - Port Ellen: Cancelled 
0415 (Monday) ex Port Ellen - Kennacraig: Cancelled 
Hebridean Isles will berth overnight in Port Askaig and remain there until 0945 (Monday). 
Oban - Castlebay - Lochboisdale: 
Cancelled 
There will now be an extra sailing tomorrow - Clansman 0830 ex Oban to Lochboisdale then Castlebay 
and back to Oban. 
Oban - Craignure: 
1600 Oban - Craignure and return are under threat. 
Update: 1630: 
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1600 dep ex Oban - Craignure service has been Split into two Sailings. 
1600 (delayed) dep Oban - Craignure (Pax Only - Due to Excessive high tides) Lord of the Isles 
1800c dep Oban - Craignure (conveying cars off the 1600 sailing. Tides will hopefully have abated 
somewhat) Lord of the Isles 
Prior to 1600 Lord of the Isles was spotted trying to get both her Bow and Stern Ramps down but 
because of the Excessive High tide this proved impossible. 
CalMac has also announced that the Weather Disruption tomorrow may have an effect on the 1600 
Oban - Craignure and 1700 return. Intending passengers are advised to contact CalMac at Oban before 
sailing. 
 
Terminals: 
There is also a disruption on the A78 between Largs and Wemyss Bay. 
 
Northlink: 
Kirkwall (Hatston) - Lerwick 
Due to adverse weather conditions the following sailings are affected: 
2345 dep ex Kirkwall (Hatston) - Lerwick: Cancelled 
The next departure from Kirkwall (Hatston) will be an additional sailing on Tuesday 05 December at 
0145 sailing to Lerwick 
Aberdeen - Kirkwall (Hatston) / Lerwick 
1700 dep ex Aberdeen - Hatston / Lerwick: Cancelled 
The next scheduled sailing is due to leave Aberdeen at 1900 on Monday 4th December sailing for 
Hatston and Lerwick 

  
 

02/12/06 Western Isles: 
Loch Ranza was again sailing to Kennacraig this morning, due to a build up of sand and seaweed at 
Tayinloan slipway. However due to increasing winds, she only carried out her first sailing and retired 
to the south pier on arrival back at Gigha. Hebridean Isles diverted her 0700 sailing to Port Askaig 
once again this morning and was noted running 15 minutes late on her afternoon sailing. 
Isle of Cumbrae arrived at Kennacraig seeking shelter while Loch Ranza was there this morning. Loch 
Striven arrived at Port Askaig during the morning, having attempted to proceed onwards to the 
Clyde for her overhaul. She got as far as the south eastern end of the Sound of Islay then had to 
return to Port Askaig where remained for a while. She then sailed at 1400 for Kennacraig where she 
was to tie up alongside Isle of Cumbrae overnight. 
 
Clyde: 
This morning saw Caledonian Isles diverting her 0820 sailing to Gourock instead of Ardrossan. As a 
result her 1105 ex Brodick and 1230 ex Ardrossan were cancelled. Upon her delayed arrival back in 
Brodick, she finished for the day. 

 

 

 
Caledonian Isles approaching Gourock 

 

  
 

01/12/06 Western Isles: 
Following the stormy weather over the last few days, Tayinloan slipway has been rendered unusable. 
As a result, Loch Ranza is having to operate a limited service between Gigha and Kennacraig. 
Passenger numbers have been limited to 12, with bookings being essential. Vehicles can be carried but 
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loading and discharging at Kennacraig is only possible under certain conditions at heights of the tide. 
Sailings are timetabled as follows: 
Depart Gigha: 0835, 1145, 1500 
Depart Kennacraig: 1015, 1330, 1630 
 
Passengers on the 1300 sailing from Kennacraig to Port Askaig should therefore get to see the rare 
sight of a baby-Loch in West Loch Tarbert as they head out.This evening's 1800 sailing from Kennacraig 
- Islay has been cancelled due to the weather. Effectively this means the 0145 from Port Ellen 
tomorrow has also been cancelled. 
This evening's Mallaig - Armadale service has also been pulled, as has the Barra - Eriskay run. 
 
Northlink: 
Hrossey is due to refit for about 3 weeks from 26th February and the Hjatland for a similar period 
from 16th April.  During their refits the two Aberdeen – Lerwick vessels are likely to have extra cabins 
added, increasing the available berths by around 20%. 

 


